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SAN FRANCISCO: Twitter announced a deal to col-
laborate with Disney on content, particularly live
events from the entertainment giant’s sports arm
ESPN. Details about which sporting events would be
streamed live on Twitter were to be revealed later this
week.  The partnership includes ads to accompany
broadcasts, the companies said in a joint statement.

Twitter will also serve as an online venue for video
from other Disney subsidiaries, including ABC and
Marvel. Video has attracted users to Twitter, and
social networks have found keen online appetite for
sports. “Now more than ever, social platforms are put-
ting a major focus on and investment in sports-related
content,” ESPN senior vice president Travis Howe
said. “It is the new primary vehicle driving digital
experiences to grow and engage audiences.”

Twitter global vice president of revenue and con-
tent partnerships Matthew Derella called teaming up
with Disney “a huge step forward in expanding the
depth and breadth of video content we offer.” The
Disney collaboration came as Twitter announced 30
new deals for content namely touching on entertain-
ment, sports and video games. Included in that mix is
NBCUniversal, which will distribute live video and
clips from an array of its properties, such as NBC
News, MSNBC, Today, Telemundo, and E! News,
Twitter said.

“People tell us what they want to see with the con-
versations they share on Twitter,” said Twitter global
head of content partnerships Kay Madati. “In the past
year, we’ve really expanded our efforts with the best
publishers and content creators in the world to bring a
slate of programming that reflects those diverse con-
tent interests.” Twitter announced that daily video
views have nearly doubled at the service in the past
year. The San Francisco-based company’s shares end-
ed the formal trading day up 4.52 percent to $30.31.
Last week, Twitter reported its second consecutive
quarterly profit, boosting the outlook for the messag-
ing platform after years in the red.

The one-to-many messaging service earned $61
million in the first three months of the year, helped by
strong growth in advertising revenue and modest
gains in users. Twitter stock has doubled from a year
ago, when concerns were high over the service’s
future. While Twitter has built a solid core base of
celebrities, politicians and journalists, it has failed to
match the broader appeal of Facebook and other
social media platforms, hurting its ability to bring in
ad revenues.

The network has stepped up efforts to boost its
user base and engagement, adding streaming video
partnerships, doubling the character limit on tweets to
280 and making it easier to create “tweetstorms” by
stringing messaging together. It has also moved large-
ly to an algorithmic-based feed using artificial intelli-
gence that aims to deliver more tweets that drive
interest and engagement. —AFP 
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SAN JOSE: Facebook on Tuesday gave its
popular Messenger app the ability to translate
missives in real time, deploying artificial intel-
ligence to enable text conversations between
people using different languages. Messenger
has become a tool for businesses to connect
with customers, and the ability to converse
with customers in a variety of languages could
help bump up advertising.

“The ability to speak
with anyone without any
language barrier is some-
thing we are really excited
about,” Messenger chief
David Marcus said as
Facebook kicked off its
annual developers confer-
ence here. Buyers and sell-
ers in Marketplace at
Messenger will be able to
communicate across lan-
guages, according to
Marcus.

The feature will launch
with English and Spanish translations of
Marketplace conversations in the US and will
be extended to general Messenger use in
coming weeks, the service said in a blog post.
Additional languages and countries are to be
gradually added. Messenger already has an
artificial intelligence capability called “M” that
enhances the service, but applying it to trans-
lations is something new.

Other companies also are using artificial
intelligence to break language barriers.
Amazon employs it in a translation feature in

its leading platform for hosting content or
services in the internet cloud, while Microsoft
uses it for  translations in its Skype messaging
service. Google last year hit the market with
Pixel ear buds capable of real-time translation
of conversations in dozens of languages. 

Pixel Buds were quickly branded an inter-
net-Age version of the alien “Babel Fish”
depicted in famed science fiction work “The

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy.” In the liter-
ature, inserting a Babel Fish in an ear enabled
a person to understand anything spoken in
any language. Pixel Buds work wirelessly with
second-generation Pixel smartphones to han-
dle real-time translations.

Meanwhile, Netherlands-based startup
Travis was at the Consumer Electronics Show
gadget extravaganza early this year with a
small device capable of translating conversa-
tions between people speaking different lan-
guages in real time. “Technology connects us

as far as we are accessible to each other, but
those true connections aren’t going to happen
until we all understand and are understood by
each other,” US Travis representative Robb
Selander told AFP while demonstrating the
device, which taps into online computing
power.

Messenger boasts some 1.3 billion monthly
users, who engage in about eight billion con-
versations a month. The experience is further
enhanced by some 300,000 apps developed
for the service. “The platform is really thriving
now,” Marcus said. A Messenger feature also
unveiled at the developers conference allows
companies to send “bubbles” that can be
clicked on to trigger augmented reality expe-
riences through smartphone cameras. For
example, Messenger users could check out a
version of the newest Nike sneaker; see what
a Kia might look like outside their home; or
virtually try on Sephora makeup.

Modi twice as popular 
US President Donald Trump may rule the

roost on Twitter, but he lags far behind Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Facebook,
according to a study published yesterday.
Modi is by far the most followed world leader
on the gargantuan social networking platform,
counting 43.2 million followers. That is nearly
twice the 23.1 million who follow Trump,
according to a study by communications firm
Burson-Martsteller.

Of course, Facebook tends to be more
widely used in Asia than Twitter which may
also account for the large number of followers

for Asian leaders. Cambodia’s prime minister
Hun Sen  shot into fifth position after his fol-
lowing swelled nearly 50 percent to 9.6 mil-
lion people, the study found. He therefore
counts “more Facebook fans than Cambodia
has Facebook users (7.1 million), but still (few-
er) than the 14.4 million Khmer speakers on
Facebook,” it pointed out.

The study, which analysed the activity of

650 personal and institutional Facebook
pages of heads of state and government and
foreign ministers since January 1, 2017, mean-
while showed that Trump easily counted most
interactions on the platform. The US president
counted a total of 204.9 million comments,
likes and shares over the past 14 months-near-
ly twice as many as Modi, who counted 113.6
million, the study said. —AFP
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Xerox CEO to resign 
in settlement with 
top shareholders
NEW YORK: The CEO of US photocopier and printer
maker Xerox is stepping down to end a battle with
shareholders opposed to a planned takeover by Japan’s
Fujifilm. Major shareholders Darwin Deason and Carl
Icahn, who together control 15.2 percent of Xerox’s
shares, have vigorously opposed the takeover and have
filed a suit to block it. On Friday, a US court ordered a
temporary block of the takeover, saying it prioritised
the interest of Xerox’s CEO over its shareholders.

In a statement issued Tuesday in the US, Xerox
said Jeff Jacobson would be replaced John Visentin as
CEO, with Keith Cozza taking on his role as board
chairman. Both men are backed by Deason and Icahn.
Under the planned deal, Xerox would be absorbed by
an existing joint venture known as Fuji Xerox, falling
under the control of Fujifilm. After the transaction is
completed, Fujifilm would hold 50.1 percent of Fuji
Xerox, while current Xerox shareholders would
receive a special cash dividend of $2.5 billion. 

Deason and Icahn sued in February claiming a
secret 2001 deal between Xerox and Fujifilm con-
tained a clause that prevented the Xerox board from
seeking another buyer, effectively shortchanging the
company’s shareholders. —AFP

Modi twice as popular on Facebook as Trump

Indian inventors try 
novel approach to 
tame air pollution
NEW DELHI: As the pre-monsoon summer heat takes
hold in New Delhi, two things are as inevitable as 40-
degree-Celsius days: power cuts and air pollution from the
diesel generators that then kick in. But a team of Indian
engineers has figured out away to bring some good from
choking generator exhaust: They are capturing it and turn-
ing it into ink. “The alarming thing about diesel generators
is they are located in the heart of densely populated areas.
It’s spitting smoke right there,” said Kushagra Srivastava,
one of the three engineers who developed the technology,
now installed in Gurgaon, a satellite city of New Delhi, and
in the southern city of Chennai.

The idea, Srivastava said, came about when he and his
co-founders stopped at a sugarcane juice stall on a hot
day.  They noticed a wall that had turned black behind the
stand’s diesel generator, where exhaust emerged from a
pipe. They wondered if diesel exhaust might be used to
produce paint - and set out to try.

The device they came up with, which attaches to gener-
ators, captures 90 percent of the soot particles from
cooled diesel exhaust. The material can then be sold to ink
manufacturers.  Their company, Chakr Innovation, has so
far installed 50 of the devices for government firms such as
Indian Oil, real estate developers and other state govern-
ment offices, earning more than 11 million rupees
($200,000) in revenue in the first year, Srivastava said. 

The company has plans to install another 50 devices
over the coming year, he said. It has so far sold 500 kg of
collected soot, which has been used to create 20,000
liters of ink, he added. Chakr Innovations is not the first
start-up to see cash in diesel exhaust. A competitor called
Graviky Labs, based in Bangalore, is using similar technol-
ogy to turn diesel exhaust from vehicles into ink.

Choking air
Srivastava and his co-inventors Arpit Dhupar and

Prateek Sachan see themselves as part of a movement
towards cleaner air and energy in a country where major
cities struggle with choking air. About 1.1 million people a
year die from the impacts of air pollution in India, accord-
ing to a 2015 survey by the US-based Health Effects
Institute. That is about a quarter of the total number of air
pollution deaths worldwide, it said. 

In New Delhi, levels of the most dangerous particles in
the air are sometimes 10 times higher than the safe limit,
the survey noted. Srivastava and Dhupar both grew up in
New Delhi, which the World Health Organization in 2014
declared the most polluted city in the world. Sachan comes
from Allahabad, the third most polluted city in WHO’s 2016
rankings. “Earlier I remember there were a lot less cars on
the road, there was a lot less congestion, and a lot more
greenery,” said Dhupar, Chakr’s chief technology officer.
But as trees were felled and roads widened to accommo-
date more cars, Dhupar - then in high school - developed
chronic respiratory problems. Doctors put him on medica-
tion and warned him to stop playing sports.

“My problem is, whenever I start to run out of air, the
anxiety levels shoot up,” he said. Dhupar said many of his
family and friends have also developed long-term respi-
ratory issues. Diesel exhaust contributed to just 2 per-
cent of all air pollution deaths in India in 2015, according
to the Health Effects Institute. But in “confined spaces” in
urban areas, where many generators are used, it repre-

sents a larger risk, said Pankaj Sadavarte, one of the
report’s researchers.

Action in New Delhi
India has in place policies to monitor and restrict air

pollution, but they can be difficult to enforce, experts say.
Worries about air pollution are growing, however. Last
November, the capital launched its first air quality emer-
gency action plan during a particularly hazardous week
when pollution spiked.  The government halted construc-
tion within the city, raised parking fees to discourage driv-
ing and shut schools to keep children indoors. 

The national Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change is drafting a national policy to clean
India’s air, though its release has been delayed, said Sunil
Dahiya, a senior campaigner with Greenpeace India. “The
air pollution debate and health debate is picking up in
India,” Dahiya said in a telephone interview. “That
momentum is forcing the policymakers to make our cities
more livable.” —Reuters 

KANPUR: Indian commuters drive along a busy road as pedestrians try to cross a zebra crossing in the city of
Kanpur of the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. —AFP 

SAN JOSE: Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg is seen with digital bunny ears on-screen
during the annual F8 summit at the San Jose McEnery Convention Center. —AFP 

Bio-tech reveals 
inner workings of 
bacteria mindset
PARIS: Scientists have figured out how some bacteria
not only resist antibiotics but feast on the drugs
designed to eradicate them, according to a study pub-
lished recently. The findings, reported in Nature
Chemical Biology, could help scientists genetically
engineer bacteria to consume tonnes of antibiotics from
industrial waste and livestock farming that leech into
the soil and waterways every year, the researchers said.

“Ten years ago, we stumbled onto the fact that bac-
teria can eat antibiotics, and everyone was shocked,”
said lead investigator Gautam Dantas, an associate pro-
fessor of immunology at the Washington University
School of Medicine in Missouri. “Now that we under-
stand how these bacteria do it, we can start thinking of
ways to use this ability to get rid of antibiotics where
they are causing harm.”

Discovered in the 1920s, antibiotics have saved tens of
millions of lives by defeating bacterial diseases such as
pneumonia, tuberculosis and meningitis. But over the
decades, bacteria have learned to fight back, building
resistance to the same drugs that once reliably van-
quished them. Penicillin-the original antibiotic, and once
the most commonly prescribed-has fallen out of favour
for this reason.

The World Health Organization has repeatedly
warned the world is running out of effective antibiotics,

and called last year on governments and big pharma to
create a new generation of drugs to fight ultra-resistant
supergerms. Bacteria can become resistant when
patients do not finish a course of treatment, giving the
half-defeated bug a chance to recover and build immu-
nity. Modern industry and agriculture hasten the rise of
antibiotic resistance by saturating the environment with
active drugs. People release unmetabolised antibiotics
into the water system though their urine or feces.

Bon appetit 
Bacteria easily share genetic material. When resist-

ant bacteria infiltrate the water or soil, they spread
resistance-conferring genes to the bacteria species that
were already there. To determine how some bugs not
only withstand antibiotics but actually feed on them,
Dantas and colleagues studied four species of soil bac-
teria known to flourish on a diet of penicillin.

The researchers found three sets of genes active in
bacteria that consumed penicillin. They also discovered
the single-celled organisms had learnt to neutralize and
snip off toxic molecules, like a chef removing poison
from a fugu fish. After that, it’s ‘bon appetit’. The new
insights could lead to strategies for cleaning up antibi-
otic contamination in rivers, lakes and soil.

“With some smart engineering, we may be able to
modify bacteria to break down antibiotics in the envi-
ronment,” said study lead author Terence Crofts, a
researcher at Washington University. But any such a
plan would require finding a way to speed up the
action of the bacteria whose consumption of antibi-
otics-albeit effective-is very slow. “But now we know
how they do it-it is always much easier to improve on
something than to try to design a system from scratch,”
said Dantas.  —AFP

BEIJING: This file photo illustration taken on March 23,
2018 shows Twitter logos on a computer screen. —AFP 


