
KUWAIT: A radioactive device that went
missing from Burgan oilfield in southern Kuwait
was found on Friday and was fully sealed, the
interior ministry confirmed. It said an expatri-
ate who works in Kuwait Oil Company (KOC)
called the ministry to report he found the
device near his worksite in Burgan oilfield.  He
said he did not try to open the device or tamp-
er with it, and that he contacted the ministry
after reading the ministry’s statement over the
missing device.

The ministry, which recovered the device
from the expatriate from his house, said the
area was scanned and no traces of radioactive
materials were found. Media reports yesterday
said the man, an Egyptian who lives in Jleeb Al-

Shuyoukh, was sent for questioning.
The Emergency Radioactive and Nuclear

Security Committee had said earlier Friday that
the missing radioactive device is small and is
completely sealed inside a container. The com-
mittee said in a statement it received a call that
a KOC contractor discovered a radioactive

device was missing while moving radioactive
materials to the company’s warehouse. This
device, it said, was used in industrial photogra-
phy at Burgan oilfield. Teams from the commit-
tee, civil defense, health ministry, fire depart-
ment, national guard and army started search-
ing for the container in Zone 10GC.—  KUNA 
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Kuwait to give priority to 
Islamic world’s concerns

Navalny, scores of supporters, 
detained at anti-Putin rallies62 Team Al Aalami headed to Brazil 
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Tens of thousands of flats 
vacant as expats dwindle 

Rent values fall by 13% amid apartment glut
KUWAIT: There are currently 49,130
empty flats in Kuwait and 26,466 others
under construction; thus more than
75,000 units need to be “absorbed” by
the domestic property market in 4-5
years, according to the Kuwait Real
Estate Union. The proportion of occu-
pied property units amounted in the
current year to 86.8 percent, dropping
by 8.2 percent compared to the past five
years - which had soared to 95 percent,
said Ahmad Al-Dewaihees, the union’s
secretary general at a news conference.

Average monthly rent dropped from
KD 278.9 (approximately $920.3) to KD
242 ($798.6) - 13.2 percent - said
Dewaihees, citing a report prepared by
the union (Al-Murshed 2017). The
report includes a survey covering a
sample of 162,576 apartments in 5,695
plots in 19 locations. It studied 875
plots, including 26,466 under-construc-
tion residential units in all districts, in
addition to 13,535 completed ones,
where the proportion of new units
amounted to 6.6 percent of the plots.

The rate of expatriates’ population
growth, which reached 4.8 percent over

the past five years, dropped by two per-
cent in 2017 and will fall by 1.5 percent
in the coming five years. As to owner-
ship flats, transactions exceeded 1,000
in 2007 and 2008. Following the global
economic crisis, they ebbed by 2012.
However, the market recovered, with
973 transactions in 2015, but dropped to
671 in 2017. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Apartment buildings are seen in this aerial view of Kuwait City. — KUNA photos

Ahmad Al-Dewaihees

MoI: Missing
radioactive 
device found

The radioactive device that had gone missing. — KUNA 

LEILANI ESTATES, Hawaii:
Thousands of people have been
forced to flee after a magnitude 6.9
earthquake shook Hawaii’s Big Island,
triggering the collapse of a coastal
cliff and prompting fresh eruptions of
a volcano that has been spewing lava
near residential areas. No injuries
have been reported but several
homes were destroyed or badly dam-
aged by the quake Friday, the biggest
to hit the island since 1975, authori-
ties said. It caused small sea-level
changes but no tsunamis.

The US Geological Survey said
the quake struck at 12:32 pm (2232
GMT) and was centered on the south
flank of the Kilauea volcano, which
first erupted on Thursday after a
series of tremors. A 5.7-magnitude
tremor hit the island earlier on Friday.
The quakes prompted the Kilauea
volcano, one of five active on the
island, to erupt. The quakes tem-
porarily cut power to thousands of
households. The Federal Aviation
Administration imposed flight restric-
tions over the area through tomorrow
for all but relief operations. 

The quakes triggered rock slides
on trails in Hawaii Volcanoes National
Park, and caused a coastal cliff to
collapse into the ocean. Officials
ordered a rare closure of the park,
which covers more than one-tenth

the island’s total area. About 2,600
visitors were evacuated. “It is cur-
rently not safe to be here,” Park
Superintendent Cindy Orlando said in
a statement. Video footage showed
orange magma gushing up from
cracks in the ground and snaking
through a wooded area. 

Molten lava could also be seen
bubbling up through cracks on
streets in the Leilani Estates and
Lanipuna Gardens neighborhood,
where residents were ordered to
evacuate on Thursday. The area is
home to about 1,700 people and 770
structures, and some 10,000 people
live in the broader district potentially
impacted. Governor David Ige mobi-
lized the Hawaii National Guard,
which deployed about 70 soldiers
and airmen to help with evacuation,
neighborhood security and other
emergency work. 

Officials warned of extremely high
levels of toxic gas emitted from the
volcano. “Hawaii Fire Department
reports extremely dangerous air qual-
ity conditions due to high levels of
sulfur dioxide gas,” the Hawaii County
Civil Defense Agency said. “Elderly,
young and people with respiratory
issues need to comply with the
mandatory evacuation order,” said a
statement from the mayor’s office. 

Continued on Page 11

Hawaii quake triggers 
fresh volcano eruptions

Lava is seen coming from a fissure in the Leilani Estates subdivision on
Hawaii’s Big Island on Friday. — AFP 

The NASA InSight spacecraft launches onboard a United
Launch Alliance Atlas-V rocket yesterday from Vandenberg
Air Force Base in California.  — AFP 

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE,
California: NASA yesterday launched
its latest Mars lander, called InSight,
designed to perch on the surface and lis-
ten for “Marsquakes” ahead of eventual
human missions to explore the Red
Planet. “Three, two, one, liftoff!” said a

NASA commentator as the unmanned
spacecraft blasted off on a dark, foggy
morning atop an Atlas V rocket at 4:05
am Pacific time (1105 GMT) from
Vandenberg Air Force Base in California,
marking NASA’s first interplanetary
launch from the US west coast.

The $993 million project aims to
expand human knowledge of interior
conditions on Mars, inform efforts to
send explorers there, and reveal how
rocky planets like the Earth formed bil-
lions of years ago. “This is a big day. We
are going back to Mars,” said NASA
administrator Jim Bridenstine after the
launch. “It is important for our country. It
is also important for the world and it 
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RIYADH: Saudi women distribute flowers to incoming atten-
dees of the Quality of Life Program 2020 conference in the
capital on May 3, 2018. —AFP 

RIYADH: A Saudi body seems to have
backtracked on a new initiative calling to
end prayer-time store closures and gen-
der segregation in public places - poten-
tially divisive reforms for the deeply con-
servative kingdom. Arabic-language
newspaper Okaz reported that the
Quality of Life program to improve life in
Saudi Arabia had cited both practices as

requiring “immediate change” in order to
increase the public’s participation in its
activities and boost investor confidence.

The article, published on Friday, was
later removed. Reuters saw a copy of the
document it cited, but a different version
posted on an official website did not
mention gender segregation or store clo-
sures among needed reforms. No time-
frame was specified. Loai Bafaqeeh, chief
executive of the Quality of Life program,
refused to comment on the apparent dis-
crepancy. “We are looking into all things
that relate to the citizen and resident,
including things that involve improving
the quality of life, such as families enter-
ing sports stadiums and women driving,”
he told Reuters by phone yesterday.
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