
Defense Minister
stresses youth
motivation
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti young people are the future back-
bone of the nation, as efforts are being exerted to spur
and stimulate them in various realms, First Deputy
Premier and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah said.  Sheikh Nasser Sabah made
the remark while meeting the ‘Kafu’ youth program
committee at Dar al Athar al Islamiyyah (DAI), a
Kuwaiti cultural institution, in presence of
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Youth Affairs
Sheikh Al-Zain Saud Al-Sabah, the Defense Ministry
said in a press release.

Supporting young people comes at the behest of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, the Supreme Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces, he said. He quoted His Highness the
Amir as having always stressed in his addresses the
significant role of Kuwaiti youth, who are the back-
bone and real fortune of the nation.

The youth program ‘Kafu’ is a national youth initia-
tive that aims at creating a platform for young people

to give views and provide information in diverse areas.
The program supervision committee’s head, Advisor at
the Amiri Diwan Yusuf Al-Ibrahim, thanked Sheikh
Nasser Sabah for his continued support to young
people. Kafu is the fruit of a national youth project

that was launched in 2013, he said, speaking highly of
Kuwaiti youth’s interest in sports and small-sized
enterprises. He hoped that the initiative would spur
Kuwaiti youth to get more engaged in economic and
voluntary activities. — KUNA

DHAKA: Kuwait has vowed to give priority to efforts to
address the concerns of the Islamic world in collabora-
tion with the Council of Foreign Ministers of the
Organization of the Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

The State of Kuwait, which received support to have
a non-permanent seat at the UN Security Council, will
work as hard as ever giving a priority to dispelling the
concerns of the Islamic world, and face challenges,
Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah told the
Councils’ 45th Session that kicked off in Bangladesh
yesterday.  The country will exert utmost efforts to
boost the role of the OIC’s Council for maintaining the
international security and peace, he added.  This minis-
terial session comes at a time when the Islamic world is
facing escalating incidents, massive challenges, catas-
trophes and crises, which prompt detailed research and
discussions to face,
Jarallah said. He added
that Islam and its teach-
ings of toleration are still
facing unprecedented
distortion by terrorist
groups that claim to be
Islamic while committing
heinous criminal acts.

Despite the victories
the world has achieved
against terrorist groups
and organizations, their
danger remains over
there, “threatening our
security, and the world at large, and undermining our
stability, and future,” Jarallah noted.  “This urges us to
carry on with our endeavors and double our efforts, in
cooperation with the international community, to eradi-
cate that perilous scourge,” he said.  “We are also
required to explore means of enhancing our Islamic
action to face the political, economic and economic
challenges facing our Islamic world. Magnitude of chal-
lenges and danger requires joint work and efforts to
counter,” Jarallah said.

Peace process
On the Middle East, the Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign

Minister said that the peace process remains at a stale-
mate, due to Israel’s intransigence and challenge of the
world’s will, as well as the failure to enforce the relevant
UN Security Council resolutions.

Jarallah called for driving Israel to accept peace and

the two-state solution in line with the resolutions of the
international legitimacy and the Arab Peace Initiative.
He noted that the State of Kuwait, through its non-per-
manent membership at the Security Council, has taken
upon itself the task of serious endeavors to revive the
Middle East peace file in collaboration with fellow mem-
bers for a “comprehensive settlement that brings the
conflict to a halt and restores security and stability to
the world.” The Kuwait senior diplomat referred to
Syria, “the biggest humanitarian crisis in today’s world”
that has entered its 8th year, with the largest figures of
refugees worldwide, and tens of thousands of casualties,
not to mention the enormous devastation in the country.

Impunity has been very striking in the continuation of
the most egregious violations of the Security Council
resolutions and human rights laws, in Syria he stressed.

Per Kuwait’s international,
Islamic and humanitarian
responsibility, the coun-
try, a permanent Security
Council member, man-
aged with Sweden to help
secure the issuance of
Resolution 2401 on Syria
to protect civilians and
allow relief aid delivery,
he said. Kuwait will con-
tinue working with fellow
Council members for an
end to the crisis, he said.
Once again, Jarallah not-

ed that a political solution in Syria is the only way to
reach an overall settlement that could help realize the
expectations of the Syrian people in accordance with
the relevant Security Council resolutions, especially No
2254, and Geneva I of 2012. 

Developments in Yemen 
The Deputy Foreign Minister also addressed devel-

opments in Yemen and reiterated Kuwait’s condemna-
tion of the launch of ballistic missiles form Yemeni terri-
tories on Saudi Arabia. These missiles targeted Makkah,
and the Kingdom’s security and stability, and horrified
innocent people, Jarallah said. He commended the
efforts of the Saudi-led Arab coalition supporting legit-
imacy in Yemen to remedy the humanitarian condition
in Yemen.

In the meantime, Jarallah wished “brothers in Iraq”
successful parliamentary election, by the end of May. He

hoped final results would reflect representation of all
components of the Iraqi people to maintain the coun-
try’s unity and cohesion, paving the way for a stage of
reconstruction. He pointed to Kuwait’s hosting of
Kuwait International Conference for Reconstruction of
Iraq in February, which mustered international success
for the country.

Jarallah voiced high appreciation for Bangladesh’s
efforts to help the Rohingya refugees, victims of brutal
aggression and ethnic cleansing at home. He reaffirmed
Kuwait’s support to the “Rohingya brothers.” Kuwait
took the initiative and organized the Security Council’s
first visit to both Myanmar and Bangladesh (April 28-
May 1) to inspect the conditions of the Rohingya
Muslims. The recent mission was co-led by Kuwait, the
UK and Peru, he said. He noted that Kuwait had offered
logistic support to secure success for the mission, say-
ing that the country would carry on with humanitarian
aid to alleviate the sufferings of the refugees.

No justification
Bangladesh meanwhile called for reshaping ‘the joint

strategy’ of the Arab nations to employ the nation
abundant resources to achieve economic prosperity
and social progress. Islamic nation constitutes fifth of

the globe population and possesses strategic
resources, amid some emerging economies, thus “there
is no reason whatsoever to justify backwardness,” said
Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasian, address-
ing the session.

“Development is one of our rights and economic
prosperity is at hand and social progress falls within
limits of our capacities thus we must re-design our
strategy for joint Islamic action,” the premier said. She
called on the OIC member states to seek to restore
confidence in Islam as a doctrine, tackle menace of
sectarianism and stop exploiting religion as a tool to
divide societies or serve marginal political goals. As to
inter-Islam divisions, the premier called for dialogue to
tackle differences among the Muslims. “Spilling blood
is unnecessary and useless for settling issues,” she
pointed out.

She called on Islamic states to take a firm stance on
side of the Muslim Rohingya to restore their dignity and
security, noting that her nation is hosting more than one
million of these oppressed Muslims who fled Myanmar
seeking safety and refuge. Premier Hasina called on the
international community to coerce Myanmar honor the
agreement, worked out with Bangladesh early this year,
to secure safe return of the Rohingya. — KUNA
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No justification for Islamic nation’s backwardness: Bangladesh

Kuwait gives priority to driving off
Islamic world concerns: Jarallah

DHAKA: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah (right) attends the 45th Session of the Council of
Foreign Ministers of the Organization of the Islamic Cooperation (OIC). — KUNA

Israel to blame for
peace process’s

stalemate

KUWAIT: First Deputy Premier and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah speaks during
a meeting with members of the ‘Kafu’ youth program committee at Dar al Athar al Islamiyyah. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Journalists
Association’s (KJA) delega-
tion yesterday returned from
an Umrah trip organized for
KJA members and their fami-
lies. In this regard, KJA
Secretary Adnan Al-Rashid
hailed the services the dele-
gation received at the Dar Al-
Tawheed Intercontinental
Hotel in Mecca, represented
by the hotel’s manager
Mohammed Abu Harba and
those of the National Aviation
Services (NAS), represented
by tourism sector’s manager
Kamal Abu Kabsha. The pilgrims at Jeddah airport.

KJA Secretary Adnan Al-Rashid and Owayyed Al-Sulaili honor Dar Al-
Tawheed Intercontinental Hotel’s manager Mohammed Abu Harba.

(From left) KJA Chairperson Fatima Hussein, Fatima Al-Azmi, Hosam Al-
Mutawwa and Karam Al-Shennawi.

Kuwait embraced
Arab innovators in
2017: Minister
KUWAIT: The celebration of Kuwait as ‘Capital of
the Arab Youth 2017’ concludes its activities
today amidst distinguished Arab youth participa-
tion.  Kuwait has succeeded in embracing the cre-
ative Arab youth during the celebration which
lasted for one year, said Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Mohammad Al-Jabri. He added that a special
event will be held at the National Theater at Jaber
Al-Ahmad Cultural Center (JACC) on this occa-
sion-organized by the Ministry of Youth and the
Public Authority for Youth.

On this occasion, Jabri said in a press statement
that the Ministry of Youth and Public Authority of
Youth have dealt with the urgent youngsters’ issues
and worked to meet their ambitions, highlighted
their creations and achieve their aspirations and
desires in various fields. During the closing ceremo-
ny, winners of the Humanitarian Action Award for
Arab Youth will be announced. The award was part
of the activities organized by the Public Authority
for Youth which contributed to highlight the cultural
and humanitarian face of Kuwait and encouraged
Arab youth to join the humanitarian and voluntary
programs, Jabri noted.

The event will include also the establishment of
the Arab Youth Theater Festival, the Arab Youth
Cultural Forum, and Youth Media Forum which will
aim at highlighting creativity of junior Arabs in cul-
tural, artistic and media fields, the Minister
explained.  Kuwait has succeeded in setting up
many forums during this year, such as Young
Leadership Forum, Entrepreneurship Forum, and
Intermediate Forum, he continued.  Through their
organization of these events, Kuwaiti youth have
acquired important experience in the organization
and management of major events.  The Arab Youth
Drama “Sunrise” will be screened in the closing cer-
emony, and the Arabic Youth Song will be presented
for the first time in the history of this Arab event.

Jabri wished success of this Arab youth gath-
ering, which will  be transferred to the Arab
Republic of Egypt and will continue until May
2019, stressing the readiness of Kuwait to pro-
vide all support to the brothers in Egypt to com-
plete the march of youth development in the Arab
countries. The Capital of the Arab Youth is organ-
ized by the Council of Arab Youth Ministers of
state member of the Arab League. It started in
Bahrain three years ago, continued its journey to
Morocco and Kuwait and would proceed to
Egypt for a year and then move on to other Arab
countries respectively. — KUNA
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