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KUWAIT: Kuwait may close down Shuwaikh Port and
nearby plants sometime in the future due to their negative
environmental impact on Kuwait Bay, a senior govern-
ment official said. Director of the Environment Public
Authority (EPA) Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah did
not provide an estimated date for when the key port
could be closed, but indicated that this plan is likely to be
implemented once Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port opens. The
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port, a major project currently under
construction at Boubyan Island, is set to be completed by
late 2019, while an opening date is yet to be determined.
Shuwaikh Port is considered Kuwait’s most important
commercial port and covers 320 hectares of land and 120
hectares of water surface. 

EPA is about to mandate some state departments to
use special treatment plants through which they can con-
tribute to protecting both marine and air environments,
Sheikh Abdullah said. He added that factories will be
mandated to conduct environmental studies prior to
being allowed to expand or operate.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Abdullah added that moving the
used tire dump from its current location in Rehaya to a
new one will take a year, as the total number of tires has
exceeded 24 million, which requires hiring three compa-
nies to work on moving them. Once the site is cleared, it
will be handed over to the Public Authority for Housing
Welfare to be used for housing projects. 

International investors
The General Secretariat of the Supreme Council for

Planning and Development plans to update a number of
projects to improve the system of following up the five-
year development plan and developmental projects’ fea-
sibility studies using technological systems that suit inter-
national investors. In this regard, informed sources said
the report that the secretariat prepared for the 2035 New
Kuwait vision was made according to advanced bases
with the aim of improving the private sector’s business
environment and attract more regional and international
investors. The program will realize basic infrastructure in
industrial areas, free zones, housing areas and new cities,
as well as improve local products’ quality and increase
GDP, the sources noted. The sources added that improv-
ing Kuwait’s ranking in the communities conditions index
will contribute to improving trade, finance, insurance and
education rates, which confirms that Kuwait adopts
advanced liberal economic policies despite geopolitical
developments in the Middle East. 

Expatriate teachers
The annual cost of expatriate teachers hired accord-

ing to the ‘second contract’ is KD 154 million, while
those hired according to monthly payments annually
cost around KD 5 million, the Ministry of Education
(MoE) said. MoE added that the total number of expats
studying in public schools, whether they are children of
teachers or other government employees, is 19,000 in
various stages, and that each of them annually costs KD
4,300. Responding to a parliamentary inquiry, MoE
said that the total rent allowance annually paid to expa-
triate teachers is KD 14 million, adding that 406 expa-
triate teachers were laid off in 2016 and 2017 as part of

its policy to replace expats with citizens.
In other news, MoE is preparing to hand over 102 of

its schools to the Ministry of Interior’s (MoI) elections
directorate starting from Friday, May 11, pending con-
ducting the 2018 Municipal Council elections on
Saturday, May 12. In this regard, informed sources said
the six educational zone directors are currently follow-
ing up the preparation and maintenance operations in
progress in designated polling stations. 

Financial statistics 
The finance ministry is about to declare the offi-

cial financial statistics for the previous fiscal year,
2017-2018, in which the deficit exceeded the KD 5
billion limit after deducting the Future Generations
Fund share, said informed sources, noting that 85
percent of the sum was covered from the general
reserves, while 15 percent was covered through oth-
er debit tools. The sources predicted the deficit to
remarkably fall during the current and the coming
fiscal years thanks to oil price increases, reducing
rel iance on oi l , governance indicators and the
improvement in business environments and the
state’s general economic policies. 
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During the weekend, a video went viral that
showed a number of women sitting on the floor
waiting to be checked by doctors at Adan

Hospital. This hospital is the main general hospital in
Ahmadi governorate. The women claimed there are no
seats for waiting patients. This short video elicited
many negative comments and views on healthcare in
Kuwait, and a lot of criticism of the hospital. 

This article will not analyze the contents of the
video, because there is currently an investigation by
the health ministry on the subject. The director of the
hospital said these women who were sitting on the
ground did so by their own choice, because the hospi-
tal provides seats, but some patients do not adhere to
the system and prefer to sit in front of the doctor’s
door. If you have visited Adan Hospital, you would
immediately know the reality of the services provided
by this hospital. But clearly, this hospital is not able to
obtain the satisfaction of many for various reasons,
possibly due to its limited services and the large num-
ber of patients. 

Last year, Global Investment House published an
interesting report about healthcare in Kuwait. It men-
tioned that the number of beds in hospitals will reach
around 6,000. It added that despite the increase in the
number of beds and nurses every year over the past
few years, Kuwait does not meet the current popula-
tion’s needs, which is growing at a higher average rate,
which could lead to a collapse in the health system
unless sufficient investments are made. I could not
agree more. 

The report also pointed to the increase in the pop-
ulation in Kuwait and the decline in the number of
deaths. This is a good indicator that shows a signifi-
cant improvement in the level of healthcare in general,
but it does not mean a total absence of medical errors
or accidents. In Kuwait, medical errors that reach the
courts vary from surgical mistakes to misdiagnosis of
the patient’s condition. 

I think we have huge potential and large financial
spending on healthcare, but the issue is about health
management, which is important. I recently underwent
treatment at a private Kuwaiti hospital and I found a
great and amazing difference between private and
public hospitals. I think people go to private hospitals
not only because of the doctors, but the nursing care
is much better too, perhaps because the number of
patients is less. After all, a private hospital is a private
project and business, so maintaining a good reputation
is a must.

The population of Kuwait is increasing, with more
than 4 million citizens and expatriates currently. This is
a large number compared to the number of hospitals
and services, so naturally we will keep hearing com-
plaints. I believe that launching commercial and med-
ical partnership initiatives between the government
and the private sector is important and has a great
need, as well as a positive impact on the local commu-
nity. Right now we have some pioneering private hos-
pitals that can raise the level of competitiveness
among hospitals to attract people. The encouragement
of the entry of more foreign investors and more pri-
vate companies in this important sector is essential
now. Such partnerships will ease the government’s
burden and create new job opportunities to develop
the healthcare sector in Kuwait.

Healthcare in Kuwait
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local spotlight

Shuwaikh Port could be shut
down for environmental reasons

After Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port opens post-2019

KUWAIT: This file photo shows containers stacked up at Shuwaikh Port.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Union of Kuwaiti
Engineering Offices and Consultant
Houses supports government proce-
dures aiming to improving Kuwait’s
ranking in terms of fighting corruption,
improving the business environment
and promoting e-services with the aim
of attracting more investments, said
Chairman Bader Al-Salman, noting that
some government bodies have been

very lenient in putting His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah’s instruc-
tions into practice. 

Salman added that Kuwaiti engi-
neering offices and consultant houses
play a significant role in protecting the
environment in all its studies and proj-
ects, and these offices usually study the
environmental impact of mega and spe-
cialized projects such as industrial
facilities, oil refineries, bridges, tunnels

and highways. 
However, Salman lamented that the

Environment Public Authority (EPA) has
been ‘complicating things’ through
demanding its approval prior to execut-
ing any standard housing or commercial
projects. He added that, for example,
EPA urged the Ministry of Public Works
(MPW) not to approve linking projects
to national sewage grids until owners or
investors check with it, so that it could
appoint an environmental consultant to
study the project’s environmental
impact before it approves the proce-
dure. “These things prolong the paper-
work needed and open more opportuni-
ties for corruption,” he warned, noting

that the Premier had instructed other-
wise and asked to cut short paperwork
needed by using e-transactions and
licensing. 

Salman stressed that EPA can benefit
from the experiences of Kuwait
Municipality, Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate (KFSD) and the Ministry of
Electricity and Water (MEW) in this
regard as they provide e-services in
both Arabic and English. In addition,
Salman criticized EPA’s recent state-
ments about not allowing future renewal
of car registrations unless they pass
EPA exhaust tests. “This is only done in
advanced countries that use specialized
technical companies,” he remarked.   

Somoud Camp
concludes
training year 
KUWAIT: The Somoud Camp concluded its 2017-2018
training year and the specialized military and security
training courses, in a ceremony held recently under
auspices of Kuwait National Guards Undersecretary Lt
Gen Hashem Abdul Razzaq Al-Refaie and with the
attendance of the Protection and Reinforcement
Commander Brig Hamad Salem Ahmad.

Union laments EPA’s 
‘complicated procedures’


