
KUWAIT: Kuwait ’s  Interior Ministry said that
70,687 road accidents were recorded and nearly five
million traffic violations were issued in Kuwait in
2017 leading to 428 accident-related deaths.  The
figures were released recently by Interior Ministry’s
acting chief spokesman Brig Gen Tawheed Al-
Kanderi.  In a statement marking the Arab Traffic
Week, Kanderi said it aims to remind motorists of the

importance of abiding by traffic regulations and road
safety guidelines.  Amongst these violations, he par-
ticularly urged against the use of mobile phones
while driving, mentioning this was the major cause of
these deaths. A total 55,321 tickets were handed to
motorists found in violation.  The Interior Ministry
media department intends to join its Arab neighbors
in a spirit of collaboration throughout the week-long

event. It will be handing out brochures and leaflets to
the public across numerous government buildings
and shopping malls and will launch several public
announcements over public and social media plat-
forms, he added.

Separately, the Interior Ministry announced yes-
terday that 28 motorists were arrested while 39 vehi-
cles were impounded during traffic campaigns con-

ducted in different places around Kuwait Friday night.
A total of 96 traffic tickets were issued in the crack-
downs that covered the Arabian Gulf Road, Second
Ring Road, Damascus Street, Maghreb Expressway,
Ibrahim Al-Mezyen Road and Jahra Road, the min-
istry’s Relations and Security Media Department said
in a statement, noting that more similar crackdowns
are expected throughout this week.
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Over 70,000 road accidents
in 2017: Interior Ministry

28 motorists arrested, 39 vehicles impounded in Friday crackdowns

CRIMES

Policeman arrested under the influence 

KUWAIT: A policeman was arrested for being
under the influence of drugs, and hashish was
found on him. A patrol pulled the car he was
driving and policemen became suspicious as he
seemed nervous, so he was searched and the
drugs found.

Muggings mystery resolved

Criminal detectives solved the mystery of eight
muggings against expatriates by a female citi-
zen and her deaf-mute boyfriend, who used to
lure victims through social media. An Egyptian
man complained to Andalus police that he
wanted to buy a car he saw on social media,
then when he called the phone number, a
woman told him to come and test-drive the car.
When he arrived, the woman told him her ‘hus-
band’ is deaf, and will be in the front seat while
she sits in the back. He said as soon he started
driving, she pulled a knife and demanded all his
valuables, so he obliged and gave her his wallet
and phone. Detectives were able to identify and
arrest the suspects. They found the man is her
friend and not her husband. Many wallets and
mobile phones were found with them. They
were sent to the public prosecution.

Drug possession

Sustained police campaigns in various areas
resulted in the discovery of 33 bags of various
drugs including shabu, cocaine, Tramadol and
hashish. A citizen was caught in Salmiya in an
abnormal condition. Another citizen was caught
in Shuhada co-op’s parking lot with hashish.
Three Asians were caught in Salwa with a large
quantity of drugs.

Swindler detained

An African swindler was arrested for selling
dollars for much less than their actual value, to a
point where he was selling $1,000 for KD 150
and was refusing to deal with customers for
amounts less than KD 30,000. The source said
when a deal was made, the swindler went to the
buyer’s place with a machine he filled with
blank paper, left it for 10 minutes, then started
the machine, and dollars come from the other
side. The swindler used to ask the buyer to take
the $100 note to money exchangers to make
sure it is authentic, then left the machine with
some blank paper and warned them not to print
more than $3,000 per day because the machine
cannot bear the load. He then used to take the
value of the ‘forged’ dollars before disappear-
ing. The suspect’s arrest was made through an
undercover agent, and he confessed that he had
swindled 10 customers. 

Indecent gesture

An Arab man was arrested for making an inde-
cent gesture in front of a woman and young girl.
Jabriya police received a complaint from a citi-
zen about the expat’s act, so a patrol chased
him. He will be interrogated before being
deported.

Intoxicated

An Asian man was sent to a police station by
facilities security men when he attempted to
enter a gate while intoxicated. Separately. two
citizens were taken to Mubarak Hospital for
treatment of injuries sustained during a fight in
which sticks and knives were used. —
Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai and
Al-Anbaa

Navy boat sinks,
crew rescued
KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti Navy vessel with 11 crewmen
on board sank in territorial waters in the Arabian
Gulf on Friday evening, the Kuwaiti Army General
Staff said.  All the crewmen of the capsized vessel,
which was on a military mission, were rescued, and
the accident caused only material damage, it added
in a press release. Investigations were underway to
find the cause of the accident, it added. — KUNA


