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MOSCOW: Russian riot police officers detain opposition leader Alexei Navalny during an unauthorized anti-Putin rally in Moscow, two days ahead of Vladimir Putin’s inauguration for a fourth Kremlin term. —AFP

MOSCOW: Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny was
detained along with more than a thousand of his support-
ers yesterday during nationwide rallies against Vladimir
Putin as police used force to break up rallies in Moscow
and Saint Petersburg. Riot police beat protesters with
truncheons, dragged them along the ground and threw
them into police vans in Moscow, in an attempt to dis-
perse a huge crowd that packed Pushkin Square to
protest against Putin’s swearing-in ceremony on Monday. 

Police grabbed Navalny, 41, soon after he showed up at
the rally, as some shouted “Shame” in Ukrainian, a famous
slogan of the Kiev uprising that ousted a Kremlin-backed
regime in 2014. Tear gas was also briefly used, AFP corre-
spondents reported from the scene. Navalny, who was
barred from challenging Putin in the March presidential
election, had called on Russians to stage a day of rallies
across the country under the catchy slogan “Not our Tsar.”

Earlier yesterday, protesters rallied in towns and cities
in Russia’s Far East and Siberia and some of those protests
were violently broken up. Independent monitoring group
OVD-Info said more than 1,000 people had been
detained by police nationwide. Of them, more than 470
were detained in Moscow and more than 50 in second
city Saint Petersburg. Police-which put the Moscow
turnout at 1,500 people-warned it would use force and

“impact munition” against the demonstrators.
Scuffles also broke out between Navalny’s supporters

and pro-Kremlin activists who descended into the square
in an apparent effort to sabotage the opposition demon-
stration. Anti-Kremlin protesters chanted “the fourth
term-in prison” and “sick of
you.” In Saint Petersburg,
several thousand people
marched along Nevsky
Prospect, the city’s main
thoroughfare, chanting
“Putin is a thief” and “Down
with the tsar”. When police
tried to stop the unsanc-
tioned march, protesters
pelted them with eggs and
water bottles, an AFP
reporter said.

‘Putin not a tsar’   
“The country needs changes,” said a 20-year-old pro-

tester, Stepan Duvanov. “Putin is not a tsar to be sitting (at
the Kremlin) forever.” Elsewhere, many protesters were
also detained in a rough manner, observers said. In the
Urals city of Chelyabinsk more than 160 people were

detained, while 35 were arrested in the eastern Siberian
city of Krasnoyarsk, said OVD-Info. Seventy five people
were detained in the northern city of Yakutsk, while twen-
ty six people including several miners were detained in
Novokuznetsk in southwestern Siberia, OVD-Info said.

A number of Navalny’s
activists were also arrested
across Russia ahead of the
protests on Friday. “Craven
old man Putin thinks he is a
tsar,” Navalny said on Twitter
ahead of the demonstrations.
Observers had expressed
fears that the protests could
lead to mass arrests after sim-
ilar rallies in 2012 led to a
huge crackdown on the
protest movement. In May

2012, tens of thousands took to the streets to protest
Putin’s inauguration for a third Kremlin term, with rallies
descending into clashes with police. Criminal charges
were brought against around 30 demonstrators and many
of them were sentenced to prison terms of between 2.5
years and 4.5 years.

The 65-year-old Putin, who has ruled Russia for almost

two decades, was re-elected for a fourth Kremlin term in
March. He recorded his best ever election performance
with more than 76 percent of the vote. Independent moni-
tors said the election was marred by a lack of genuine
competition even though fewer irregularities were report-
ed than in previous years.

Journey of an invader
This year Putin’s minders are planning a fairly low-key

inauguration ceremony that will not include a lavish
Kremlin reception in an apparent effort to eschew any bad
publicity, TV Rain, an independent channel, reported
Friday, citing informed sources.  In 2012, Putin’s black
cortËge raced through the deserted streets of Moscow on
the way to his third Kremlin inauguration with authorities
cordoning off roads, in what many saw as a major faux pas. 

This time Putin will instead meet with volunteers who
took part in his election campaign, the television channel
said. Speaking on radio, prominent political analyst
Stanislav Belkovsky said that throwing a Kremlin banquet
for the elites “when the number of poor people is sharply
rising due to Western sanctions and counter-sanctions” is
now seen as an unaffordable luxury. Belkovsky said many
people saw Putin’s sweeping through deserted streets in
the capital in 2012 as a “journey of an invader.”—AFP

Opposition leader Navalny detained at anti-Putin rally
More than 1,000 protesters detained nationwide

Police arrest 14 after 
teen raped, burned 
to death in India
NEW DELHI: Police arrested 14 men yesterday after a
teenager was raped and burned alive at her home in eastern
India, in the latest case of sexual violence in the country. The
16-year-old was abducted from her home when her family
was away to attend a wedding and raped in a forested area of
Jharkhand state on Thursday, a local police officer said. The
family complained to the village council which on Friday
ordered two accused men to do 100 sit-ups and pay a fine of
50,000 rupees. Village councils of local elders often settle
disputes, bypassing India’s lengthy and expensive judicial sys-
tem. Although they carry no legal weight, they exert massive
influence over rural life. Police said the punishment enraged
the men, who beat the girl’s parents before setting her on fire.

“The two accused thrashed the parents and rushed to the
house where they set the girl ablaze with the help of their
accomplices,” Ashok Ram, the officer in charge of the local
police station, said. Ram said they had arrested 14 men over
the case so far although the main suspect was still on the run.
Jharkhand Chief Minister Raghubar Das said he was shocked
by the “gruesome incident” and called for stringent action
against the culprits. The incident comes as India reels under a
string of violent sexual crimes despite tightening of laws.

On Friday, a 55-year-old man allegedly committed sui-
cide after being accused of raping a nine-year-old in
southern Andhra Pradesh state, the Press Trust of India
reported. Protests have been held across the country
since horrific details emerged last month about an eight
year-old girl being gang-raped and murdered in Jammu
and Kashmir. —AFP

New York 
celebrates 
commuter ferry 
‘success story’
NEW YORK: In a city beset by trans-
port woes, the ferry from Brooklyn and
Queens to Manhattan is a New York
success story, pleasing commuters,
delighting tourists and outperforming
expectations on its first anniversary. On
a swelteringly hot May afternoon, busi-
nessmen, school children, families and
tourists queue down the pier, waiting to
board a boat for the East River with an
impressive view of the New York skyline.

At only $2.75 per head, with an
onboard bar, it’s the same price as a
sweaty, frequently delayed and often
dirty subway ride, a bargain gratefully
snapped up by those living close enough
to the water to enjoy it. “It’s been a lot
easier to commute,” admits Vivian, a 32-
year-old designer from Long Island City,
who doesn’t want to give her last name.
“Of course there are times when it gets
pretty full, but it is pretty consistent.”

“It’s a lot less stressful than the sub-
way,” agrees Emily Lynch, 22, a recent
New York arrival. “There’s not as many
crazy people on the ferries.” While the
city’s 8.5 million residents are increas-
ingly fed up with chronic subway delays,

complaints about the ferry focus on their
popularity: long queues at peak times
and services that some want more fre-
quent than once every 25 minutes during
the week and once an hour at weekends.

In a US financial capital infamous for
its high prices, tourists are also fond of
the ferries and the chance to take in the
magnificent Manhattan skyline, with trips
recommended in guide books for the
thrift-conscious. Ridership reflects such
enthusiasm. City hall recorded 3.7 million
passengers in the first year. Two new
routes plan to take in the Bronx and the
Lower East Side by the end of the sum-
mer, raising the total number to six.

Twice as many passengers as thought 
City officials now predict that rider-

ship could reach nine million by 2023,
nearly double initial estimates.
Democratic Mayor Bill de Blasio has set
aside $300 million over the next five
years for new 350-passenger capacity
ferries, improvements to piers and docks,
and a second homeport where ferries will
be maintained. “New Yorkers have spo-
ken. We are going to need bigger boats.
We’re gearing up to meet the extraordi-
nary demand,” he said Thursday.

Roland Lewis, president and CEO of
the Waterfront Alliance who pushed for
the ferry service for years, attributes the
success to many factors: new boats, the
right price and reasonably frequent
operations. “It has really changed peo-
ple’s lives,” he said. “It’s opening up peo-
ple’s eyes to the city from a whole new

perspective: for the first time in their
lives hundreds of thousands of people
are seeing their hometown from the
water.” Supporters say the ferry is help-
ing to rejuvenate coastal communities in
outer boroughs, typically former indus-
trial areas, although there are also com-
plaints about rent hikes in a city forever
gentrifying.

What remains unclear is whether a
less progressive mayor in the future or
leaner economic times could spell the
end of the hefty subsidies. The city cur-

rently estimates that it spends $6.60 on
each journey-more than double what
passengers pay.

Thursday’s announcement of the
additional $300 million fanned criticism
against de Blasio. Some accuse him of
favoring the ferries at the expense of the
bus or the subway, which serve many
areas inaccessible by boat. Lewis, how-
ever, is unapologetic. “I’d like to see a
ferry to La Guardia Airport and to
Kennedy Airport,” he said of the city’s
two aviation hubs.—AFP

NEW YORK: A NYC Ferry crosses the East River on it’s way to the East 34th Street landing in
New York. —AFP 
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