
HOUSTON: Eric Gordon scored a playoff-high 25 points
as the Houston Rockets turned an opening flourish into a
113-92 win over the Utah Jazz on Friday at Vivint Smart
Home Arena in Game 3 of their Western Conference semifi-
nal series.

The Rockets took a 2-1 series lead on the strength of a
19-2 run in the opening period, with Game 4 set for Sunday
in Salt Lake City. Gordon shot 5-for-22 in Games 1 and 2
but was instrumental in the first-half blitz that put the
Rockets firmly in control at the break.

Gordon scored 17 points on 6-for-8 shooting prior to
the intermission as the Rockets ravaged the Jazz defense.
While Houston scored 17 points off 11 Utah turnovers in the
first half, the Jazz shot just 36.6 percent and struggled to
generate offense from the usual
suspects, with Donovan
Mitchell and Joe Ingles shoot-
ing a combined 2-for-15 in the
first half. Jae Crowder, who
nailed 8 of 13 3-pointers in
Houston, was 1-for-4 overall by
the break as Utah trailed 70-
40 at halftime.

The 30-point halftime
deficit was the largest in post-
season history for the Jazz.
After Ingles opened the game’s
scoring with a deep 3-pointer
from the top of the key, the
Rockets responded with a hail of baskets, depositing tran-
sition threes in addition to an avalanche of paint points.
Gordon scored on consecutive possessions to up the
Houston lead to 23-8, and when Nene hit two free throws
at the 3:23 mark of the first, the Rockets held their first 20-
point lead at 32-12.

The Rockets posted a first-quarter, postseason-high 39
points and led by 17 entering the second. After Royce
O’Neale engineered a 9-0 run that cut a 49-25 deficit to 15,
the Rockets closed the half with a 21-6 blitz. Gordon hit
two threes during that run, which was started by a nifty
give-and-go between James Harden and Clint Capela that

resulted in a rousing dunk.
Houston shot 58.7 percent in the first half and assisted

on 17 of 27 field goals. The Rockets led by as many as 38
points in the second half, extending to an 88-50 lead on a
Gordon 3-pointer in the third quarter.

Harden finished with 25 points and 12 assists while
Capela added 11 points, eight rebounds, four assists and
four blocks. Chris Paul chipped in 15 points, seven
rebounds and six assists for the Rockets. O’Neale led Utah
with 17 points. Mitchell totaled 10 on 4-of-16 shooting.
Earlier, Anthony Davis had 33 points and 18 rebounds as
the host New Orleans Pelicans defeated the Golden State
Warriors 119-100 in Game 3 of their Western Conference
semifinal playoff series Friday night at the Smoothie King

Center. The Pelicans took the
lead for good midway through
the first quarter as they cut the
defending champion Warriors’
series lead to 2-1. Game 4 will
be played today afternoon in
New Orleans Jrue Holiday
added 21 points, Nikola
Mirotic had 16 points and 13
rebounds, Ian Clark scored a
career-playoff-high 18 points,
E’Twaun Moore scored 13 and
Rajon Rondo had 21 assists for
New Orleans.

Klay Thompson scored 26,
Kevin Durant had 22, Stephen Curry, playing in his second
game and making his first start since returning from a knee
injury, scored 19 and Draymond Green had 11 points, 12
rebounds and nine assists for the Warriors.

The Pelicans made 50 percent of their shots (48 of 96),
including 45.2 percent of their 3-point attempts (14 of 31).
The Warriors made 38 percent of their shots (35 of 92),
including 29 percent of their 3-point attempts (9 of 31).
Davis had two quick baskets as New Orleans began the
third quarter with a 10-2 run to build a 72-58 lead. Green
made a free throw, but Davis scored six more points as
they Pelicans took an 83-63 lead. They led by as many as

25 before Durant scored seven points during an 10-2 run
that cut New Orleans’ lead to 92-75 after three quarters.
Shaun Livingston scored the first basket of the fourth quar-
ter to cut the deficit to 15, but Clark scored six points as
the Pelicans took a 101-79 lead. Holiday was hot and the
Warriors were cold in the early going. He scored 11 points,
and the Pelicans made 6 of 10 3-point tries in the first quar-
ter.  Golden State made just 9 of 25 shots (36 percent), and

New Orleans had a 30-21 lead at the end of the period.
The lead grew to 15 twice before Thompson heated up.

He scored 10 points as the Warriors got within 44-40.
Davis, who had just three points, got more involved, scoring
eight points as the Pelicans rebuilt the lead to 55-42.
Thompson scored eight more and finished with 20 second-
quarter points as Golden State cut the New Orleans lead to
62-56 at halftime. — Reuters
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LONDON: Irish training great Aidan O’Brien’s bid for
a historic treble this weekend began in sparkling
fashion as his son Donnacha rode Saxon Warrior to
win the first classic of the season, the English 2000
Guineas, yesterday.

Saxon Warrior stormed through to win with ease
to give Aidan O’Brien-who is in the United States
where he hopes to win the Kentucky Derby for the
first time for a European stable later on Saturday-his
ninth win in the race. The winner, who is by Japanese
stallion Deep Impact, was never challenged once he
hit the front. But there was a remarkable run from
50/1 outsider Tip To Win who came home second
under David Probert with favourite Mazar third for
Dubai’s Godolphin Operation.

Alarm bells had rung for O’Brien’s other fancied
runner Gustav Klimt after he drifted from favourite
out to third favourite by the off, and he failed to fire,
finishing mid-division of the 14 runners.  Winning rid-
er Donnacha O’Brien emulated his older brother
Joseph in winning the race for his father.

The victory was extra special as a battle with his
weight means he will not have much longer in the
saddle. “This is very special,” said Donnacha O’Brien.
“A huge thanks to the owners especially dad for put-
ting me on in the first place.

“This is a proper horse,” added the 19-year-old.
Joseph, who has turned to training himself and won last
year’s Melbourne Cup edging his father into second, ran
from the stands to welcome home his brother. “Gosh he
gave him a lovely ride,” gasped Joseph once he got his
breath back. —AFP
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HOUSTON: Joe Johnson #7 of the Houston Rockets shoots the ball over David Stockton #5 of the Utah Jazz during
Game Three of the Western Conference Semifinals of the 2018 NBA Playoffs on Friday at the Vivint Smart Home
Arena Salt Lake City, Utah. —AFP

WELLINGTON: Ben Lam bagged a hat-trick as the
Wellington Hurricanes downed the Golden Lions 28-19 in
Super Rugby yesterday while the Auckland Blues upset
the NSW Waratahs 24-21 to maintain New Zealand’s dom-
inance over Australia.

The Hurricanes victory put them two points behind the
Canterbury Crusaders in the New Zealand conference, but
with a game in hand, while the Lions suffered their fifth
loss but remain top of the South African division.  The
Blues, meanwhile, remain the bottom New Zealand side
and even though they were outscored by the top
Australian team three tries to two they cashed in on penal-
ties to give Kiwi sides their 38th consecutive win over
their trans-Tasman rivals.

Lam, the leading try scorer in the competition and seen
by many in New Zealand as an All Black-in-waiting, was a
central figure in the Hurricanes win as he lifted his total of
tries for the year to 12.

With his mix of pace and power, Lam is seen by the
Hurricanes as a special weapon.  “He’s on fire. He’s playing
really good football,” said captain Brad Shields while
coach Chris Boyd believed Lam can only get better. “He’s
starting to realise the potential he’s got. He’s big and fast.
He’s doing a good job for us but at the end of a good
backline.” The Hurricanes have been smarting since the
semi-finals last year when they surrendered a 19-point
lead to lose to the Lions 44-29.

They were determined to exact revenge and when they
again took an early lead it was one which they would not
surrender in a game which never reached great heights, in
part because of a strong, swirling wind in the stadium. 

Tries to Lam and Ardie Savea had the Hurricanes ahead
14-7 at half-time with scrum-half Nic Groom scoring for
the Lions just before the break.  Savea’s try came from a

stolen lineout as the Lions struggled with their throw after
influential hooker Malcom Marx limped off the field early
with a hamstring strain.

Lam scored twice more in the second half with
Beauden Barrett converting all four Hurricanes tries as the
forged their way to a 28-7 lead before the Lions staged a
late comeback with tries to industrious flanker Marnus
Schoeman and replacement wing Sylvian Mahuza. The
Blues win was only their third of the season, while the
Waratahs have now lost three of nine. The Waratahs want-
ed to play at pace but turnovers proved costly as the Blues
cashed in on the errors to lead 18-14 at half-time.

In the second half the Waratahs tightened their game
only to be confronted by an uncompromising Blues defen-
sive wall.  “It was a massive effort from the boys. It’s mas-
sive for us,” said captain Augustine Pulu.

“We needed our big players to step up and have those
big plays in those crucial moments.” A disappointed
Waratahs’ captain Michael Hooper believed his side had
only themselves to blame. “We created a lot of opportuni-
ty and then blew it. We were getting into their 22 easily,”
he said. Playing on Brookvale Oval, the homeground of the
Manly Warringah rugby league side, the Waratahs had
powerful ball-winning weapons in the form of Michael
Wells, Michael Hooper and Will Miller. 

But the Blues played smarter, favouring an attack
through the middle while the Sydneysiders shaped to play
wide. For the Blues, Rieko Ioane and Tumua Manu scored
tries with Stephen Perofeta landing a conversion and four
penalties. The Waratahs tries came from Damien
Fitzpatrick, Sekope Kepu and Hooper with Bernard Foley
converting all three. —AFP
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WELLINGTON: Vince Aso (C) of the Hurricanes is tackled by Marnus Schoeman (L) and Nic Groom of the
Lions during the Super Rugby match between the Hurricanes from New Zealand and the Lions from
South Africa at Westpac Stadium in Wellington yesterday. — AFP

TEL AVIV: Australia’s Rohan Dennis took the
race leader’s pink jersey off reigning champion
Tom Dumoulin as Italy’s Elia Viviani won the
Giro d’Italia second stage in Tel Aviv yesterday.
Dennis claimed three bonus seconds in an inter-
mediate sprint earlier on the 167-kilometre
stage from Haifa to overcome his two-second
deficit from Friday’s opening time-trial in
Jerusalem.

Race favourite Chris Froome finished safely
in the peloton after a bunch sprint in the
Mediterranean coastal resort of Tel Aviv. The
32-year-old Briton was nursing cuts and abra-
sions to his right-hand side, suffered in a train-
ing crash in Jerusalem on Friday. He had surpris-
ingly lost 37 seconds to Dutchman Dumoulin-his
chief rival for overall victory-in the race against
the clock, later admitting he had been riding in
pain. On Saturday, Olympic omnium champion
Viviani, 29, seemed to have left his charge to the
line quite late but burst through from well
behind to emerge from the back wheel of

Irishman Sam Bennett and surge to victory. “The
win, everyone was expecting but doing it is nev-
er easy,” Viviani, who won his second stage at
the Giro, told Eurosport. “I was really nervous
this morning, I tried to overcome a bit this emo-
tion but it’s not easy.”

Italian Jakub Mareczko was second with
Bennet taking third. Dennis, 27, had edged out
Viviani at an intermediate sprint 91km into the

stage to claim the three bonus seconds he need-
ed to take the race lead. “I think Viviani, he
sprinted but he didn’t go full,” admitted Dennis.
“It was good to see him get the stage win after
not giving it to me, but he was kind let’s be hon-
est!” Dennis has now worn the leader’s jersey at
all three Grand Tours, following opening stage
success at the Tour de France in 2015 and last
year’s Vuelta a Espana.— AFP
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TEL AVIV: Australia’s rider of team BMC Rohan Dennis (R) wearing the overall leader’s
pink jersey receives flowers from Israeli top-model Bar Refaeli as he celebrates on the
podium after the 2nd stage of the 101st Giro d’Italia, Tour of Italy, yesterday, 167 kilo-
meters between Haifa and Tel Aviv.— AFP

NORTH CAROLINA: Peter Malnati
earned his first halfway lead on the PGA
Tour on Friday by opening up a one-
stroke advantage over Jason Day and
Aaron Wise at  the Wells  Fargo
Championship in North Carolina.

While Tiger Woods and Rory McIlroy
slipped nine strokes off the pace, Malnati
used his cross-handed putting stroke
efficiently, banging in two late birdies for
a three-under-par 68 second round on
the Quail Hollow course in Charlotte. At
seven-under 135, Malnati  heads
Australian Day (67) and Aaron Wise (68)
by a shot, while South African Charl
Schwartzel (67) and Englishman Paul
Casey (68) trail by two.

Woods putted poorly on slow greens to
card a 73 and slump to equal 48th with,
among others, birthday boy McIlroy. “I’ve
had ample time to make the adjustment and

I haven’t,” said Woods, whose lone birdie
came at his final hole. Leader Malnati,
ranked 673rd in the world, has not finished
better than 30th in 17 starts on tour this
season but he said he had adopted a more
relaxed attitude this week.

“I’m feeling good, confident in what
I’ve been doing, and I’m letting it show
on the course rather than letting it stress
me out,” said the 30-year-old, who has
one victory on the Tour.

Second-placed Day showed glimpses
of the form that took him to the world
number one ranking two years ago. “The
driving has been great this year, the
chipping and putting has been good,” he
said.

“The irons just need to tighten up.
Once that starts to happen I think things
are going to switch pretty quickly.” Last
August, Day was in contention late in the
third round at the PGA Championship at
Quail Hollow, until a quadruple bogey at
the 18th hole all but ended his chances.

But he still likes the course. “It’s a
major championships golf  course so
you’ve got to be patient and take your
chances when you get them,” he said.
McIlroy has won twice on the course but
Friday was not a particularly happy 29th
birthday for the four-times major cham-
pion, who limped home in 40 strokes on
the back nine en route to a 76.—Reuters
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