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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Man City v Huddersfield Town 15:30

beIN SPORTS HD 2

Chelsea FC v Liverpool 18:30

beIN SPORTS HD 2

Arsenal FC v Burnley FC 18:30

beIN SPORTS HD 5

SPANISH LEAGUE
Malaga CF v Deportivo Alaves 13:00

beIN SPORTS HD 3

Atletico de Madrid v Espanyol 17:15

beIN SPORTS HD 3

Las Palmas v Getafe CF 19:30

beIN SPORTS HD 3

FC Barcelona v Real Madrid 21:45

beIN SPORTS HD 1

beIN SPORTS HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Udinese Calcio v Inter Milano 13:30

beIN SPORTS HD 2

SS Lazio v Atalanta 16:00

beIN SPORTS MAX 4

SSC Napoli v Torino FC 16:00

beIN SPORTS HD 2 FR

AC Chievo Verona v Crotone 16:00

beIN SPORTS

Genoa CFC v ACF Fiorentina 16:00

beIN SPORTS 

spal v Benevento 16:00

beIN SPORTS

Sassuolo Calcio v Sampdoria 19:00

beIN SPORTS HD 4

Cagliari Calcio v AS Roma 21:45

beIN SPORTS HD 4

FRENCH LEAGUE
Saint Etienne v Girondins de Bordeaux 16:00

beIN SPORTS HD 1 FR

Olympique Lyonnais v ES Troyes AC 17:30

beIN SPORTS

Caen v AS Monaco FC 18:00

beIN SPORTS MAX 4 FR

Dijon v EA Guingamp 18:00

beIN SPORTS MAX 5 FR

FC Metz v SCO Angers 18:00

beIN SPORTS MAX 6 FR

FC Nantes v Montpellier HSC 18:00

beIN SPORTS HD 2 FR

Stade Rennais v RC Strasbourg 18:00

beIN SPORTS MAX 7 FR

Toulouse FC v LOSC Lille 18:00

beIN SPORTS MAX 8 FR

Olympique Marseille v OGC Nice 22:05

beIN SPORTS HD 6

DUBAI: Defending champions Australia were handed
an intriguing draw for the 2019 AFC Asian Cup during a
gala ceremony at the world’s tallest building-the Burj
Khalifa-here on Friday.

The Socceroos, who beat South Korea 2-1 in the
final of the 2015 edition as hosts, have been drawn in
Group B with Syria, Jordan
and Palestine for the event to
be held from January 5 to
February 1 next year in the
United Arab Emirates.

Australia and Jordan have
faced each other four times-
all in World Cup qualifying-
with each side winning two
games, while Syria’s gallant
but eventually unsuccessful
bid to qualify for the upcom-
ing World Cup in Russia has
made football fans sit up and
take notice. Japan, who have
won the event a record four times, are expected to sail
through to the round of 16 from Group F which also
includes Uzbekistan, Oman and Turkmenistan.

Former champions Iran and Iraq have been slotted in
Group D along with Vietnam and Yemen, while feuding
neighbours Saudi Arabia and Qatar have been drawn in
Group E with North Korea and Lebanon for company.

The Saudis have won the continental championship
three times, but their last success was in 1996 when the
event was hosted by the UAE.

The expanded tournament will see 24 teams battle it
out for a five million dollar top prize along with a brand
new trophy, which was also unveiled at the draw on

Friday. The runners-up in the
richest-ever Asian Cup will
pocket three million dollars
while all 24 teams taking part
will be awarded 200,000
dollars for merely qualifying.

The tournament will kick
off with a Group A match
between hosts UAE and
Bahrain at the Zayed Sports
City Stadium in Abu Dhabi
on January 5. Ahead of the
draw, the new Asian Cup tro-
phy was unveiled by Asian
Football Confederation

(AFC) president Sheikh Salman bin Ebrahim al-Khalifa
and former UAE international Zuhair Bakheet.

“Since 1956 we have had the same trophy and in
keeping with the new and exciting future of the compe-
tition, the AFC decided to commission a new trophy,
one that captures the excitement and drama of the
tournament ahead,” said Sheikh Salman. — AFP

Tournament 
kicks with hosts

UAE and 
Bahrain on Jan 5

Holders Australia land Syria, 
Jordan in Asian Cup draw

Former champions Iran and Iraq slotted in Group D 

A picture taken on May 4, 2018 shows the final draw for the 2019 edition of the AFC Asian cup tournament, during the
official draw event in Dubai.

RABAT: Morocco is gearing up for a fierce competition
with the US, Canada and Mexico to host the 2026
World Cup.  “Morocco today has the necessary infra-
structure and potential to host the World Cup,” presi-
dent of the Morocco 2026 World Cup host bid, Moulay
Hafid Elalamy has said in statements to reporters
recently on the sidelines of the bid submission ceremo-
ny. He stated that the geographical proximity to Africa
and Europe, civilization and the fulfilment of the FIFA
requirements all qualified his country to host the impor-
tant sports event.

As part of Morocco’s bid, it pledged to invest $15.8
billion on construction of new stadiums, improvement
of infrastructure to fit the FIFA standards, he pointed
out. Elalamy unveiled that the Moroccan dossier to
FIFA comprised 40,000 pages that included details
about the four important elements that FIFA had set as
the basic criteria for evaluation: stadiums, means of
transportation, training spaces and accommodation.

Morocco could mobilize 14 stadiums in 10 different
cities, including 12 world-class ones, and assembled
pitches, he stated. Morocco had vied unsuccessfully for
the world’s biggest football event for four previous
times in 1994, 1998, 2006, and 2010.

Rabat, however, hopes the accumulative experience
of the four bids would help boost its dossier.

This time, Morocco has an important record of
experience and achievements that would favor his can-
didacy in the face of the joint bid of the United States,
Canada and Mexico, Elalamy said.

Officials in charge of the bid also pine high hopes on
the expected backing from the Arab world, Africa and
many European countries to boost its chances.  He
argued that his country’s bid represented the African

continent and the Arab world, as well as had gained the
support of many European Union, Asian and South
America countries.

More than 58 African, Arab and European countries
had so far backed the Moroccan bid, with the number
of supporters expected to rise.  Arab countries has
unanimously voiced support for Morocco’s bid during
the recent Arab summit in the eastern Saudi city of
Dhahran.  On April 20, the FIFA’s technical committee
concluded its first visit to Morocco as part of its
inspection mission to bidding countries to assess their
ability to host the world’s largest football event.

A member of the Moroccan World Cup nomination
Committee and President of the Moroccan Royal
Football Federation Fouzi Lekjaa told reporters at the
end of the FIFA team visit that “they has collected tech-
nical data about the proposed stadiums to host the

World Cup and accommodation services.” He noted
that the committee had some reservations about some
stadiums, the accommodation services and the model of
the assembled pitches proposed Morocco.  Morocco,
however, vowed to address all FIFA demands and con-
cerns.  FIFA’s evaluation committee can disqualify any
nomination bid that does not meet the basic criteria.

The decisive vote to choose the host country for the
2026 World Cup will take place on June 13 on the eve of
the 2018 World Cup in Russia.  A total of 207 FIFA mem-
ber associations will participate in the voting process,
out of 211, as the biding countries are not eligible to vote.
This would be the first time that all FIFA member states
partake in world cup host country’s choice, not only the
members of the Executive Committee as it was the case
in the past. A total of 48 countries instead of 32 would
play in the 2026 World Cup. — KUNA

Morocco in rough 
ride to host 
2026 World Cup

BOURNEMOUTH: Swansea City’s hopes of salvaging
their place in the Premier League suffered a potentially
grievous blow as Ryan Fraser’s deflected strike earned
Bournemouth a 1-0 win yesterday to secure another
season of top-flight football for the Cherries.

Bournemouth ended a run of three straight defeats
when Andrew Surman rolled a 37th-minute free kick
across the edge of the box to the diminutive Fraser,
whose shot cannoned off Alfie Mawson to leave Lukasz
Fabianski with no chance.

Jordan Ayew should have equalised minutes later
only to shoot wide from six metres but although they
had their chances, Carlos Carvalhal’s side were unable
to add to their 33-point haul in the danger zone.

Swansea, winless in seven matches, have two more
games at home to relegation rivals Southampton and
doomed Stoke City but Eddie Howe’s Bournemouth,
who could have won more convincingly but for fine
keeping from Fabianski, are safe.  

Earlier, West Ham United improved their prospects
of avoiding relegation from the Premier League with
deserved 2-0 victory at below-par Leicester City yes-
terday.  West Ham, who moved on to 38 points and
should be safe with two home games remaining, were
the brighter side from the start and deserved their lead
after 34 minutes.

The lively Marko Arnautovic hit the bar, then
regained possession and laid on a pass to give
Portuguese international Joao Mario a simple goal.
Leicester protested in vain that Arnautovic had fouled

Christian Fuchs. 
Booed off at halftime, the hosts improved a little with

a double substitution but conceded again in the 64th
minute to Mark Noble’s fine volley from outside the
penalty area. “That’s the best I’ve scored for sure,
especially with what’s involved with this game,” Noble
said.  “It could have gone anywhere but it’s hit the post
and gone in. “I hope on Thursday night against Man
United we can perform like that but we want to try and
finish as high as we can.”

Manager David Moyes, with his side in 15th, is also
looking up the table rather than down. “These players
are capable of winning games,” he told Sky Sports. “I’m
thinking can we get closer to mid-table.” Leicester
remained ninth in the table. — Reuters 

Swansea in big 
relegation 
trouble after 
1-0 loss 

BOURNEMOUTH: Bournemouth’s English mid-
fielder Lewis Cook (R) controls the ball as
Bournemouth’s Scottish midfielder Ryan Fraser
(L) and Swansea City’s English midfielder
Nathan Dyer (2L) during the English Premier
League football match. —AFP

PARIS: When you don’t have money, you need good
ideas. That could be the motto of Stephane Masala, the
coach who took third division Les Herbiers to the French
Cup final in which they face the mighty Paris St Germain
on Tuesday. With a budget of about 2 million euros ($2.4
million) compared to PSG’s 540 million, Les Herbiers
barely stand a chance on paper against a team who have
won the last three editions of the competition.

But Masala is an Italian football fan and he has been
trying to instil that culture into a squad who knocked out
two Ligue 2 sides on their way to the Stade de France
showdown. “My father, who is from Sardinia, had record-
ed all the Italy games from the 1982 World Cup,” the 41-
year-old Masala, whose voicemail message is the Italian
anthem “Fratelli d’Italia”, told Reuters.

“I got the virus early on, I have always had this Italian
football mentality, where the tactical work is super
important.” Masala, who says he will probably not watch
the World Cup next month because the Italy have failed
to qualify, is a Juventus fan and he has a subscription to
an Italian coaching website, allenatore.net.

“Every month I receive stuff from them it’s really help-
ful,” explained the man who was in Berlin to cheer for
Italy in the World Cup final they won on penalties against
France in 2006. “I try to teach my players the importance
of finding space.”

Masala’s main inspiration is Massimo De Paoli, the for-
mer Head of Youth Development at Brescia who devel-
oped the “Spaccare lo spazio” (break up the space)
method. Although Les Herbiers have been struggling in
the National championship (third division), where they lie
two points above the relegation zone, PSG have the
utmost respect for them. — Reuters 

Les Herbiers plan 
Italian job on PSG 
in French Cup final


