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KUWAIT: An awareness day on chronic wound manage-
ment and diabetic foot care was held at the Avenues.
“Care for the foot is of immense importance for diabet-
ics. Diabetic foot clinics receive many cases every day,
an average of 43 cases - Amiri Hospital receives 35 cas-
es during mornings and 15 during the evening,” said
head of Kuwait Society for Wound Management Dr
Ghada Ibrahim. 

The awareness day was held with the participation of
an integrated team of specialists from the Diabetic Foot
Care Society, which is under the Kuwait Medical
Association. “Health awareness has become widespread
lately with good results and has reduced amputations from
15 cases in 2009 to only six in 2017,” Dr Ibrahim added.

During the event, plastic surgeons from Babtain burn
center led by Dr Qutaiba Al-Kandari and blood vessels
laboratory specialist at Adan Hospital Dr Ahrar Al-Husseini
along with orthopedic specialists and physiotherapists
were at hand. Director General of Bader Al-Sultan
Company, which sponsored the event, Emad Al-Zibin said:
“The awareness day was up to expectations, and aware-
ness brings good results, so we always attempt to spread
awareness in the entire country.”

‘Chronic Wound Management and 
Diabetic Foot Care’ awareness day

Campaigners fear 
Latin America is 
rolling back on 
eco-farming promises
ROME: The world map, beamed on a large display screen,
shows a stark contrast between Latin America, where dark
colors cover most of the continent, and the rest of the world,
where there are few. This map’s focus is nations that have
laws and policies supporting eco-farming techniques, a
practice known as “agroecology”. Fewer than 30 countries
worldwide have such laws, and more than half of those that
do are in Latin America. But in practice, campaigners told
the Thomson Reuters Foundation, some Latin American
governments are ignoring these laws and policies, while
Brazil is accused of rolling them back. That threatens the
environment and, cumulatively, the livelihoods of tens of

thousands of farmers, they said. “For the last three years ...
we have been losing resources to sustain agroecology poli-
cies,” said Maria Noel Salgado, a Uruguayan farmer and
coordinator with the Agroecological Movement of Latin
America and the Caribbean (MAELA), a network of indige-
nous people and small-scale farmers and fishermen. “The
laws are there but there are no resources. We now have a
lot of governments who only believe in the power of markets
and biotechnology,” she added, referring to the rise of con-
servative leaders across the region.

Agroecology, as its name implies, shuns chemical
inputs. Instead it uses nature-friendly methods such as
planting trees on farms and rotating crops to improve the
soil and protect against pests. Its proponents say it can
provide more nutritious and environmentally-friendly food
for a growing world, increase farmers’ earnings and make
farms resilient to climate change. “There is growing evi-
dence that these systems keep carbon in the ground, sup-
port biodiversity, rebuild soil fertility and sustain yields
over time, providing a basis for secure farm livelihoods,”
said a 2016 report by the International Panel of Experts on
Sustainable Food Systems (IPES-Food).

Good on paper...
The world map showing Latin America apparently

leading the way was the centrepiece at an international
meeting on agroecology in early April, organized by the
United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).
The laws and policies that are now in place in the region
are the result of decades of campaigning by farmers and
campaigners, Angela Cordeiro, a Brazilian agronomist, told
the Thomson Reuters Foundation at the meeting. “Despite
the fact that we have a very strong agribusiness sector in
Brazil ... civil society and social movements managed to
influence some laws,” Cordeiro said.

Ross Mary Borja, director of Ecuador-based charity
EkoRural, said her country’s progressive laws were due to
pressure: its 2008 constitution, which includes specific
rights for nature, was a result of constant campaigning by
groups, including hers. Both Brazil and Nicaragua have
laws and policies on agroecology and organic production,
for example, while El Salvador is considering a similar
approach. Brazil, for instance, stipulates that 30 percent
of food for its school-feeding program must come from
family farms, which earn a premium if they use agroecol-

ogy. And in December, the Community of Latin American
and Caribbean States (CELAC), an intergovernmental
grouping of 33 countries, agreed to strengthen policies
“that contribute to the development of agroecological
family farming”.

Less good in practice
That said, countries’ implementation of laws that sup-

port agroecology and sustainable agriculture has been
uneven, said Jean-Francois Le Coq of the French
Agricultural Research Centre for Development (CIRAD), a
French government agency. Nicaragua has not implement-
ed its agroecology law at the grassroots level, for example,
and Costa Rica has only partly implemented its law to pro-
mote organic agriculture, said Le Coq, whose organization
in 2017 studied how agroecology is practiced in eight
Latin American countries. Another problem, campaigners
said, is the gap between what is in the law and what hap-
pens on the ground. Despite Ecuador’s constitutional pro-
tection for nature, for example, its biodiversity is under
threat from industrial agriculture, oil exploration, mining
and poverty, they said. —Reuters


