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Saoirse Ronan “charmed and hypnotized” everyone on the set of
‘Atonement’.  The 24-year-old actress starred as teenager Briony
Tallis in the 2007 romantic war drama, and Ian McEwan - who

wrote the best-selling novel that the film was based on - has revealed
how Saoirse wowed everyone on the set.  Ian said: “Even then, she
showed an extraordinary ability to take control of the material, to
morph from a sparky Irish kid into an upper-class English girl with
cut-glass accent to match.  “She knew how to convey a particular form
of inwardness, of an imagination running riot.”  Saoirse was nominated
for the Best Supporting Actress Oscar for her performance in the film.
And Ian has revealed that the other cast members loved working with
her.  He said, according to the Irish Independent newspaper: “She also
completely charmed and hypnotized the set.”  Meanwhile, Saoirse
revealed in February that she was tempted to bring her dog Fran as her
date to this year’s Academy Awards.  The 24-year-old actress was
nominated for the Best Actress prize at the Oscars for her performance
in ‘Lady Bird’, and Saoirse revealed she almost decided on taking the
beloved family pooch.  Saoirse said: “Fran is our puppy. She’s a dog. I
call myself my mother’s first child and Fran is definitely the second
child could be replacing me very soon.  “I mean Fran was in the run-
ning for a while to come to the Oscars but we all had a discussion
about it and Fran was like ‘You know what I’m going to take a step
back, because this is my first year in the house and I think mam - my
mum - you should go.’ It’s quite big of her.”
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Ryan Reynolds is still keen to get Deadpool and Wolverine in a movie together. The 41-
year-old actor stars as the red and black lycra-clad anti-hero and his alter ego Wade
Wilson in 2016’s ‘Deadpool’ and its upcoming sequel, and despite Hugh Jackman’s

Wolverine meeting his demise in last year’s ‘Logan’, Ryan still believes a collaboration
between the two superheroes is possible. ‘Logan’ is set years in the future from the point
where ‘Deadpool 2’ takes place, and so Ryan argues that Wolverine - who was portrayed by
49-year-old Hugh in eight movies - is still “alive and well” during the time of the Deadpool
series. Ryan said: “He’s alive and well in my timeline. There is a Logan running around out
there with a little bushy chest and his little sharpy, sharpy claws, and he is alive and well and
ready to go. I would love that.” But Ryan admits the problem doesn’t lie in Wolverine’s health,
but in Hugh’s willingness to don the claws for a ninth time. Speaking to Entertainment Weekly
magazine, Ryan added: “I think convincing Hugh of that would be a near-impossible feat, but
there’s no human being I love more than Hugh Jackman in that universe, and equally so as a
friend. He’s just the best. I already miss him as Logan, so I’m one of those guys that whenever
I see him, I’m like, ‘Come on, man. Just one more. Come on. We’ll do it together. It’ll be fun.
Come on! On three. Here we go, together. One, two, three, together,’ and it’s always just me
saying it.” Ryan’s comments come after Hugh previously insisted he would not be returning
as the ‘X-Men’ mutant, but supported the idea of someone else starring in the role alongside
Ryan. Asked what were the chances of seeing Deadpool and Wolverine appear in a film
together, he said: “It’s sort of out of my hands because I’m an actor who’s played Wolverine.
I’m out. But if I was running the studio and someone else was playing Wolverine.”
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Sir Anthony Hopkins is set to star in the movie
adaptation of ‘The Father’. The 80-year-old
actor has taken on the role of Andre in the

upcoming film adaptation of the hugely successful
play by Florian Zeller, which first opened in Paris in
2012. Oscar-winning actor Anthony will play
Andre, who suffers with early onset Alzheimer’s,
and can’t remember if he used to be an engineer or
a tap dancer.  His daughter Anne becomes con-
cerned after he accuses his third carer of stealing
his watch, and fires her. ‘The Father’ details the life
of Andre in an emotionally charged exploration of
the effects of ageing. The play - which has also
been performed in New York’s Broadway, as well
as in Sydney and Singapore - has picked up
Olivier and Tony Awards for Best Actor, as well an
Olivier nomination for Best New Play, and a Tony
nomination for Best Play, all in 2016. The screen-
play for the movie adaptation has been written by
Florian with the help of Christopher Hampton, who
translated the play into English when it was per-
formed on stage in Bath and London, and shooting
is expected to start in October this year.
According to the Daily Mail newspaper, it is not
yet known where the production will shoot, with
bosses considering both London and Paris as
options. As of the time of writing, no other casting
announcements have been made, but the play ver-
sion doesn’t feature an extensive cast, with only a
handful of main characters. For Anthony, the role
comes as he’s currently busy portraying Pope
Benedict in Netflix production ‘The Pope’, as well
as starring as Robert Ford in the HBO sci-fi thriller
series ‘Westworld’.
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Eric Idle is bringing ‘Spamalot’ to the big screen.
The 75-year-old comedian is in the process of
penning a script for a movie adaptation of his

musical comedy - which was based on 1975 film ‘Monty
Python and the Holy Grail’ - and Casey Nicholaw is to
direct the project.  According to Deadline, Idle will also
produce the motion picture, which will be overseen by
Jeremy Kramer.  Casting for the forthcoming film will
begin soon and filming will start next spring.  Nicholaw
knows ‘Spamalot’ well having been the choreographer
on the original Broadway production of the musical.
The movie version is expected to be more than just an
adaptation of the show. Idle has been busy writing of
late and has finished his memoirs, ‘Always Look On The
Bright Side Of Life: A Sortabiography’, which will be
published later this year. He recently said: “I thought it
was time to tell my tale before I suffer from Hamnesia,

which is what happens to elderly actors.” The book is
expected to include tales from his life featuring the likes
of George Harrison, David Bowie, Robin Williams, Sir
Mick Jagger, Steve Martin, Paul Simon and Mike
Nichols as well as his fellow ‘Monty Python’ stars John
Cleese, Terry Gilliam, Terry Jones, Michael Palin and the
late Graham Chapman. Idle, Cleese, Gilliam, Jones, Palin
and Chapman were responsible for creating classic TV
series ‘Monty Python’s Flying Circus’ and three original
films, including religious parody ‘Monty Python’s Life of
Brian’. Despite this success, Cleese recently admitted
he is more known for voicing King Harold in the ‘Shrek’
movies nowadays.  He recently said: “People say, ‘Here
is John Cleese, who needs no introduction,’ and then go
on talking about me for 18 minutes. Animation is what
young kids know me for - [they hear] my voice and
they go, ‘Oh, Shrek!’ 
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Liam Neeson is set to star in new thriller
‘Charlie Johnson in the Flames’. The 65-
year-old actor - who saw his career

rebooted in 2008 by action franchise ‘Taken’ -
has signed up to the lead titular role in the action
movie. Neeson will star as Charlie Johnson, a
BBC war correspondent covering civil disorder in
the Congo, according to Deadline.  The death of
an innocent woman sets him on a crusade to jus-
tice, which sees him caught up in murder, corrup-
tion and violence. The film will be adapted from
the Michael Ignatieff thriller novel and will be
directed by Tarik Saleh, who helmed the 2017
award-winning indie hit ‘The Nile Hilton
Incident’. Justin Haythe, who worked on Jennifer
Lawrence’s spy thriller ‘Red Sparrow’, has
penned the script. Neeson’s films have made over

$7 billion worldwide, and his latest action was
‘The Commuter’. The ‘Star Wars: Episode I - The
Phantom Menace’ actor recently spoke at the
Toronto International Film Festival to claim that
cinema goers would soon stop to believe a man
of his age would be able to pull off such death-
defying feats. He said: “The thrillers, that was all a
pure accident. They’re still throwing serious
money at me to do that stuff ... Audiences are
eventually going to go, ‘Come on.’ “ However,
Neeson has now revealed that “it was a joke” but
he is adamant he’ll know when “enough is
enough” in the action genre. The ‘Schindler’s List’
star said: “It was a joke but, of course, everyone
picks up on that. I am aware of audiences looking
at certain action stars and going, ‘Oh, come on.’ I
know when enough is enough.”
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Martin Freeman doesn’t consider his job to be glamorous.  The 46-
year-old actor has starred in a number of acclaimed movie and TV
projects during the course of his career, including appearances in

‘The Office’, the ‘Hobbit’ trilogy and ‘Sherlock’ - but Martin doesn’t believe
his work is as fancy as some fans think it is. He explained: “There’s no glam-
our really on any job, but that’s not why you do them, otherwise you’d be on
a yacht in Barbados all the time. Which would be nice for two days, but
after that you’d want to get dirty, you’d want to do something else.” The
British actor starred in the post-apocalyptic thriller ‘Cargo’ in 2017. The
movie - which was directed by Ben Howling and Yolanda Ramke - was shot
in the Australian outback, and Martin has revealed he only joined the proj-
ect once he’d been convinced it wasn’t a typical zombie movie.  Speaking to
Western Australia Today, Martin shared: “That’s the reason I’m doing it -
because it’s not a zombie film. I wouldn’t have come here to do a zombie
film.”  Martin subsequently clarified that while zombies appear in the film,
he doesn’t consider it to be a zombie movie.  He said: “I think it’s a film with
some zombies in it, that’s the absolute truth of it.  “I said to Ben and Yolanda
a long time ago that I didn’t think the world needed another zombie film,
and they took that on the chin and said they are big fans of the genre but
they weren’t making that either.  “It’s not that I don’t do zombie films like I
don’t do Ku Klux Klan films - I’m not politically allergic to them. But I don’t
want to do any genre film for the sake of it.”
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Johansson is eager to 
make a Black Widow movie 

Scarlett Johansson thinks the Black Widow deserves her own Marvel
movie. The 33-year-old actress stars as the fictional superhero in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe, and Scarlett has revealed she’d relish the

opportunity to appear in a standalone movie. Of her working relationship
with Marvel Studios boss Kevin Feige, Scarlett told IGN: “We’re creative-
ly really compatible. I think we both agree that the character is right for a
standalone, it’s just a case of timing at this point for both Marvel and
myself.”  Scarlett has reprised the role of the Black Widow for ‘Avengers:
Infinity War’, and she has frequently been linked with a standalone movie
over the years. The New York-born actress recently admitted she’s rel-
ished playing the Black Widow - who is also known as Natasha Romanoff
- over the last decade. Scarlett shared: “It’s been an incredible opportunity
for me to be able to continue to come back to a character that I love so
much and be able to peel back the layers, so to speak, of a character that I
think in many ways kind of reflects myself and reflects my own growth and
my own challenges.  “I really feel it’s been an incredible gift as an actor to
be able to have that experience. “It’s such an unusual one. I don’t think
there are many other opportunities that you have like that in film, to be
able to continuously come back to a character that’s as complex as
Natasha.  “And I really feel that I’ve had an incredible opportunity to play
this iconic character that means so much to people, and I really have to
thank the audiences for that because they embraced my portrayal of her
from the beginning and allowed me to walk in Natasha’s shoes and kick
ass in them too. So it’s been great.” — Bang Showbiz


