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Models present creations during the Chanel Croisiere (Cruise) fashion show on May 3, 2018 at the Grand Palais in Paris. — AFP

Japanese manga
strip fetches record

price at Paris auction

Arare series of sketches of Japanese manga
artist Osamu Tezuka’s robot character Astro
Boy sold for a record 269,400 euros in an

auction in Paris yesterday. “It’s a world record for this
artist whose works are few in the market,” said Eric
Leroy, an expert on comic strips in the auction house
Artcurial. The winning bid was five times the pre-sale
estimate and Leroy put this down to “the rarity and

exceptional character” of the China ink and water
color strip measuring 35 centimeters by 25 centime-
ters. It drawn at the end of the 1950s and comprises
six panels showing Astro Boy fighting an enemy.

The buyer was a “European collector who had
been dreaming for a long time” of buying the
sketch, he said. “Astro Boy is an emblematic work
which has nursed a whole generation of collectors,”

he said. Astro Boy was serialized in Japan from 1952
to 1968 centered around an android with human
emotions who is sold to a robot circus but saved
from servitude by a professor who creates a robot-
ic family for him. — AFP

Antwerp has long been known as the world’s
greatest diamond city. Now it has a new
museum to go with a vibrant diamond trading
scene that goes back six centuries. The DIVA
museum opened its doors in the Belgian city

Friday to highlight the beauty and dazzle of the precious
stones and the jewelry and silverware they have adorned
through the ages. 

The museum now has everything from diamond-
encrusted boots to a diamond-adorned tennis racket and
stunning historical pieces. Curator Romy Cockx says the
museum also teaches visitors about the history of dia-
monds and jewelry-making. She says visitors “can see
really old diamond jewelry from the 16th-century where
diamonds were not worked on yet. So they are pointed
diamonds. You can see how these cuts evolve throughout
the centuries.”— AP

Diamond city of Antwerp now

has a sparkling diamond museum

A garland necklace made of platinum
and diamonds on display in The Boudoir

during the grand opening of the DIVA dia-
mond and silver museum in Antwerp,

Belgium on Friday. — AP photosVisitors view ornate objects in the Wunderkamer during the grand opening of the DIVA diamond and silver museum in
Antwerp, Belgium.

A bracelet in the shape of a snake, made of gold, dia-
monds, rubies and enamel, on display.

A silver and coconut cup in the shape of an owl, dated
1548-1549, on display.

A visitor views ornate silver objects in the Dining Room
during the grand opening of the DIVA diamond and silver
museum.

Gold and diamond encrusted boots on display in The
Boudoir during the grand opening of the DIVA diamond
and silver museum in Antwerp, Belgium.


