
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Minister of Oil Bakheet Al-Rasheedi
and Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-
Sabeeh comfortably defeated no-confidence
motions against them filed following last week’s
grilling. Only 11 MPs voted against Rasheedi
while 34 supported him and Sabeeh survived
with 12 MPs voting against her, 28 backed her
while five members abstained. The motions re-
quired 25 votes to pass and dismiss the ministers
from office.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable to His
Highness Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, praising profes-
sional and sound democratic process during the
session.

In the cable, His Highness the Amir hailed
constructive and fruitful cooperation between
both legislative and executive authorities, affirm-
ing that this democratic practice is a source of
pride for the nation and citizens, and reflects ad-
herence to the constitution. His Highness the
Amir also voiced his sincere congratulation on
the parliament’s restored confidence in Sabeeh
and Rasheedi.

Ahead of the voting, two lawmakers spoke in
support of the motion and two against for each
of the two ministers. Following the voting, MP
Omar Al-Tabtabai, who grilled the oil minister

along with MP Abdulwahab Al-Babtain, said that
it would not take too long before grilling the
prime minister over violations in the oil sector.
MP Saleh Ashour described what happened in
the session as “theatrical” and vowed to con-
tinue monitoring the minister.

Full support
In the meantime, the National Assembly’s for-

eign relations committee yesterday declared the
assembly’s full support to the government meas-
ures against the Philippines over the labor dis-
pute between the two countries. The panel’s
position comes as the Kuwait and the Philippines
are scheduled to sign a labor cooperation agree-
ment to provide more protection to some
260,000 Filipinos working in Kuwait.

Manila also partially lifted a total ban on the
departure of its nationals to Kuwait allowing
skilled laborers to go back to their work in
Kuwait while the ban continues on domestic
helpers who constitute the majority of Filipinos
in Kuwait.

Rapporteur of the panel MP Mohammad Al-
Huwailah said after the committee meeting yes-
terday that the panel totally supports all the
measures taken by the foreign ministry for the
sake of safeguarding Kuwait’s sovereignty and
respecting the country’s laws.

He said that Kuwaiti laws had been breached
in a flagrant way and blamed the Philippines for

escalating the dispute, and stressed that the for-
eign ministry should deal with the issue in a de-
cisive manner.

Huwailah said that Kuwait enjoys a good
human rights record and the Filipino community
receives full respect and its rights and well-pro-

tected, adding that the measures taken by the
Philippine authorities followed by violations
committed by the Philippine embassy in Kuwait
are “totally unacceptable.” The lawmaker said
the committee will at a later date invite the for-
eign ministry to discuss the issue in detail. 
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Ministers comfortably
survive no-confidence votes

KUWAIT: (From left) First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh and Minister
of Oil Bakheet Al-Rasheedi attend yesterday’s parliament session. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Assembly panel backs government on Philippines

Ten recruitment
offices closed
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Ten domestic helpers’ re-
cruitment offices were closed in the
past 48 hours, bringing the total number
of violating offices that were shut down
to 75 since authorities announced a few
months ago that there are 300 unli-
censed offices were operating around
the country.

The Domestic Help Department,
which is still operating under the Inte-
rior Ministry’s Residency Affairs Gen-
eral Department until its transfer to the
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor is
completed, had learned about the activ-
ity of a number of offices whose li-
censed owners authorize others to run
them for a monthly fee. Investigations
confirmed that violations were happen-
ing at the offices, which are mostly lo-
cated in Hawally, and they were
permanently closed as a result, an Inte-
rior Ministry source said.

Water leak
A special committee was formed to

investigate the causes of a water leak at

Kuwait International Airport on
Wednesday following heavy rain, Min-
ister of Housing and Minister of State
for Services Dr Jenan Bushehri said. Air
traffic was obstructed briefly after leak-
ing water accumulated on the runway.
“This situation is unacceptable in light
of the preparations” that take place
ahead of the rainy season every year,
Bushehri said in a statement. She ex-
plained that a committee formed in No-
vember 2017 to prepare for the rainy
season ended its work last February.

MPW budget
The Finance Ministry approved the

Ministry of Public Works’ (MPW)
budget at KD 960 million for the cur-
rent fiscal year (2018-2019). Funds were
distributed to sectors and authorities of
the ministry; at KD 110 million for con-
struction projects, while KD 101 million
were allocated for the health engineer-
ing sector and facilities operations.
Meanwhile, KD 20 million were allo-
cated for mega projects (including the
Mubarak Port), KD 38.5 for mainte-
nance engineering, while a KD 490 mil-
lion budget was allocated for the Roads
Public Authority. The new airport (ter-
minal 2) had a separate item in the
budget at KD 200 million to be spent
during the current year, which goes in
line with the huge size of the project.

Man claims he
was assaulted
by debtors
By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: Jahra detectives are investigating the
claims of a Jordanian man who said that he was
detained for 20 hours, beaten and forced to sign
five debt receipts stating that he received
$100,652 in cash that he had loaned to his attack-
ers. The man submitted a medical report with his
complaint. In his statements to police, the com-
plainant said that two people, Kuwaiti and Egypt-
ian, detained and beat him then forced him to sign
five statements acknowledging that he received
his money. He said that the suspects took his pass-
port but gave it to his country’s embassy on the
same day.

Cigarettes smuggling
Customs officers at the Nuwaiseeb land border

outlet foiled a driver’s attempt to smuggle a large
quantity of cigarettes to a neighboring country,
Al-Anbaa reported. The suspect’s vehicle was
sent to the Customs General Department’s head-

quarters. Officers found 65 cardboard boxes of
various brands of cigarettes inside the car, while
passengers are allowed to carry two boxes only.
The cigarettes were found hidden in the tires.

Drug possession
Jahra police arrested a citizen with drugs at a

check point in Waha. The suspect attempted to
escape when asked for his ID, but was stopped
and was discovered to be driving in an abnormal
condition. He was sent to the Drug Control Gen-
eral Department (DCGD). Meanwhile, Ahmadi po-
lice arrested an Asian man with possession of four
liquor bottles in Mangaf.

Fugitives arrested
Farwaniya police arrested two citizens over

several cases, in addition to a Pakistani man who
entered Kuwait illegally to escape sentences in a
neighboring country. Farwaniya patrolmen first
stopped a citizen who was arrested after an iden-
tity check revealed that he was wanted on kidnap-
ping, impersonating police and theft charges. He
was sent to the criminal investigations depart-
ment. Meanwhile, a female citizen was found
wanted to serve a two-year jail sentence on a
drug-related case. The Pakistani man was caught
in Farwaniya, and police did not find any IDs on
him, and found a paper with him showing that he
was sentenced to eight years in jail in Saudi Ara-
bia and wanted for a SR 127,000 debt.


