
BARCELONA:  Barcelona forward Ousmane
Dembele scored twice and produced a mes-
merising display to fire his side to a 5-1 win over
Villarreal on Wednesday which stretched the
champions’ unbeaten run this season to 36 games
with two remaining.

Barca’s record signing Philippe Coutinho
fired the home side ahead in the 11th minute on
the rebound after a darting run forward and shot
from Frenchman Dembele while midfielder
Paulinho finished off a
delightful team move to
double their lead five
minutes later.

Barca’s departing
captain Andres Iniesta
produced the through
ball to help create the
second goal and he fur-
ther delighted the crowd
with a crafty first-time
pass over the top which
Lionel Messi tucked into the far corner on the vol-
ley for the third goal at the end of the first half.

Villarreal got a goal back nine minutes into the
second period when Nicola Sansone diverted a
shot beyond Barca’s stand-in goalkeeper Jasper
Cillessen, who later blocked a shot from Spain in-
ternational Rodri on the line with his body.

Dembele grabbed a deserved goal in the 87th
by knocking in from close range after a stunning
individual run from substitute Ivan Rakitic. The
Croatian coasted past two defenders down the
right wing, knocking the ball past one and through
the legs of the other, before laying on the pass for
the Frenchman to score.

Dembele, 20, then delighted the home fans with
a virtuoso individual run and stylish dink over goal-
keeper Sergio Asenjo to complete the drubbing in

stoppage time. It was the
finest display in a Barca
shirt from Dembele, who
has taken his time to adapt
to life in Spain since a 105
million-euro move from
Borussia Dortmund last
August, not helped by a
long layoff with a serious
hamstring injury. 

“We’ve talked about
him a lot, he has so much

talent, technique, he’s fast, he has a spark about him,
he’s two footed.  He has it all and he can help us a
lot,” Barca coach Ernesto Valverde said of Dem-
bele. “He’s young and he has a lot of time ahead of
him. Every player needs time to adapt and when
you are young you have a lot to learn, but today
for his second goal he was incredible.” — Reuters
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BARCELONA: Barcelona’s Brazilian midfielder Philippe Coutinho (R) challenges Villarreal’s
Spanish defender Mario and Villarreal’s Spanish midfielder Rodrigo Hernandez (C) during
the Spanish league football match between Barcelona and Villarreal at the Camp Nou Sta-
dium in Barcelona on Wednesday. —AFP

Coutinho fired the home side ahead in 11th minute

Guardiola eyes 
100 points for 
record-breaking 
Man City
MANCHESTER: Pep Guardiola is targeting
100 points to cap an “almost perfect season”
after champions Manchester City set a hat-
trick of Premier League records and home fans
said farewell to veteran midfielder Yaya Toure.

City’s 3-1 win against Brighton on Wednes-
day took them to 97 points and 105 goals for
the season as they registered their 31st win of
the campaign-all three are new records. On his
final home appearance as a City player, Toure,
who is leaving the club at the end of the season
after eight years, captained the side.  His name
was chanted throughout the contest, there was
a huge cheer when he was substituted late on
and the crowd also showed their appreciation
for the 34-year-old Ivorian during a post-
match presentation on the pitch involving his
brother and former City team-mate Kolo
Toure.

City boss Guardiola said: “97 points, a lot of

goals, a lot of wins-that’s a consequence of the
season we have done. It’s good.  “Now it’s one
more game (away against Southampton on
Sunday). We’re going to try for 100 points and
finish this almost perfect season in the Premier
League.

“It’s fantastic because we did that (break
the records) in the day we always will remem-
ber-the day for Yaya.” Guardiola said he
agreed with those who argue that City need to
win more titles to be considered the equals of
the great sides of the past, including Liverpool
and Manchester United. 

“In the end, we have won one Premier
League-three in six years, but in this moment
just one. They won a lot of things,” he said.
“But in terms of statistics and numbers, this
season we were the best, and that’s why we are
so satisfied. Once, a team will arrive and do
better than us but they will have to do really
good.”

Danilo put City ahead and after Leonardo
Ulloa equalised, Bernardo Silva and Fernand-
inho also got on the scoresheet for City. Leroy
Sane provided assists for all three City goals.
Guardiola said City can get “a lot” better, and
said of Professional 

Footballers’ Association Young Player of the
Year Sane: “What I like the most with Leroy,
seeing his outstanding performance today, was
I had the feeling he can do better, and that is
the best.” — AFP

Small is beautiful
for World Cup 
debutants 
Iceland
ZURICH: For most of Iceland’s footballing his-
tory the Nordic country’s national team have
been regarded as also-rans, their fortunes best
summed up by their top player Gylfi Sigurds-
son. “When I was young, everyone told me:
too bad you are from Iceland,” the attacking
midfielder once said. “You are never going to
play at a major tournament.”

Yet Sigurdsson was at Euro 2016 and is
now set to take part in the country’s first World
Cup in Russia next month.  With a population
of 340,000, Iceland is the smallest country
ever to qualify for the tournament. Their first
venture at the finals will see them face Nigeria,
Africa’s most populous nation, as well as Ar-
gentina and Croatia.

Hallgrimsson, however, likes to think of
them as different whether for their remarkable
grass roots programme, the spirit in the squad
or the fact that the coach meets supporters in
the pub to talk about their tactics. In an inter-
view with Reuters after giving a presentation
at the FIFA Museum, the 51-year-old recalled
that when he joined Iceland as assistant coach
in 2011, the team were unloved. 

“Half the seats were empty at international
games,” he said, sipping a beer. So he tried the
personal touch.  Hallgrimsson offered to meet
the Tolfan, the team’s supporters’ group, in a
nearby pub before home games.

He would give them the lineup “before even
the players knew it,” talk them through the
tactics and show them the same motivational
video the players would see. “The first time
we did it, seven supporters turned up. Now
we get 500 or 600 people,” he said.

“There is one rule: nobody takes pictures
or makes a recording, nobody puts anything
online. Nothing has ever leaked out. That
shows the respect for the national team.” 

FORTUNES CHANGE 
Iceland’s change in fortunes began about 15

years ago when the country began building in-
door artificial pitches.  There are now dozens
of them around the country, owned and ad-
ministered by municipal governments, prompt-
ing a boom in participation in the sport. 

With 25,0000 registered players, an im-
pressive seven percent of the population play
organised football, rising to 30 percent in the
15 to 16 age group. Although children have to
pay to play, part of the fee is subsidised and it
goes towards paying the coaches, another key
to Iceland’s success. The country boasts 600
coaches holding UEFA licences, most earning
a welcome addition to their regular income.
Hallgrimsson said that young players, mean-
while, are given “organised and fun training
which helps with inner motivation and makes
them fall in love with the game,” — Reuters


