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Mexican drug
cartel leader’s
wife captured
GUADALAJARA, Mexico: Mexican authorities
have arrested the wife of a powerful drug cartel
leader in the city of Guadalajara, the interior minis-
ter said on Sunday. Rosalinda Gonzalez Valencia,
the wife of Nemesio Oseguera Cervantes, alias “El
Mencho,” was taken into custody by Mexican
navy agents, the minister said. Cervantes heads
Jalisco New Generation, one of Mexico’s most
powerful drug cartels. “This woman is a likely
administrator of both economic and legal assets of
this criminal organization. She had been sought on
an organized crime warrant,” Interior Minister
Alfonso Navarrete told a news conference.
Gonzalez was put into preventive detention and
has been brought before a judge, Navarrete said.

Security forces, civil defense and emergency
medical services were put on alert in case of retal-
iatory attacks by the cartel, sources in the Jalisco

state prosecutor’s office said. Troops were
deployed to guard approaches to the city,
Mexico’s second largest. Yesterday, Guadalajara
was shaken by the attempted assassination of
Jalisco Labor Secretary Luis Najera, a former state
prosecutor who was attacked by armed men in a
restaurant in the city center. Assailants torched a
passenger bus after the attack, killing an eight-
month-old baby.

Najera suffered only minor injuries but seven
other people were more seriously wounded. One
of the attackers was killed. The Mexican govern-
ment estimates that the Jalisco New Generation
cartel has amassed a $50 billion fortune. It has a
strong presence in nine Mexican states and con-
nections with criminal organizations in the United
States, Europe, Asia and Latin America. 

In recent years, it has carried out attacks
against military and police targets, including the
2015 downing of a military helicopter in which 20
soldiers and a policewoman were killed. In
December of that year, authorities said police and
soldiers arrested Antonio Oseguera Cervantes, El
Mencho’s brother, months after arresting Nemesio
Oseguera’s son, Ruben Oseguera Gonzalez, known
as “El Menchito.” —AFP

Ivanka photo 
with son sparks 
backlash over 
separations
WASHINGTON: Ivanka Trump is facing an online
backlash for tweeting a “tone deaf” photo of her-
self cuddling her son as outrage grows over a fed-
eral government policy to separate the children of
undocumented migrants from their parents. The
eldest daughter of President Donald Trump, who
serves as an advisor to her father, posted the pic-
ture of her with her infant son on Sunday, with the
caption: “My <3! #SundayMorning.”

Critics were quick to point to a “zero toler-
ance” policy announced earlier this month by
Attorney General Jeff Sessions that authorizes

border security agents to take away the chil-
dren of people who enter the United States
unlawfully. The government places such children
in foster homes, but Steven Wagner, a senior
official in the Department of Health and Human
Services told a Congressional committee last
month the government was “unable to deter-
mine with certainty the whereabouts of 1,475”
minors after attempting to contact their spon-
sors in the last three months of 2017. 

“Isn’t it the just the best to snuggle your little
one - knowing exactly where they are, safe in
your arms? It’s the best. The BEST. Right,
Ivanka? Right?” tweeted comedian Patton
Oswalt. “If there were a Tone-Deaf Olympics,
you would be its Michael Phelps,” added John
Pavlovitz, a writer. Many others tweeted using
the #WhereAreTheChildren hashtag. Donald
Trump, for his part, blamed opposition
Democrats for the “horrible law” in a tweet on
Saturday - though there is no law mandating the
policy and it was not immediately clear what he
may have meant. —AFP

BOGOTA: Conservative candidate Ivan Duque won the
first round of Colombia’s presidential election but fell short
of the 50 percent threshold needed to avoid a runoff next
month. The 41-year-old senator will face former guerrilla
Gustavo Petro on June 17, the first leftist candidate to con-
test a runoff in Colombia. Duque won 39.2 percent of the
votes, compared to Petro’s 25 percent, in the Sunday poll
which showed deep divisions over a peace deal with for-
mer rebel movement FARC. It was the first presidential
election in half a century free of the threat of the FARC,
however Duque has campaigned strongly on a pledge to
rewrite a peace agreement with the group.

Polling was “totally normal”,
said electoral authority chair-
man Juan Carlos Galindo.
Turnout was a higher-than-
usual 53.2 percent in a country
traditionally plagued by voter
apathy. The peaceful election
was an achievement praised by
outgoing President Juan
Manuel Santos after casting his
ballot in Bogota. Ironically, the
peace Santos made with the
FARC has opened sharp divi-
sions, reflected in the two candidates to succeed him.

Vow to revise accord 
Duque has vowed to rewrite an accord he sees as too

lenient on a group that waged a decades-long war of ter-
ror in Colombia before transforming itself into a political
party. Duque’s pledges to defend private enterprise and
introduce tax cuts also won him support. Duque called for
a “Colombia where peace coincides with justice” after the
results were announced, reiterating his desire to revise -
without “shredding” - the pact with FARC.

Petro, a former member of the disbanded M-19 rebel
group, defied expectations in a country where presiden-

tial elections have traditionally been the domain of the
right. His total of more than 4.8 million votes is almost
double the previous best showing for the left in a presi-
dential election, in 2006. “It’s obviously going to be very
polarized in the second round,” said analyst Andres
Macais, with both sides scrambling to form alliances with
defeated candidates.

Conservatives backing Duque have a majority in the
Congress after sweeping legislative elections in March.
Leftist candidates Sergio Fajardo, a former Medellin mayor
who polled 23.7 percent of the vote, and peace negotiator
Humberto De la Calle, have previously refused to ally with

Petro. Petro expressed confi-
dence after his second-place
finish. “You can be certain that
we will win, that the history of
Colombia can be changed,” he
told supporters.

The 58-year-old rallied many
Colombians with his campaign
speeches against inequality and
corruption. “I voted for Petro...
who has helped the poor peo-
ple,” said domestic worker
Gladys Cortes, 60. Analysts said

turnout could be a key factor in the second round. “There
is an increase in participation, but abstention is still high,
we will have to see if it is still possible to move that absen-
tee vote towards Petro. The second round is going to be
very close,” said analyst Medofilo Medina.

Santos stepping down 
Santos - who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize

for the 2016 deal with the FARC - steps down in
August. Duque, a gray-haired senator and former
economist, is backed by the Democratic Center party
of former president Alvaro Uribe, which swept legisla-
tive elections in March. If successful, he can count on

Turnout could be key factor in second round

Anti-FARC conservative wins in 
Colombia, faces leftist in runoff

BOGOTA: Colombian presidential candidate Ivan Duque of the Democratic Centre party addresses supporters after winning
the first round of the Colombian presidential election on Sunday. —AFP

AUSTIN: Thousands of Florida residents evacuat-
ed homes on Sunday as Subtropical Storm
Alberto picked up strength as it headed north
through the Gulf of Mexico, with forecasters say-
ing it could bring life-threatening inundation to
Southern coastal states. The storm was about 165
km south of Apalachicola, Florida, on the Gulf of
Mexico coast as of 8 pm EDT (0000 GMT) and
was expected to make landfall along the Florida
Panhandle yesterday, the US National Hurricane
Center said. 

Alberto, the first named Atlantic storm of 2018,
which spun up days before the formal June 1 start
of the hurricane season, was packing maximum
sustained winds near 105 kph and was expected
to drop as much as 30 cm of rain, slamming an
area from Mississippi to western Georgia, the
Miami-based hurricane center said. After that, it
will bring powerful winds and heavy rains as it
moves into the Tennessee Valley today and tomor-
row, the hurricane center said. The storm comes
during the Memorial Day weekend and was
expected to scramble transportation yesterday as
many people return from holiday travel.

Isolated tornadoes were possible across the

central and northern Florida peninsula on Sunday
night, according to the hurricane center, while
Alberto was also forecast to bring storm swells of
about 60-120 cm to low-lying areas that were
“likely to cause life-threatening surf and rip cur-
rent conditions”. There were a number of deadly
hurricanes in the United States and Caribbean
last year that walloped places including Texas,
Florida and Puerto Rico, causing hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in damage, massive power outages
and devastation to hundreds of thousands of
structures.

Franklin County, in the Florida Panhandle,
has issued a mandatory evacuation for its barri-
er islands in the Gulf of Mexico affecting some
4,200 housing units, while Taylor County, to the
east, has a voluntary evacuation order in place
for its coastal areas. Florida Governor Rick
Scott, who issued a state of emergency on
Saturday in all of the state’s 67 counties, said on
Sunday that the Florida National Guard had
5,500 guard members ready to be deployed if
needed. “If evacuations have been ordered in
your community, do not ignore them,” Scott
said on his Twitter feed. —Reuters

the support of Congress. Uribe fell out with onetime
ally Santos over his drive for peace with FARC, setting
up his own party in 2013.

Many voters see Uribe’s guiding hand behind the inex-
perienced Duque’s campaign. Like Santos, the 65-year-old
Uribe is constitutionally precluded from seeking a third
term. Colombia, ravaged by corruption and glaring
inequality, is still struggling to emerge from the longest
armed conflict in the Americas. The world’s leading pro-
ducer of cocaine, the country continues to battle armed
groups vying for control of lucrative narco-trafficking
routes in areas FARC once dominated.

‘No impunity’ 
The peace deal, in effect for little more than a year,

remains fragile. The FARC’s political party did not win much
support in March’s legislative elections, failing to add to the
10 parliamentary seats it was awarded in the peace deal.
“What we Colombians want is that those who have commit-
ted crimes against humanity be punished by proportional
penalties, which is incompatible with political representa-
tion, so that there is no impunity,” Duque recently told AFP.
The senator has pledged to eradicate “the cancer of cor-
ruption” and to revive a sluggish economy, while vowing to
defend traditional family values. —AFP

Polling was 
‘totally normal’

Thousands evacuate as storm
Alberto powers toward Florida


