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Events around the Korean peninsula have been mov-
ing at a dizzying pace over the last few days, with a
summit between Donald Trump and Kim Jong Un

that was on, then off, then apparently on again.  Here’s
where we stand with what could be a historic meeting.

How did we get here? 
A few months ago Kim and Trump were hurling insults

and threats of war at each other. The rhetoric began to
cool during the Winter Olympics in South Korea, and by
mid-March the two sides had agreed to a face-to-face.
After some back-and-forth, June 12 in Singapore was
fixed on, but as May ticked over both sides began casting
doubt on the meeting. The insults started up again, with
North Korea calling US Vice President Mike Pence a
“dummy”, and both sides threatening to walk away.
Trump abruptly pulled the plug last week, only to appar-
ently reverse course 24 hours later in the wake of
Pyongyang’s emollient response.

Talks back on track?
Some say Trump’s sudden willingness to walk rattled

Pyongyang, which has since dialed down its rhetoric
and expressed a willingness to talk “at any time”.
“Trump’s unexpected response totally took Kim by sur-
prise and left the North scrambling to find a way to
mend things,” Cho Sung-ryul, a senior researcher at the
Institute for National Security Strategy said. Others say
the crisis was primarily averted by Kim and South
Korea’s president Moon Jae-in, who made the extraor-
dinary decision to meet in the Panmunjom truce village
between the two Koreas.

The State Department says a team of US officials also
met with North Koreans in Panmunjom on Sunday. The
Washington Post reported that senior diplomat Sung Kim
was leading the US delegation and that the two sides
planned to continue talking Monday and Tuesday. The
White House said on the weekend that a separate team of
officials was also on its way to Singapore to lay the
ground for the meeting.

Who is Sung Kim? 
Few American officials have more experience of deal-

ing with North Koreans than Sung Kim. The Korean-born
diplomat previously served as Washington’s ambassador
in Seoul and was a special envoy during ultimately fruit-
less Six-Party Talks in the mid-2000s. He is currently
Washington’s envoy to the Philippines but has been
called back to his old stomping ground-Trump has yet to
nominate an ambassador to Seoul.

So is it going to happen? 
Given the twists and turns, and the mercurial nature of

the parties involved, few Korea watchers are prepared to
say with any certainty. But most observers are confident
the process is back on track-for now.  In the last 48 hours
Trump has sounded upbeat, saying the June 12 meeting
will still go ahead, or that it could happen at a later date if
more time is needed. Usually these kind of summits are
planned months, sometimes years in advance. Now offi-
cials have only a fortnight left to finalize thorny protocol
details such as where in Singapore the talks will take
place and how internationally sanctioned North Korean
officials will travel there. Importantly, they’ll also have to
decide what exactly the two men are going to talk about.

The stumbling blocks
In a word, denuclearisation. Both sides say they want

it, but there is a yawning gulf between their definitions.
Washington says it wants to see the complete, verifiable
and irreversible denuclearization (CVID) of North Korea
in return for sanctions and economic relief. Trump wants
to see CVID take place immediately-although he has
recently conceded a phased approach could be discussed.
Moon says Kim is also committed to the “complete”
denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula. But when asked
if that meant the same as CVID, he told reporters that was
something for Pyongyang and Washington to discuss.

Analysts believe North Korea will be unwilling to cede
its nuclear deterrent unless it is given security guarantees
that the US won’t try to topple the regime. That may mean
they will look for confidence-building measures such as a
reduction in US troops in South Korea or joint military
drills. Kim Sung-han, professor of international relations at
Korea University, said Trump will have difficulty accepting
any conditions from North Korea, partly because he had
been so critical of the Iran nuclear deal. — AFP

Diplomatic duels: 
What now for the 
Trump-Kim summit?

Impeachment of president: How it works in Italy 
The head of Italy’s 5-Star Movement, Luigi Di Maio,

has raised the possibility of an attempt to impeach
President Sergio Mattarella, a process that has been

initiated three times in the past against Italian heads of
state but has never succeeded. Di Maio has so far failed to
win broad support for his call, made after Mattarella put a
veto on the economy minister that his anti-establishment
party and the far-right League had put forward for a
coalition government. League chief Matteo Salvini said he
“didn’t want to talk about it”.

But even if Di Maio fails, the decision has created a rare
and aggressive backlash against the head of state - a high-
ly-respected figure in Italian politics - with some citizens
questioning whether he is really protecting national inter-
ests. The lengthy and elaborate impeachment procedure,
with a final decision resting in the hands of Italy’s highest
court, would not be compatible with a call for swift repeat
elections to break the political deadlock. 

What is the procedure?
The process is regulated by article 90 of the Italian

constitution. Under this, the president can be impeached
“for high treason or attacks against the constitution”.  The
impeachment motion must be filed to the speaker of the
Chamber of Deputies, the lower house of parliament, and it
is then reviewed and investigated by a special committee
made up of 20 lawmakers, representing all parties in par-
liament. The committee has a maximum of eight months
before it must decide whether to reject the motion or send
it to parliament for a vote in a joint session of the upper
and lower houses. 

Such a vote is held in a secret ballot, with the motion
requiring a simple majority to be approved.  Parliament
still does not have a final say. Once approved, this rests
with the 15 judges of Italy’s highest court - the
Constitutional Court - expanded to include 16 people
drawn up separately from outside parliament. The
Constitutional Court proceedings are carried out accord-
ing to its normal process, with hearings, debates and wit-
nesses, and at the end the court hands down its decision,
which cannot be appealed.

How likely is it?
No Italian president has even been impeached,

although the procedure was initiated for three heads of
state in the past. In 1978 President Giovanni Leone
stepped down when the Italian Communist Party
announced its intention to start the procedure, while in
1991 the special committee rejected the request to
impeach Giovanni Cossiga. The last one was filed in 2014
by the 5-Star Movement against Mattarella’s predecessor,
Giorgio Napolitano, but it was also rejected by the special
committee.

What next for Italy?
The failure of Italy’s populist forces to form a govern-

ment after President Sergio Mattarella refused to endorse
their eurosceptic pick for economy minister has propelled
the country into a political crisis with the only outcome
appearing to be early elections. However going back to the
polls presents Italy with a range of problems, from the
upheaval of old political alliances to the possibility of a
new electoral system being put in place.

Cottarelli government 
The first step in this process will be economist Carlo

Cottarelli’s attempt to form a caretaker government. On
Monday Cottarelli, a former International Monetary Fund
director and noted advocate of austerity measures,
accepted President Sergio Mattarella’s mandate to
become prime minister. Now he has to quickly select his
cabinet before confirming his position as PM and seeking
unlikely approval from parliament. 

Parliamentary mistrust 
Cottarelli faces an uphill battle as the majority in parlia-

ment is held by the two parties whose government deal fell
apart on Sunday-the anti-establishment Five Star
Movement and nationalist League. The chances of mem-
bers of either party passing a vote of confidence on
Cottarelli and his team of ministers are almost non-exis-
tent. After the likely ‘no’ vote Cottarelli’s government will
be charged with managing current affairs pending new
elections, the date of which will be determined by the
president in agreement with the political leaders and the
speakers of the two houses of parliament. Yesterday
Cottarelli said that fresh elections would be held “after

August” should his government line-up not win a confi-
dence vote, and at the “start of 2019” if it did.

Balance of power
The general elections held on March 4 were dominated

by a right-wing coalition that won the most votes with 37
percent, while Five Star became Italy’s largest single party
with just under 33 percent. The centre-left coalition led by
the Democratic Party (PD) came third with just 23 percent.
The right-wing grouping was initially led by Silvio
Berlusconi’s Forza Italia but ended up in the hands of
Matteo Salvini after his far-right League won 17 percent,
the highest share within the coalition.

Polling carried out recently by IndexResearch put the
League at 22 percent, while other parties’ ratings largely
stayed the same as in March. However, it’s not clear that
the right will survive the current crisis.  Berlusconi gave
Salvini the go-ahead to negotiate with Five Star but the
former premier is pro-Europe and did not like the two par-
ties’ joint government program. Salvini has said he would
break his alliance with Berlusconi if Forza Italia voted for

the Cottarelli government, and although FI party officials
announced on Monday that they would vote against,
Italian media are not ruling out the possibility of a “ non-
aggression pact” between the League and Five Star for the
new elections.

New electoral system?
Italy’s political stalemate is in part the result of the

current electoral system, heavily weighted towards a
proportional ballot in a country divided into three polit-
ical forces-the right, the anti-establishment and the
centre-left. “If we return to the polls with the same
electoral law, we will find ourselves with the same prob-
lems as we have today,” said Senate speaker Maria
Elisabetta Alberti Caselatti. Yesterday Salvini promised
that he would sit down with Five Star leader Luigi Di
Maio and discuss a new electoral system. “The only
thing that is certain now is that there is a majority in
parliament that can propose and approve laws, and the
first thing we will do is start a discussion on a new elec-
toral law,” he said.— Agencies

PANMUNJOM: South Korea’s President Moon Jae-in (right)
walks with North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un for their sec-
ond summit at the north side of the truce village of
Panmunjom in the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). — AFP 

ROME: Carlo Cottarelli, 64-years-old, an economist formerly with the International Monetary Fund, arrives for a
meeting with Italian President Sergio Mattarella at the Quirinale Palace in Rome.— AFP 

ROME: Italy’s President Sergio Mattarella addresses journalists after a meeting with Italy’s prime ministerial can-
didate Giuseppe Conte at the Quirinale presidential palace in Rome. — AFP 


