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Gassama leaped into action Saturday evening on
seeing a four-year-old child dangling in mid-air from
a balcony half-way up an apartment block in the
multiethnic 18th district of the French capital. The
video shows him pulling himself up from balcony to
balcony as a man on the fourth floor tries to hold on
to the child by leaning across from a neighboring
balcony. Firefighters arrived at the scene to find the
child, whose parents were not at home, had already
been rescued.

A shy figure who was accompanied to the Elysee
Palace by his older brother, Gassama said he had acted
instinctively. “I saved the child and then went inside the
building and I was shaking,” he told Macron. Reacting
to his awards he said later: “I’m pleased because it’s
the first time I’ve received a trophy like that.”

Gassama’s story instantly drew comparisons with
that of another Malian migrant who was feted as a
hero, and given citizenship, for helping save lives dur-
ing a January 2015 terror attack. Lassana Bathily
helped hide hostages in the freezer during a militant
attack on a Jewish supermarket in Paris, in which four
people were kil led. On Sunday, government
spokesman Benjamin Griveaux backed calls by anti-
discrimination group SOS Racisme for Gassama to be
given the same recognition as Bathily, citing his

“incredibly brave act”.
Confirming to Gassama that he would be made a

French citizen, Macron said: “Even if you did not think
about what you were doing it was an act of courage
and strength that won the admiration of all.” But in a
warning to other African migrants he said he “cannot
give (papers) to all those who come from Mali or
Burkina Faso” - two of the countries from where thou-
sands of migrants set out each year for Europe on a
perilous journey across the desert and Mediterranean
Sea. Across the political spectrum his decision to con-
fer citizenship on Gassama met with approval. A sen-
ior member of the anti-immigration National Front,
Nicolas Bay, said however that while the party sup-
ported Gassama receiving French papers all other ille-
gal migrants should be summarily deported.

Passersby raised the alarm Saturday on noticing the
little boy hanging in mid-air. “Luckily, there was
someone who was physically fit and who had the
courage to go and get the child,” a spokesman for the
fire service said. The boy’s father, who had reportedly
gone out to the shop, has been taken into custody for
leaving the child unattended. He was to be brought
before prosecutors yesterday. The boy’s mother was
not in Paris at the time of the incident. The child has
been placed in state care.

The Socialist mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo, was
among the politicians who lined up to phone Gassama
to thank him for his selfless act. “He explained to me
that he had arrived from Mali a few months ago
dreaming of building his life here,” she said. Yesterday,
he was made a honorary citizen of the eastern suburb
of Montreuil, where he has been living in a hostel for
migrants. — AFP 

Mali migrant
‘Spiderman’ ...

BANDUNG: Indonesian Muslim women practice archery while waiting to break their fast in Bandung yesterday. Muslims throughout the world are marking the month of Ramadan, the holiest month in the Islamic calendar, during which
devotees fast from dawn till dusk. — AFP 

PARIS: French magazine Le Point said it had suffered
harassment and intimidation by supporters of Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan after it labeled him
“The Dictator” on its front cover. Police were deployed
in the Pontet suburb of the southern city of Avignon
over the weekend after a group of pro-Erdogan
activists attempted to remove, then cover up advertise-
ments for the magazine at newsstands.

Another poster of the front cover-a portrait of
Erdogan above the headline “The Dictator. How far will
Erdogan go?”-was targeted at a newspaper kiosk in
the town of Valence on Sunday, Le Point said. “After a
week of harassment, insults, intimidation and anti-
Semitic slurs and threats towards us on social media,
now has come the moment when supporters of the AKP
(Erdogan’s party) are attacking symbols of freedom of
expression and diversity in the press,” Le Point said on
its website.

The left-leaning weekly, one of France’s most popu-
lar news magazines, published an investigation into the
Turkish strongman in its latest edition which also
included an editorial asking: “Is Erdogan a new
Hitler?”. Erdogan and the Justice and Development
Party (AKP), which he co-founded in 2001, are seeking
another mandate ahead of snap parliamentary and
presidential polls on June 24. 

The Turkish president imposed a state of emergency
following an attempted coup in July 2016 which has
sparked a crackdown affecting “hundreds of thousands
of people”, including killings and torture, according to
the UN rights office. The report in March this year also
warned about “a continued erosion of the rule of law
and deterioration of the human rights situation”, includ-
ing the arrests of hundreds of journalists and opposi-
tion members. Ankara slammed the findings as “biased”
and “unacceptable”.

Christophe Deloire, the head of media freedom
group Reporters without Borders, said that the inci-
dents in France were “isolated but have a strong sym-
bolic resonance.” One of the leading figures in France’s
ruling Republic on the Move party, Richard Ferrand,
called the protests in southern France an “unacceptable
breach of the freedom of expression.” “We are not
going to tolerate in France that the front cover of a
magazine be somehow censored under pressure,” he
told the France 3 channel on Sunday.

Many European countries are home to large
Turkish-origin or migrant communities, but Germany,
Austria and the Netherlands have barred Turkish politi-
cians from electioneering in their countries. Around
three million expatriate Turks are allowed to vote in the
elections next month, including 1.4 million in Germany,
and they are seen as a valuable source of support by
Erdogan’s party. A year ago Germany and other
European countries also banned a series of planned
Turkish campaign events for a referendum that extend-
ed Erdogan’s powers. Erdogan at the time denounced
Germany’s “Nazi practices” and accused it of harboring
Kurdish “terrorists” and plotters of the failed coup
against him. — AFP 
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ANKARA: Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan announces his ruling AK Party’s manifesto for the next month’s elections
in Ankara. — AFP
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We are not involved ... we are a charity,” Adeyemi
said. The mosque says it is one of a handful to accept
cryptocurrencies out of hundreds in London and its

move is yielding results. 
It says it is on track to double its donations this year

to more than £10,000 ($13,300). Muslims with the
means are religiously obliged to give alms, often calcu-
lated based on Islamic texts as being 2.5 percent of
their wealth, and many do so during the holy month, a
time when Muslim charities are most active. — Reuters

London mosque...

SEOUL: The scandal engulfing the Korean Air
dynasty widened yesterday as 69-year-old matri-
arch Lee Myung-hee faced police questioning over
allegations she assaulted employees including
household staff and construction workers renovat-
ing her home. Lee’s two daughters, who held man-
agement positions at South Korea’s top carrier,
became viral sensations for their own temper
tantrums which were dubbed the “nut rage” and
“water rage” scandals online. “I am sorry for caus-
ing trouble,” a bespectacled Lee said with her head
lowered as she walked past throngs of journalists
before entering a Seoul police office.  

Lee is accused of assaulting drivers and house-
keepers from her personal staff as well as construc-
tion workers renovating her home and building a
Korean Air-affiliated hotel. The alleged abuses
range from cursing and screaming at employees to
kicking, slapping and even throwing a pair of scis-
sors at them. A video that emerged last month
showed a woman, reportedly Lee, shoving a female
construction worker and throwing a pile of docu-
ments on the ground.  

Only last week, Lee’s daughter Cho Hyun-ah was
summoned before immigration authorities over alle-
gations she hired 10 Filipina maids to work at her
family home on false pretences, by claiming they
were working for Korean Air.  It is illegal in South
Korea to hire foreigners as domestic helpers. Cho
Hyun-ah made global headlines in 2014 for kicking a
cabin crew chief off a Korean Air plane in a fury over
being served macadamia nuts in a bag rather than a
bowl. She later served a short prison sentence.  

Earlier this year, her younger sister Cho Hyun-min
was accused of throwing a drink at an advertising
agency manager’s face in a fit of rage during a busi-
ness meeting.  Authorities have since launched a flur-
ry of official probes into the family’s reported abuse
of workers, as well as smuggling and immigration law
violations. Their father, Korean Air chairman Cho
Yang-ho, issued a public apology over the “imma-
ture” behavior of his offspring and removed his two
daughters from their management roles. 

But that has done little to placate employees.
Hundreds of Korean Air workers have held weekly
protests in Seoul demanding the ouster of the Cho
clan from the country’s flag carrier-a rare act of defi-
ance in the country that prizes loyalty among work-
ers. The current chairman’s late father founded the
Hanjin Group-the South’s 14th-largest business
group that runs logistics, transport and hotels busi-
nesses as well as Korean Air. — AFP 
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SEOUL: Lee Myung-hee (center), wife of Korean Air
chairman Cho Yang-ho, arrives at the Seoul
Metropolitan Police Agency yesterday. — AFP 


