
Karius will 
bounce back’ 
says Mignolet
LONDON: Liverpool goalkeeper Loris
Karius is strong enough to deal with his
Champions League final nightmare, accord-
ing to team-mate Simon Mignolet. Karius
was responsible for two of Real’s goals in
their 3-1 victory over Liverpool in Kiev on
Saturday.

The 24-year-old German threw the ball
into Real forward Karim Benzema and it
bounced back into the net for the opening
goal.  He then allowed Gareth Bale’s harmless
shot to squirm through his hands for Real’s
third goal in the closing minutes.

Karius was in tears after the final whistle
and has been subjected to death threats and
vile abuse on social media since the match.
Mignolet has made his share of mistakes dur-
ing his Liverpool career and lost his place to
Karius earlier this season. But he empathises
with the 24-year-old German’s plight and has
offered to help.

The Belgian international believes Karius
is mentally equipped to cope and expects
him to be fine when Liverpool return to
action next season.  “I know how it is. You
need a bit of time. The good thing about this
final is that he will have the summer to take it
and go forward,” Mignolet said.  “If he wants
to talk then of course I will be there. Every
goalkeeper can relate to him.

“I’ve been in this situation before myself
and those kind of things you deal with your-
self. “The only thing I told him is that there is
a reason we got to this final, and why we
played in this final, so think about that.  “But
of course it is very difficult to say anything to
him and to let him grasp it.

“He’s only young. I’m sure he will bounce
back. I think we have all  the tools at
Liverpool as well to help him with that.”

FIND THE POSITIVES 
Meanwhile, Liverpool defender Dejan

Lovren is certain Jurgen Klopp’s side will
make amends for their European heartache
next term.  Lovren knows Liverpool’s run to
the final was unexpected, but he says it
underlined their emerging quality under
Klopp.

“I promise that next year we will come
back even stronger because I feel this team is
growing every day. “We beat the best teams
in Europe. We beat Man City, who had a fan-
tastic season in the Premier League.

“We showed again that Real Madrid
respected us in some moments - they were
defending quite deep. “We need to find the
positives. The manager is always positive. At

the end, we will grow and I believe in this
team that we can do it again next year.” Until
Liverpool’s star forward Mohamed Salah
went off with a shoulder injury, Real were
struggling to cope with the Reds’ incisive
attacks.  And Lovren acknowledged the loss
of their talisman-who scored 44 goals this
season-was a hammer blow.

“It was also a big point when Mo was
injured, it was a big change for us,” he said.
“Mo is one of the most important players for
us and it’s not the same when you don’t have
him on the pitch. “The mindset is totally dif-
ferent when you have him on the pitch. “It
was difficult to accept that we, again, had
such an unlucky moment with so many
injuries.” — AFP
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MUMBAI: New Zealand skipper Kane Williamson has
backed Afghan teenager Rashid Khan to transfer his
explosive T20 form to Test cricket, labelling the 19-year-
old leg spinner “the full package”. Khan excelled with
ball and bat as the Williamson-led Sunrisers Hyderabad
finished runners-up in the Indian Premier League, losing
to the Chennai Super Kings in Sunday’s final.

His attention now turns to
Afghanistan’s historic debut
Test against India in
Bangalore next month and
Williamson believes Khan has
what it takes to succeed in the
five-day game. “He’s a world-
class player. We’ve seen that
in this format,” Williamson
told reporters after
Hyderabad’s eight-wicket loss
to Chennai at the Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai.

“It’s great that he’s going
to be playing some Test cricket and I think (it) is a chal-
lenge for anyone, but an enjoyable challenge because he
is right up there with the top spinners in the game,”
Williamson added.  Khan has become one of cricket’s
hottest properties over the past year and is currently
ranked the world’s top bowler in T20 internationals.  In
March the teen sensation became the fastest bowler to
reach 100 one-day international wickets.

Hyderabad paid $1.32 million for him at the IPL 11
auction in January. Khan justified the hefty price tag by
going on to grab 21 wickets in 17 matches.  The
teenager also showed that he can bat and field. His 10-
ball 34 and three crucial wickets fired Sunrisers to a
semi-final 14-run win over the Kolkata Knight Riders
on Friday.

“I wouldn’t hesitate in
saying he is the best spinner
in the world in this format...
(and) he’s got some batting
skills as well,” Indian batting
legend Sachin Tendulkar
wrote on Twitter afterwards.
Khan also took two catches
on the boundary off consec-
utive balls in the final over
as he grabbed the man-of-
the-match award.  The leg
spinner could not repeat
those exploits in the final,

returning figures of 0-24, as Australian veteran Shane
Watson smashed 117 not out to lead Chennai to their
third IPL title.

But Williamson lavished praise on the right-hander.
“Fantastic bowler-the full package. It was great to
have him in the side and he had a brilliant year,” said
the New Zealand batsman.  War-torn Afghanistan will
make history on June 14 when they walk out for their

first-ever Test match. They secured the prestigious
status last year along with Ireland.

Since gaining ODI status in 2009 the Afghans have

made giant strides, reaching the 50-over World Cup
for the first time in 2015.  Afghanistan have also quali-
fied for next year’s World Cup. — AFP

Kane Williamson backs Afghan 
teen Khan for Test success

Hyderabad paid $1.32m for Rashid at IPL 11 auction

KOLKATA: File photo shows Sunrisers Hyderabad cricketer Rashid Khan (R) celebrates with captain Kane
Williamson after taking the wicket of Kolkata Knight Riders cricketer Andre Russell during the 2018 Indian
Premier League (IPL) Twenty20 second Qualifier cricket match between Kolkata Knight Riders and Sunrisers
Hyderabad at The Eden Gardens Cricket Stadium in Kolkata. — AFP

LONDON: Manchester United will
field a women’s team for the first time
since 2005 after being granted a
licence to play in the second tier
Championship as part of the Football
Association’s restructuring of the game
announced yesterday. 

Following a detailed review and
assessment of clubs wishing to partici-
pate in the top two levels of women’s
football in England, the FA revealed
that 11 teams would contest the top-
flight Women’s Super League for
2018-19, while 12 teams will make up
the Women’s Championship. 

United have been criticised for not
reviving their scrapped women’s team
from 2005 while the game has shown
significant growth, particularly with
rivals Manchester City becoming part
of City Football Group in 2012 and
winning several trophies.

The FA’s head of women’s football,
Sue Campbell, said tough decisions
had to be made but the announcement
was a milestone in the sport’s history.
“Such is the strength of women’s foot-
ball in this country, there have been
some difficult decisions to make but
they’ve been made with the sport’s
best interests at heart,” Campbell said
in a statement. “This is a hugely excit-
ing time for the game and I am hopeful

that we will look back upon this as one
of the most significant decisions made
in its history.” The news was heralded
by United’s executive vice chairman Ed
Woodward.

“We will be making some exciting
announcements in the coming days
and weeks,” Woodward said in a state-
ment on the club’s website. “Starting a
professional team from scratch is chal-
lenging but rewarding and we will
make every effort to provide the sup-
port and experience for the new
women’s team to be successful and to
uphold the fine traditions of our great
club.” The 2018-19 season will begin
on Aug. 18, with the opening round of
fixtures being the Continental Tyres
Cup, before both leagues get under-
way on Sept. 8. The reigning Super
League champions are Chelsea FC
Women who also won the FA Women’s
Cup earlier this month.

The 11 clubs which will form the
FA Women’s Super League for the
2018-19 season are: Arsenal
Birmingham City Ladies, Brighton &
Hove Albion Women, Bristol City
Women, Chelsea FC Women, Everton
Ladies FC, Liverpool Ladies FC,
Manchester City Women, Reading FC
Women, Yeovil Town Ladies, West
Ham United Ladies. — Reuters

‘Gateway’
Istanbul 
‘fantastic venue’
for 2020 final 
KIEV: The 2020 Champions League final in
Istanbul will have none of the logistical
problems that marred the 2005 final in the
city or Saturday’s showpiece in Kiev, the
vice president of the Turkish Football
Federation has said.

Istanbul’s Ataturk Olympic Stadium, scene
of the memorable match when Liverpool
clawed their way back from 3-0 against AC
Milan to win on penalties, pipped Lisbon’s
Estadio da Luz to stage the 2020 final fol-
lowing a meeting of UEFA’s executive com-
mittee on Thursday.

Back in 2005, only one road linked the
centre of Istanbul and the Ataturk Olympic
Stadium, causing serious traffic jams and
supporters complaining of combined journey
times of seven hours to get from the city to
the ground. Fans also complained of prohibi-
tively expensive flight prices.

“Today there is no problem whatsoever,
the accommodation, connections, roads, rail-
ways and underground are in place and there

will be no problem in terms of logistics. It will
be a fantastic venue,” Turkish federation vice
president Servet Yardimci told Reuters in an
interview in Kiev.

“In 2005 it was probably too early to
have hosted that final, the stadium was com-
pleted and immediately after when this final
took place we had some hiccups. “We have
given guarantees over security, logistics and
financial guarantees. Turkey, especially
Istanbul, has developed so much (since
2005) that you would expect this kind of
development to have occurred in 80 years.
Istanbul is also a great gateway to the
Middle East and Africa.”

Logist ical  problems also affected
Saturday’s Champions League final in Kiev,
where Real Madrid beat Liverpool 3-1.
Madrid returned 1 ,000 t ickets due to
extortionate travel and accommodation
costs, while an estimated 1,000 English
supporters were unable to travel due to
flight cancellations.

Yardimci, who is on UEFA’s executive
committee and is also heading up Turkey’s
bid to host the 2024 European
Championships, says rapid development of
Istanbul, which will open a new airport with
two runways in October, means no such
problems will affect the 2020 event. “We
have made a tremendous development
throughout Turkey, having built bridges,
roads, tunnels, railways, airports,” he added.

“The new airport in Istanbul will be prob-
ably the biggest in the world, certainly the

biggest in Europe, about 20 minutes away
from the Ataturk stadium, which also has
underground connections.” Yardimci believes
Turkey’s location as the link between Europe
and Asia makes it a serious contender to beat
Germany to host Euro 2024, which would be
the first major sports event in Turkey after
failed bids to host Euro 2016 and the 2020
Summer Olympics.

“NEW TERRITORY”
One potential stumbling block to Turkey’s

hopes is UEFA stating bid requirements con-
tain criteria relating to the respect of human
rights. A crackdown on dissent since a failed
coup attempt against President Tayyip
Erdogan in 2016 has led to some 50,000
people being arrested pending trial and
150,000, including teachers, judges and sol-
diers being sacked, which could give the
upper hand to Germany, although Yardimci is
not worried.

“Turkey has signed human rights treaties,
we are fully in compliance as far as we were
concerned so that there won’t be an issue for
us at all,” he said. “Germany has a proven
track record they have done the World Cup
twice, the Euros one time. But Turkey is a
new market, new territory to UEFA.

“Turkey is not only a location financially
or logistically but a great football country for
the passion people have for their teams. It’s a
religion for us to support a team, it is a foot-
ball country so why not explore new markets,
new passion.” — Reuters

Fantastic 
bowler-the 
full package

KIEV: Liverpool’s German goalkeeper Loris Karius walks past the trophy after losing the
UEFA Champions League final football match between Liverpool and Real Madrid at the
Olympic Stadium in Kiev, Ukraine, on May 26. — AFP

Sri Lanka says 
pitch-fixing 
claims ‘difficult 
to believe’
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s cricket board
yesterday described allegations of pitch-
tampering at Galle International Stadium
as “difficult to believe” but agreed to
cooperate fully with an international
investigation.

TV news channel Al Jazeera broad-
cast a documentary Sunday showing a
groundsman and a player allegedly dis-
cussing altering the pitch at Galle during
Australia’s 229-run loss in the second
Test against Sri Lanka in 2016. Australia
lost all their 20 wickets and were beaten
inside three days.

Galle groundsman Tharanga Indika
and professional cricketer Tharindu
Mendis also allegedly speculated about
fixing the pitch to ensure a result in
under four days in the Test against
England in November.

Both men have been suspended by Sri
Lanka Cricket pending the outcome of
an investigation by the International
Cricket Council. A third man, provincial
coach Jeevantha Kulathunga, was also
suspended.But the board’s vice presi-
dent Mohan de Silva said there had been
no complaints about the Galle pitch from
captains, umpires or the referee during
the match between Australia and Sri

Lanka in 2016. 
“There is no need to investigate the

Test. Players did not complain.  Captains
report, umpires report and the match
referee’s report did not say anything
about the pitch,” he told reporters.

“There is nothing adverse about the
pitch. It is difficult to believe there was
any wrongdoing.” Indika and Mendis
were stood down Sunday after a trailer
for the Al Jazeera documentary was
aired. Kulathunga was suspended after
the full programme by the Qatari channel
alleged corruption at the highest levels
of world cricket.

Sri Lanka cricket chief executive
Ashley de Silva said the alleged involve-
ment of Sri Lankans in the scandal dealt
a blow to the island’s reputation. “It has
created kind of a bad impact on the
organisation and the country as a
whole.... We are not encouraging this
type of thing (corruption),” de Silva said.

The board lodged a complaint on
Sunday with Sri Lankan police, who
have initiated a separate criminal investi-
gation. The board has also appointed a
three-member panel to investigate the
matter and issue recommendations to
prevent any corruption at future fixtures
in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lankan players and umpires have
been accused of match-fixing in the
past.Jayananda Warnaweera, a former
curator at Galle, remains under a three-
year ban by cricket’s world governing
body until January next year for failing
to cooperate with a corruption inquiry.
No big-name Sri Lankan player has ever
been convicted of corruption but several
stars have alleged match-fixing and
spot-fixing. — AFP
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