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Kuwait, India ink agreement on 
domestic workers, to boost ties

MoU tackles non-payment of salaries, mistreatment of maids

News in brief

Engineer dies of injuries

KUWAIT: Egyptian engineer Mohammad Obaid
died yesterday morning due to injuries he sustained
following an explosion at a power transformer in
Salwa three days earlier. His Egyptian colleague
remains in ICU. The two victims work for a company
that has a contract with the Ministry of Electricity
and Water, and were performing maintenance work
on the transformers. A source said a spark in the
switchboard caused the blast. — Meshaal Al-Enezi

Mom jailed for abusing kids

KUWAIT: The misdemeanors court sentenced a
Kuwaiti mother to a month in jail for mistreating and
insulting her children while teaching them. The chil-
dren’s father had complained to police that the
woman beat the children and abused them verbally
and physically, which affected their mental condition.
The father’s lawyer gave the court evidence includ-
ing a video recording showing mistreatment by the
mother. — Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait and India signed yesterday a mem-
orandum of understanding on domestic workers, as well
as an agreement for visa exemption for holders of
diplomatic, special and official passports following a
meeting between the two countries’ foreign ministers.
The deals reflect the willingness of both friendly coun-
tries to reinforce bilateral relations in all fields, Kuwait
News Agency reported yesterday.

The MoU was signed by Kuwaiti Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and visiting Indian
Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj. During their meeting,
they discussed distinguished bilateral relations and
ways of promoting and developing them in all fields,
along with existing cooperation at all levels. Both minis-
ters also reviewed the latest regional and international
developments and several issues of mutual interest.

The meeting and the signing ceremony was attended
by Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah,
Assistant Foreign Minister for Asia Affairs Ambassador
Ali Al-Said, Assistant Foreign Minister for Protocols

Ambassador Dhari Al-Ajran and several other senior
officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Swaraj, who
arrived in Kuwait on Tuesday on an official visit, also
met HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah earlier yesterday.

According to an Indian Embassy official who spoke
on the condition of anonymity, the MoU will cover a
wide gamut of issues concerning Indian domestic
workers in Kuwait, such as non-payment of salaries, ill-
treatment of maids, etc. According to the MoU, salary
payment will be subject to verification in order to avoid
possible non-payment of salaries, and sponsors will be
contacted to ensure on-time payments. 

The official said the agreement also envisages prop-
er insurance protection for workers. If a dispute arises,
a time-bound solution will be found in order to avoid
delaying a solution indefinitely. Recruitment of domes-
tic labor from India will continue, but only through offi-
cial agencies both in India and Kuwait, the official
added. — Agencies 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Indian Foreign Minister Sushma
Swaraj yesterday. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: The 2019 Doing Business Report shows
that Kuwait’s ease of doing business score improved
from 61.4 to 62.2 in 2017, as Kuwait improved in
three indicators, the World Bank Group (WBG)
regional office in Kuwait said yesterday. The gov-
ernment-wide effort to pursue these reforms was
led by Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled
Al-Roudhan, and members of the Permanent
Committee for Streamlining Business Environment
and Enhancing Competitiveness and working

groups set up for pursuing
business environment
reforms in the country,
according to the release. 

The improvement was
driven by Kuwait’s improved
score in Starting a Business
and Protecting Minority
Investors. Kuwait ranks 97
on the ease of doing busi-
ness, the office said in a
press release. Protecting
Minority Investors indicator
improved from 81 to 72.
Kuwait also reduced the time required to Starting a
Business from 38.5 to 35 days and it reduced the
number of procedures involved with starting a busi-
ness from 9.5 to 7, the World Bank Group added.
Kuwait’s rank also improved in Getting Electricity
from 97 to 95, as it reduced the number of days from
85 to 65 days, it said. (See Page 11)  

Kuwait improves 
in 3 indicators 
in 2019 Doing 
Business Report

Khaled Al-Roudhan

DUBAI: As Israel and Iran clash in Syria, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government is
courting Gulf Arab states at a time when broader
policies align against their common rival Tehran.
Netanyahu on Thursday held surprise talks with
Oman’s Sultan Qaboos in Muscat - accompanied by
the head of Mossad, according to Netanyahu’s office
- raising Palestinian fears of a normalization of ties.

Days later, controversial Culture and Sports
Minister Miri Regev toured the UAE’s famed Sheikh
Zayed mosque, Israel’s communications minister
spoke in Dubai and the Israeli national anthem

played at a judo competition in Abu Dhabi. Israel’s
transport minister is due to promote a rail l ink
between the Israeli city of Haifa and the Gulf next
week in Oman.

Continued on Page 24

Israel moves 
closer to Gulf; 
Oman minister 
visits Ramallah

RAMALLAH: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
meets Omani Foreign Minister Yussef bin Alawi bin
Abdullah yesterday. —AFP 

SARDAR SAROVAR DAM, India:
India inaugurated the world’s tallest
statue yesterday with fireworks, folk
dances and floral tributes, deploying
tight security amid an outcry by
local groups over the soaring cost of
the 182-m sculpture of an independ-
ence hero. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi officially opened the statue of
Vallabhbhai Patel, describing the
completion of his pet project as “a
day that will be remembered in the
history of India”.

Air force jets flew over the giant
figure and clouds of rose petals
were dropped from helicopters onto
its head as Modi bent in front of the
statue on the ground. Modi hailed
Sardar Patel’s “strategic thinking” in
bringing together the disparate
country after independence in 1947
and described the Statue of Unity as
“a symbol of our engineering and
technical prowess”.

More than 5,000 armed police
guarded the huge site in a remote
corner of Gujarat state, with Anand
Mazgaonkar, a community group

leader in Narmada district, accusing
plain clothes officers of detaining 12
people late Tuesday. Police denied
the claims. But the authorities took
no chances in case community
groups staged protests to condemn
the decision to spend 29.9 billion
rupees ($400 million) - much of it
public funds - to build the statue
over a nearly four-year period.
Hundreds of Chinese have been
among the 3,500 workers involved
in its construction. 

Drones and helicopters kept
watch on the area, according to
police, after the chiefs of 22 villages
signed a letter calling on Modi to
stay away from the inauguration.
Posters of Modi with Gujarat Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani were torn
down or had their faces blackened
at the weekend. Police guarded new
posters put in their place. Local leg-
islator Chotu Vasava said: “Tribal
groups have been exploited

Continued on Page 24

India opens 
tallest statue 
in the world

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi poses for a photo as he takes part in
the inauguration festivities for the “Statue of Unity”overlooking the Sardar
Sarovar Dam near Vadodara yesterday. — AFP 

CHICAGO: US voters are
poised to elect two Muslim
women to Congress in the
midterm election next week,
marking a historic first even as
anti-Muslim and anti-immigrant
rhetoric has been on the rise.
Ilhan Omar, a Somali refugee, is
all but certain to be elected to
the US House of Representatives
in a heavily-Democratic district
in the Midwestern state of
Minnesota, where she is the
party’s nominee. Rashida
Tlaib, a social worker born in
Detroit to Palestinian immi-
grant parents, will win a House
seat in a district where she is
running unopposed. 

The two will be the first
Muslim women to serve in the
US Congress. They will increase
the total number of Muslims in
Congress to three. Congressman
Andre Carson, who is Muslim
and African American, is likely to win reelection in his safe-
ly-Democratic district in the state of Indiana. 

Continued on Page 24

16 police get life for killing 42 

NEW DELHI: An Indian court yesterday sentenced
16 police officers to life imprisonment for rounding
up and shooting 42 unarmed Muslim men and toss-
ing their bodies into canals, in one of the bloodiest
moments of violent clashes between Muslims and
Hindus in 1987. — AFP
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