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KUWAIT: Hollywood film ‘First Man’ was screened at the
Avenues Mall on Tuesday. The event was organized by the
US Embassy in Kuwait, which called on authorities in
Kuwait “to do more” with regards to the issue of intellec-
tual property rights. The screening held at the VOX
Cinema is part of a two-week ‘Discover America’ event
showcasing music, film, food, sports, automobiles, educa-
tion and tourism.  

“What happens if people pirate a film? It has a domino
effect on everyone - the producers will not be able to get
back their money invested in the project. They will not be
able to produce better movies in the future since they
cannot cover the fees of their talents,” said US
Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman. “We really
need to look at this issue seriously. Kuwait has been doing
a lot but I think we need more to protect not just films but
all aspects of artistic work, which is being undermined by
piracy,” he said.

He noted that for several months, the US Embassy has
been working very productively with the leadership of the
Ministry of Information, the National Library and the
Copyright Office on enhanced copyright legislation that
will increase protections for intellectual property of
Kuwaiti creators and all other creators, which will allow
Kuwait to join two important international copyright

treaties. “We hope this amended bill will be submitted to
parliament soon. Let me stress: These changes to copy-
right legislation will help Kuwaiti creators protect and
market their impressive works, especially in the digital
space, and can help make Kuwait a destination for creative
content - an incentive for the economy to diversify and for

foreign investors to invest here,” Silverman said.
Silverman thanked VOX Cinema for hosting the

embassy event and all partners and companies participat-
ing in the Discover America events this year. The embassy
is hosting the ‘Discover America’ event for the sixth con-
secutive year, featuring events throughout Kuwait and
highlighting different aspects of the United States. “I am
glad so many of you could join us for this exclusive

screening of ‘First Man’ that tells the incredible story of
the first person to set foot on the Moon - Neil Armstrong -
played here by Ryan Gosling,” he said. 

He said Armstrong nearly died a year before his historic
landing, when he was forced to eject from a lunar landing
research vehicle mere seconds before it crashed.
“Armstrong picked himself up from the near-death experi-
ence and one year later, made his giant leap for mankind.
Everything important starts with an idea, a talented mind
trying something new, and dedication to not give up when
things don’t work the first, second or even third time,”
Silverman added.

“Armstrong proved that whatever we can imagine is
achievable - that’s a lesson for all of us to live by. It is
therefore important for all of us - and for our governments
- to create an environment where our inventors can invent,
our creators can create, and our entrepreneurs can start
new businesses without fear that their work and efforts -
what we call their ‘their intellectual property’ - will be
stolen or misappropriated.”

He also told the audience that the embassy is work-
ing on bringing back to Kuwait a NASA engineer who
spent much of her career working on the Mars Rover
project.  “We hope she will return to Kuwait to inspire
additional young people by appearing at the space
exhibit of the Abdullah Al-Salem Cultural Center early
next year,” he noted. 
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KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman.
— Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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Burgan Bank 
celebrates
successful 
graduation
of young bankers 
KUWAIT: In keeping with its reputation as a
leading banking institution and sought-after
career destination, Burgan Bank recently cele-
brated the graduation of the new batch of 20
trainees from Burgan Bank’s new Burganers
Development Program. Led by the Learning and
Development Department, it is dedicated to
raising the bar of excellence and performance
for future Kuwaiti  bankers by accommodating
the new graduates with comprehensive training
and professional learning experiences which
constitutes the ideal start to their career in the

banking sector. Initiated nearly a decade ago,
the program focuses on equipping the new
recruits with the necessary qualifications, core
competencies, and experience to perform profi-
ciently as per the highest standards.

The program focuses on three main areas,
starting with Burgan Bank’s core values, corpo-
rate culture, standards of work, performance
quality and informing them of the brand strate-
gic objectives. The trainees then learn about
banking operating models, international bank-
ing, and regulatory standards, and acquire
intense technical and operational knowledge.
Finally, the program also provide graduates with
an opportunity to highlight their performance
and demonstrate their skills within the scope of
sales and customer service. 

Commenting on the program, Burgan Bank
Senior Manager - Learning and Development,
Ghada El-Kadi said: “As a leading local and
regional financial institution, we pride ourselves
in cultivating a culture of excellence and innova-
tion that we pass on to the new generation to
advance our business in a sustainable and
socially responsible manner. The program works

as an optimal learning portal dedicated to refin-
ing the capabilities and skills of new employees
in the banking sector. Burgan Bank has always
relied on a long-term investment plan to devel-
op the next generation of highly qualified and
experienced personnel with advanced opera-
tional competencies.”

“Burgan Bank’s internal culture encourages
a spirit of perseverance, positivity, and hard
work, reflected in our day-to day and overall
operations. Continuous learning and improve-
ment are imperative to remain competitive
amid changing market dynamics and customer
needs,” added Kadi.

Burgan Bank Group is a diverse regional
financial powerhouse, which now includes more
than 900 employees in Kuwait and a wide net-
work of 169 branches strategically distributed
across Kuwait, Middle East, North Africa, and
Turkey. The Group aims to provide challenging,
dynamic, and highly progressive career oppor-
tunities, driven by the belief that investing in
human development within Burgan Bank Group
is an investment in the country’s human devel-
opment and overall progress. 

KUWAIT: The Embassy of Chad in Kuwait hosted a reception recently to celebrate
Africa Day, which was attended by ambassadors of African nations to Kuwait.
Kuwaiti officials, led by Acting Assistant Foreign Minister for Africa Affairs
Ambassador Hamad Al-Meshaan, diplomats and other dignitaries attended the
event which took place at Crowne Plaza Hotel. — KUNA photo

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of the Republic of Peru Francisco Rivaarola Rubio hosted a reception recently on the occasion of
197th Anniversary of the National Independence Day at JW Marriott Hotel. Higher officials, diplomats and media persons
attended the event. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank’s young bankers.

KUWAIT: Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait Ayse Hilal Sayan Koytak hosted a
reception recently on the occasion of Turkey’s national day. Minister of
Information Dr Mohammad Al-Jabri, senior officials, diplomats and media rep-
resentatives attended the event. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat


