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WASHINGTON: Notorious Boston gangster James
“Whitey” Bulger was found dead on Tuesday at a prison in
West Virginia, one day after he was transferred to the
high-security facility to serve the remainder of two life
sentences for a string of brutal crimes, the Federal Bureau
of Prisons said. According to The New York Times, the 89-
year-old Bulger, who was an FBI informant in addition to
being a crime boss, had been beaten “unrecognizable” by
fellow inmates. There was no immediate confirmation from
the authorities that Bulger had been murdered. 

The prisons bureau said the former head of south
Boston’s “Winter Hill Gang” was found “unresponsive”
Tuesday morning at the Hazelton penitentiary in Bruceton
Mills, West Virginia. “Life-saving measures were initiated
immediately by responding staff,” the bureau said in a
statement, but “Mr Bulger was subsequently pronounced
dead.” “The Federal Bureau of Investigation was notified
and an investigation has been initiated,” it said.

The prisons bureau said Bulger, who had previously
been incarcerated in Oklahoma and Florida, had been in
custody at the Hazelton facility since Monday. Bulger was
serving two life sentences for 11 murders, racketeering,
extortion, money laundering, possession of firearms and
other crimes. Arrested in 2011 after 16 years on the run,
Bulger’s life of crime has been the subject of several books
and movies including “Black Mass,” a biopic featuring
Johnny Depp as the Irish-American mobster. Bulger also
provided the inspiration for Jack Nicholson’s mob boss
character in Martin Scorsese’s Oscar-winning 2006 gang-
ster film “The Departed.”

Ruled Boston underworld
The subject of a years-long manhunt, Bulger was finally

arrested in Santa Monica, California, where he had been
living quietly under an assumed name with his longtime
girlfriend, Catherine Greig. She was sentenced separately
to eight years in prison for aiding and abetting him. Police
found some $800,000 in cash and an arsenal of weapons

in the modest apartment where Bulger and Greig had lived
for years as Charles and Carol Gasko. 

A $2 million reward for Bulger’s capture was doled out
to a former Icelandic beauty queen who tipped off the
police to their whereabouts. A 12-person jury found Bulger
guilty in Boston in 2013 of 31 separate charges. “The
scope, the callousness, the depravity of your crimes, is

almost unfathomable,” Judge Denise Casper said at his
sentencing. Bulger ruled the Boston underworld with an
iron fist for nearly 30 years while also working as an
informant for the FBI.

His trial, which featured 72 witnesses and 840 exhibits,
produced chilling testimony worthy of a pulp novel. It
heard harrowing tales of teeth being pulled from the
mouths of murder victims to foil identification and the
strangulation of a mobster’s girlfriend who “knew too
much.” Bulger refused to testify at his trial claiming he had
been given immunity from prosecution by federal agents.
He steadfastly denied being an FBI informant, but close
links between some FBI agents in Boston and Bulger’s
Winter Hill Gang in the 1970s and 1980s have been well
documented. Former FBI agent John Connolly was sen-
tenced to prison after being convicted in 2002 of effec-
tively becoming a member of the gang. — AFP 
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LAGOS: When one of Africa’s richest men joined
Twitter and posted his first tweet on May 11 this year,
the fanfare in his native Nigeria was immediate. News
that Femi Otedola had opened an account spread like
wildfire and the billionaire head of Forte Oil appeared
to relish the engagement. “Social media isn’t exactly
my forte but I learn fast,” he wrote, even signing his
tweets “Ote$”.

But within hours of his Twitter debut, numerous
accounts using his name appeared online. Some that
had been dormant for years suddenly sprang to life.
Unsuspecting users would not necessarily have been
able to identify which were real and which were fake, as
Twitter suspended its “blue tick” verifications in
November 2017. Soon, Otedola was forced to distance
himself from news reports based on tweets posted by
one imitation account with more than 8,000 followers.
The account described itself as a “parody” but in prac-
tice appeared anything but.

Otedola announced that he and a charitable founda-
tion set up by the Nigerian businessman Tony Elumelu
were offering 10 million naira ($27,400/24,000 euros)
to up to 50 young entrepreneurs. The imitation account
repeated the offer and urged people who responded to
send their details to a “PA”, who would then give fur-
ther instructions.  Elumelu’s foundation even responded
to the tweets from the imposter, inadvertently giving it
credibility. Otedola expressed his disappointment at the
attempts at online fraud in his name and in June tweet-
ed he would leave Twitter until he was verified. He has
not tweeted since.

Email scams
Nigeria has an unenviable reputation around the

world for corruption and is known particularly for its
“419” email scams, named after the section of the penal
code covering fraud. Fake social media accounts of
celebrities, government ministers, news pages and
blogs appear to be the equivalent of modern-day
“yahoo boys”-online con artists. Many accounts are
designed to look like established figures and organiza-
tions. Tolu Ogunlesi, a media adviser to President
Muhammadu Buhari, said the government had reported
“hundreds” to tech companies since 2015.

“A particular case was that we had people imper-
sonating the minister of finance on Facebook. They
were using the account to financially defraud people,”
he said. “A lot of them run pay-for-job schemes. It’s a
common scam, asking people to pay some money in
exchange for a job.” Before the end of the year, the
government will publish a database of confirmed social
media pages of elected officials, he added.  But
Ogunlesi predicted that misinformation online will still
increase as elections approach in February next year
when former vice president Atiku Abubakar will chal-
lenge Buhari.

Abubakar’s campaign team itself has had to publicly
distance itself from accounts in his name on Facebook
that have been liked by tens of thousands of people.
One in the name of Peter Obi, his pick for vice presi-
dent, had more “likes” than his official page. The
accounts include posts encouraging supporters to
share pro-Abubakar slogans online for money. Another
on Twitter and Facebook recently posted that
Abubakar was grateful to have received support from a
LGBT rights group. But there is no evidence of any
such organization having done so. Nevertheless, the
claim made it into a number of Nigerian newspapers
quoting an official who appears not to exist. Many
apparent support groups based on ethnicity, gender or
religion are often fabricated in Nigeria to attack rival
positions. In this case, LGBT support would likely be
frowned upon in Nigeria, where same-sex relationships
are banned and religious conservatives are hostile to
the rights of sexual minorities. — AFP

Fake news accounts: 
Nigeria social
media’s copycat issue

Erdogan’s Turkey 
remembers WW1 
battles, not defeat
ISTANBUL: World War I ended with the Ottoman Empire
vanquished and facing imminent collapse, its doomed
alliance with Imperial Germany costing hundreds of thou-
sands of Ottoman lives and dealing a death blow to the
already creaking empire. But 100 years after the surrender
of the Ottomans to the Allied powers at Mudros on
October 30, 1918, the Great War is in no way seen as a
pointless waste or even a defeat by modern Turkey under
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 

Rather than focusing on the four years of devastating
conflict that ended in the capitulation and eventual disso-
lution of the empire, Turkey remembers key individual bat-
tles where Ottoman forces, often against huge odds, defied
the Allies and helped forge a new Turkish national identity.
Chief among them is the 1915-1916 Battle of Gallipoli, but
other episodes like the siege at Kut Al-Amara in modern
Iraq and the Battle of Sarikamis against the Russians are
also marked with increasing emphasis. 

Gursel Goncu, the editor-in-chief of the monthly
Turkish history magazine #tarih, said the empire’s defeat
was not something that existed in the memory of contem-
porary Turkey. “We, the Turks, remember and talk about
that period through the Gallipoli victory and the triumph
of the siege of Kut Al-Amara. The devastating defeat of
1918, on the other hand, is still being interpreted as the
‘treason’ of the authorities at the time,” he said.

‘Rising from the ashes’ 
Erdogan increasingly gives these brief triumphs promi-

nence, tracing a line of continuity through the centuries of
great events in Turkish history from the pre-Ottoman era
into the modern republic right up to the defeat of an
attempted coup against him in 2016. The president sees
these battles as a defiance of the West and defense of ter-
ritory which was historically in Turkey’s natural sphere of
influence.  The Ottoman resistance at Gallipoli prevented

the conquest of Constantinople and helped lay the founda-
tions of the modern state that would be formed in 1923 by
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, a key commander at Gallipoli.
Erdogan, who refers to the battle as the Canakkale
Victory, has urged Turkish soldiers to remember the hero-
ism of their forebears as they prepare for battle. “The aim
is the same, the spirit is the same and the faith is the same,”
Erdogan said in March as he sent troops on a cross-bor-
der mission into Syria to help seize the Afrin region from
Syrian-Kurdish militia.

“At Canakkale, a nation filled with a history of victories
awakens from a centuries-old sleep, and rising up from the
ashes, embraces the spirit of unity,” he added. There is no
room in this narrative for the fate of the empire’s Armenian
citizens, whose leaders and prominent intellectuals began

to be rounded up in 1915 just as the Gallipoli campaign
started. Armenians contend they were the victims of the
first genocide of the 20th century at the hands of Ottoman
forces but Turkey rejects this, insisting far smaller numbers
perished in a conflict that saw atrocities on both sides.

Every January, thousands of Turks brandishing national
flags brave freezing temperatures to march through snow
in the northern Kars region to mark not a victory but a
famous retreat of Ottoman forces in 1915 after a disastrous
defeat inflicted by better-prepared Russian forces at
Sarikamis. The retreat is seen as another act of defiance,
though Western historians lambast the Ottoman com-
mander Enver Pasha for needlessly sending troops to their
deaths. Enver is despised by Armenians, who see him as
the instigator of the 1915 massacres. — AFP

World War I, a 
revolution for women 
PARIS: Driving trams, ploughing fields and manning
production lines: World War I radically changed
women’s role in society, as they stepped into the
boots of men gone to fight for their countries. In cities
across Europe, women took on traditionally “male”
jobs-waiting on tables, delivering the mail, teaching in
boys’ schools or handling cash as bank clerks.

“Women rapidly became indispensable, not only
in the nursing and welfare services but in offices
and factories and agriculture, changing the whole
balance of society in the process,” says historian
Michael Howard. As soon as war broke out in 1914,
France’s prime minister Rene Viviani called on
women to “replace in the workplace those who are
on the battlefield”. In Germany 44 percent of
Bavarian farms were being run by women by 1916,
according to the historian Benjamin Ziemann, with
some even forced to pull carts in place of horses
requisitioned for battle.

From 1915 onwards, Europe’s industry-devoted to
the war effort-relied massively on the female work-
force, as did that of the United States from 1917.
“Without women, victory will tarry,” warned Britain’s
soon-to-be prime minister David Lloyd George in
1915. Some 400,000 women were toiling in France’s
war factories by 1918 - a quarter of the workforce-
handling some 2,500 shells per exhausting 11-hour
shift. In Britain women’s share of the workforce had
risen by 50 percent by the end of 1917, with one mil-
lion employed in war factories in 1918. Many were
married and from the middle classes, few of whom
worked outside the home until then. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: In this file photo, Steven Martinez (center) FBI assistant director in charge in Los Angeles,
Douglas Price, (left) FBI Assistant Special Agent in Charge, and LAPD Deputy Chief, David Doan, Chief of
Detectives speak during a news conference to discuss the arrest of Boston crime boss James ‘Whitey’ Bulger
and his companion, Catherine Greig. — AFP  

ANKARA: Turkish President and leader of Turkey’s ruling Justice and Development (AK) Party Recep Tayyip
Erdogan gestures as he arrives for his party’s parliamentary group meeting at the Grand National Assembly of
Turkey in Ankara. — AFP 

Boris Johnson 
effigy to burn at 
UK bonfire party
EDENBRIDGE: A giant effigy of former foreign secretary
Boris Johnson will be torched as part of a British town’s
Bonfire Night celebrations, organizers revealed yesterday.
The 36-foot tall caricature will be set ablaze on Saturday
in Edenbridge, Kent, southeast England, with more than
10,000 people expected to attend. Johnson, who spear-
headed the pro-Brexit campaign, resigned in July over
Prime Minister Theresa May’s plans to keep Britain close
to the European Union after leaving the bloc in March.
Johnson is depicted with a mop of blond hair poking out
from under his cycling helmet, wearing lurid red-and-
white jogging shorts and odd socks. The 54-year-old is
shown holding an EU cake, about to eat a slice of it with
the British flag on.

“Our message to Mr Johnson is that you cannot have
your cake and eat it,” said Edenbridge Bonfire Society
chairman Bill Cummings. “We hope Mr Johnson will
appreciate the humor contained in our caricature and take
it in the good spirit with which it is intended.” Guy Fawkes
or Bonfire Night marks the foiling of a plot by Catholic
conspirators to blow up Protestant king James I and the
Houses of Parliament with 36 barrels of gunpowder on
November 5, 1605. It is celebrated with bonfires and fire-
works displays either on November 5 or the nearest week-
end, with effigies of the plotter Fawkes burned.

Edenbridge has been poking fun at famous figures for
more than 20 years, torching effigies of them alongside the
traditional Guy Fawkes. Last year disgraced Hollywood
producer Harvey Weinstein went up in flames while in
2016 it was US President Donald Trump. “As with last

year, there were many strong contenders for this year’s
celebrity Guy, particularly in the political world,” said
artist Andrea Deans, who painted the Johnson effigy. “This
year Boris was the obvious option, plus he’s great to cari-
cature.” Previous targets have been cyclist Lance
Armstrong, footballer Wayne Rooney, Iraqi dictator
Saddam Hussein and British prime ministers Tony Blair
and Gordon Brown. — AFP 

EDENBRIDGE: Artist Andrea Deans poses next to the
Edenbridge Bonfire Society’s 2018 ‘Celebrity Guy’, former
British foreign secretary Boris Johnson, during the unveil-
ing in Edenbridge, Southern England yesterday. — AFP


