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View of cempasuchil (Mexican marigold) cultivation fields with the Popoctepetl volcano in the background, near Cholula, in Puebla state, Mexico. The Cempasuchil flower is used in Mexico to celebrate the
Day of the Dead by making paths of petals to guide souls to altars set up for them to enjoy the pleasures they had in life. — AFP

A pumpkin carvings by Russian artist Anastasiya Dubach is displayed in a park in
Moscow yesterday — AFPHernita Jutawan, the head of a family welfare organization, roasts coffee

in Tunggul Bute village, South Sumatra, Indonesi. — AFP photos
A coffee farmer is given advice by an agronomist and coffee expert in
Yayasan village, South Sumatra, Indonesia.

Coffee farmers in matrilineal villages in a
mountainous region of Indonesia are get-
ting assistance from a geothermal energy

company, which said it is helping them to grow,
roast and find global buyers for their beans.
Backed by the Asian Development Bank (ADB),
PT Supreme Energy Rantau Dedap has been
supporting coffee growers in South Sumatra
province while building a nearby geothermal
power plant. This month, the company began
linking them with buyers including PT
Fortunium, Rumah Kopi Ranin and Indokom,
which supply both the domestic and overseas
markets, said company and ADB officials.

“We are now reaching out to a global mar-
ket,” said Viswanathan Ramasubramanian of
ADB yesterday “If there is an improvement in
coffee quality, it has the potential to attract big
sized buyers, which can further improve liveli-
hoods,” he said by phone from the Philippines

capital Manila, where ADB is based. The geot-
hermal project on Sumatra, a large and moun-
tainous island west of the capital Jakarta, began
in 2011 and is being built with $227 million of the
funding provided by the ADB.

Coffee-growing communities in the area have
a matrilineal culture, which means that women
play a key role in society and property inheri-
tance is passed down to the eldest daughter. To
make way for the geothermal plant, the company
purchased 125 hectares (309 acres) of land from
150 households, which used the proceeds to buy
nearby land for coffee farming. Two years ago,
Supreme Energy and ADB brought agronomists
and other farming experts from Indonesian uni-
versities to review the coffee growing practices
and provide training to increase yields. After just
six months, the annual coffee bean production of
many farmers who took part in the training dou-
bled, according to Ramasubramanian.

Earlier this year, more coffee specialists were
called on to help improve the quality of the
beans to eventually help farmers attract higher
prices from international buyers. To achieve the
best prices, farmers also formed collectives for
selling their coffee to local buyers,
Ramasubramanian told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.

The power project also supported the forma-
tion of women’s groups in several villagers, with
equipment and technology provided to help with
coffee roasting, grinding and packaging. “The
plan is for the new coffee facilities to be devel-
oped step by step, to be mostly operated by
local people, and prioritize the employment of
women,” said Ismoyo Argo, a senior manager at
Supreme Energy. — Reuters

Renewable brew: Indonesian geothermal
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