
Djokovic wins
Paris opener as
Federer confirms
return
PARIS: Novak Djokovic stepped up his pur-
suit of the world number one ranking with a
7-5, 6-1 win over Joao Sousa at the Paris
Masters on Tuesday, while Roger Federer
confirmed he will play at the event for the
first time since 2015.

Djokovic can regain top spot from Rafael
Nadal this week if he betters the Spaniard’s
performance in the French capital, where the
Serb is a four-time winner of the indoor tour-
nament. Djokovic had never dropped a set in
five previous meetings with Portugal’s Sousa,
but he surrendered a 4-1 lead in the opener
and appeared under the weather before
regrouping to break Sousa at 6-5.

The 14-time Grand Slam champion then
reeled off five games in a row to end Sousa’s
resistance and book a meeting with Damir
Dzumhur of Bosnia in the last 16. Dzumhur
defeated rising Greek star and 14th seed
Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-3, 6-3.

Federer will play Canada’s Milos Raonic
today after receiving a bye in the first round.
Federer’s only tournament victory in Bercy
came in 2011. On his last appearance in 2015
he was knocked out by American John Isner
in the round of 16. 

The Swiss star missed the event the past
two years due to a combination of injury and
selective scheduling. He has also sat out the
last three French Opens. It is the first non-
Grand Slam event to feature Federer, Rafael
Nadal and Novak Djokovic since last year’s
Indian Wells Masters.

“I feel like it’s better for me to play match-
es rather than practice, and I think that’s it. As
long as I don’t feel like I’m taking a chance on

my health prior to London (the ATP Tour
Finals), that’s the key as well,” Federer said.

“I’m happy to play tomorrow. I feel like I
recovered well from last week. So yeah, I’ll
give it a go tomorrow. I’m excited,” he added,
after winning the Swiss indoor champi-
onships in Basel on Sunday.

Raonic fired 23 aces as he outlasted
France’s Jo-Wilfried Tsonga 6-7 (4/7), 7-6
(7/5), 7-6 (7/5) in his opening match. Federer
also revealed he had received an invite to
take part in an exhibition featuring Nadal and
Djokovic in Saudi Arabia in December, but
the 37-year-old said he turned down the
approach.

“I didn’t want to play there at that time. So,
for me, it was a very quick decision,” said
Federer. Nadal and Djokovic are scheduled to
meet in Jeddah on December 22, but they

have faced growing calls to withdraw follow-
ing the murder of a Saudi journalist in the
country’s consulate in Istanbul. 

Both players this week have said they are
assessing the situation and have yet to make
a final decision over their participation.
Nadal, who has never won the Paris Masters,
begins his campaign in the French capital
against fellow Spaniard Fernando Verdasco, a
6-4, 6-4 winner over France’s Jeremy Chardy.

Fifth seed Marin Cilic cruised into the
third round with a 6-3, 6-4 victory over
German veteran Philipp Kohlschreiber.
Gil les Simon was the only one of six
Frenchmen to advance on Tuesday, defeat-
ing compatriot Lucas Pouille 6-3, 6-4, with
Pierre-Hugues Herbert and qualifier Benoit
Paire losing to Mikhail  Kukushkin and
Marton Fucsovics respectively. — AFP

Ooredoo’s ambassador 
Al Jeraiwi wins bronze in
2018 West Asian 
Championship in Jordan
KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait’s brand ambassador, triathlete Najla Al-
Jeraiwi, won the bronze medal in the 2018 West Asian
Championship, which includes running, swimming, and cycling. The
triathlon was held last Friday 27th October in Aqaba City, Jordan,
and included three categories: Men’s individual race, women’s indi-
vidual race, and mixed relay. 

In a press statement, Ooredoo Kuwait lauded the achievement,
noting that her victory brings pride to all the youth of Kuwait. The
sponsorship of athlete Al-Jeraiwi comes in alignment with the compa-
ny’s core values of caring, connecting, and challenging. It further
underscores the company’s commitment to empowering women. 

Al-Jeraiwi has a long track record ofkey achievements. She won
the gold medal in the Sierra Nevada Triathlon, in the Spanish district
of Granada last June. She won the bronze medal in the African
Triathlon Union Cup - the Pan Arab Competition, held in Sharm Al
Shaikh last March. She was the first Arab female triathlete representa-
tive in the 17th Asian Games, South Korea and the first GCC repre-
sentative in UCI Road World Championships 2016. She was also the
runner-up in the ATU African Triathlon & Pan Arab championship and
the GCC cycling champion in both Time Trial and Road race. Al-
Jeraiwi is currently the national champion of Kuwait in both triathlon

and cycling. She has come in the top 3 in multiple regional triathlons. 
Supporting youth and empowering women is among Ooredoo’s top

priorities through its CSR strategy. The company signed a memoran-
dum of understanding with the Ministry of State for Youth Affairs in
2017 to support youth projects and initiatives. Ooredoo is continu-
ously working with the different entities in both private and public
sectors to enrich youth experience in a variety of fields.

ZHUHAI: Top seed Daria Kasatkina slammed the tour-
nament scheduling at the WTA Elite Trophy in China
yesterday after losing in straight sets to Madison Keys.
Kasatkina, 21, was beaten with relative ease by the 23-
year-old American, who took 70 minutes to seal the
win 6-2, 6-4.

The Russian, who finished her previous round-robin
tie against Wang Qiang at 10pm on Tuesday, looked
tired on court and had already criticised the match
timetable.

Asked if she stood by the comments at her post-
match press conference on Wednesday, she took a
deep breath and said: “Yea. I mean if they want me to
pull out of the tournament then they are doing a good
job, because in less than 24 hours I’ve played two
matches.

“The girls [Keys and Wang] are not playing tomor-
row, they are playing on Friday, and I was supposed to
play two matches in less than 24 hours. “So there’s
nothing I can say, nothing I can do. I was fighting, I
mean I did everything I could.

“I gave more than 100% of my abilities, so this is
professional sport.” Keys cruised to take the first set at
the Hengqin International Tennis Center, and although
Kasatkina put up a fight in the second, the sixth seed
clinched the tie.

The American showed little sign of the left knee
injury which forced her to retire from her last two tour-
naments, in Wuhan and Beijing. After the match, she
said: “I think I had a really good start today, and that
definitely helped me. “Overall, I think I just played really
solid and went out and did what I needed to do.”

GOERGES FLOORED 
Earlier, defending champion Julia Goerges suffered a

bruising defeat to Anett Kontaveit. The fifth seed took a
nasty tumble mid-way through the match, which she
went on to lose 2-6, 6-4, 4-6 after more than two hours. 

Kontaveit, the tournament tenth seed, started bright-
ly, breaking the world no. 14 three times to take the
opening set. Goerges, 29, fell heavily on to the hard
court in the sixth game of the second set, and needed
to ice her right leg during the changeover.

Clearly slightly rattled, the German nevertheless dug
deep to claim the set, pumping her fist and gesturing to
her coach as she celebrated. However, it was the 22-
year-old Estonian Kontaveit who won the decider.

World number 20 Kontaveit has now played both
her round-robin matches, after losing on Tuesday to
Belgium’s Elise Mertens, who will play Goerges today.
Yesterday’s third and last match saw Spain’s Garbine
Muguruza beat China’s Zhang Shuai.

The seventh seed dropped the first set, but recov-
ered to win 3-6, 6-3, 6-2 in just over two hours. In her
post-match press conference, the 25-year-old said: “I
didn’t start very well. I didn’t find my rhythm and I was
giving her a lot of free points.

“After the first set I thought, it doesn’t matter, we
have another set.... It was a good challenge for me to
look for something more and to try to change it and to
have the chance to win the match again.”

Now in its fourth year the Elite Trophy features 12
players ranked roughly from nine to 20. This year’s total
prize money is $2.35 million across the singles and dou-
bles tournaments. — AFP
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Kasatkina hits out at Zhuhai 
scheduling after Keys defeat

Defending champion Goerges suffers bruising defeat to Kontaveit
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TOKYO: A group of Japanese doctors
yesterday urged Olympic organisers to
start the Tokyo 2020 marathon as early
as 5:30am, saying failure to do so could
“lead to deaths” from heatstroke. The
warning is the latest in a chorus of con-
cern about how extreme heat could
affect several sporting events at the
Olympic games, particularly after
Tokyo sweltered through a record
heatwave this year.

The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) and Tokyo 2020
organisers have acknowledged the
concerns and already moved the
marathon start time up 30 minutes to
7:00am, with competitive walking
starting even earlier. But the Japan
Medical Association and the Tokyo
Medical Association said that was
insufficient because most of the course
would still be run in heat levels that
were dangerous, and under which
physical activity should be halted.

“We are seriously concerned about
it,” Kimiyuki Nagashima, a senior offi-
cial with the Japan Medical Association
told reporters yesterday. “If the risk of
heatstroke is high for not only athletes
but also staff members and the audi-
ence, there will be a rising demand for
emergency services, which will have

serious impact on medical institutions
and regular patients.”

The associations are calling for the
start time to be moved to 5:30am, and
the presidents of both groups met ear-
lier this week with the head of the
Tokyo 2020 Organising Committee to
press the issue.

“We wouldn’t have visited the
organising committee if we’d thought it
was only slightly worrying... we fear the
current plan could lead to deaths,”
Haruo Ozaki, president of the Tokyo
Medical Association, told AFP.

Heat stroke kills hundreds of people
each year across Japan, and this year
record temperatures caused a spike in
fatalities and hospital visits. Masa
Takaya, a spokesman for the 2020
organisers, said the doctors had pre-
sented “a serious opinion based on
expert knowledge.”

“We’ll share it with working groups
of the IOC and IPC (International
Paralympic Committee)” that are dis-
cussing issues of heat, he told AFP. The
IOC has backed calls for Japan to adopt
daylight savings during the Games to
ease the heat situation, but there is little
support among Japanese lawmakers or
the public for the proposal, which is
viewed as too disruptive. — AFP

ZHUHAI: Daria Kasatkina of Russia serves to Madison Keys of the US in their women’s singles second round match
of the Zhuhai Elite Trophy tennis tournament in Zhuhai, in south China’s Guangdong province yesterday. —AFP

Japan doctors warn heat could
make Tokyo 2020 Olympic
marathon ‘deadly’

PARIS: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Portugal’s Joao Sousa during their men’s
singles second round match on day two of the ATP World Tour Masters 1000 - Rolex Paris
Masters - indoor tennis tournament at The AccorHotels Arena in Paris. — AFP

OTTAWA: Ottawa and the province of
Alberta have struck a last-minute funding
deal to salvage Canada’s 2026 Winter
Olympics bid ahead of a crucial vote yes-
terday on canceling the process.

Calgary city councilors are scheduled
to decide on a recommendation from the
Olympic committee to end their pursuit of
hosting duties over a lack of cash from the
central and provincial governments.

But talks overnight between federal and
provincial officials resulted in a proposal
to fund most of the public costs, and
reduce Calgary’s share of the burden. “A
deal (was) reached between the feds and
province,” a senior Canadian government
source told AFP, on condition of anonymi-
ty as they were not authorized to speak
publicly on the agreement.

“Calgary had asked that there was a
provincial and federal agreement in place
before they could make a funding decision
on their end. Now that that is in place... it’s
up to Calgary now to decide,” the official
said. The agreement-which would see the
original Can$3 billion (US$2.3 billion) pub-
lic portion of the Games budget reduced
slightly and, along with it, each party’s
share of the costs-has been validated by
federal Sports Minister Kirsty Duncan and
Alberta Premier Rachel Notley.

If Calgary city council votes to keep its
bid alive, the next hurdle would be a refer-

endum on November 13. Evan Woolley,
chairman of the Olympic bid committee,
held out little hope of the council voting to
move ahead, however, telling public
broadcaster CBC the funding deal had
been struck too late to allow Calgarians to
make an “educated decision.”

The host city of the 2026 Winter
Olympics will be announced in June next
year in Lausanne. Calgary withdrawing
its bid would leave only Milan and
Stockholm in the running. The
International Olympic Committee is fac-
ing a scarcity of applications for the
Winter Games, with many being scared
off by the huge bill for Sochi 2014.

Several cities that initially expressed
interest in hosting the 2026 edition pulled
out after tepid support from their local
populations. As the last Canadian city to
host the Winter Olympics in 2010,
Vancouver lost tens of millions of dollars
despite the event costing a relatively mod-
est US$7 billion, when compared to the
US$50 billion for Sochi. 

Calgary previously organized the 1988
Winter Games and so can save on facili-
ties, but new construction will still be
needed. Financing talks came to a head on
Friday, when Calgary Mayor Naheed
Nenshi threatened to end the city’s bid if
the federal government didn’t pony up
more money. — AFP

Last-minute deal aims to salvage
Canada’s Winter Olympics bid


