
Roedinghausen
give Bayern a 
German Cup scare
BERLIN: Fourth-tier part-timers Roedinghausen
made mighty Bayern Munich work for a 2-1 away
win in the second round of the German Cup on
Tuesday. It was a poor performance from reign-
ing Bundesliga champions Bayern, and the win
came at a price as Thiago Alcantara had to be
helped off with 15 minutes to go.

“We have got through but everyone needs to
think about their performance here,” said
goalscorer Thomas Mueller. “We played well for
the first 20 minutes, but then we made a lot of
mistakes and became nervous.”

Bayern were 2-0 up after just 13 minutes in
Osnabrueck when stand-in striker Sandro
Wagner netted and Mueller converted a penalty
in freezing conditions. Bayern wasted the chance
to increase their lead on 23 minutes when Renato
Sanches fired his penalty attempt against the
crossbar. Despite trailing by two at the break,
Roedinghausen dreamt of an upset after mid-
fielder Linus Meyer drilled in on 50 minutes to
cause nervous glances in the Bayern ranks. 

Bayern coach Niko Kovac named a weakened
team but still started with 11 internationals. They
took the lead after just eight minutes at
Osnabrueck’s Bremner Bruecke stadium, the
16,000-capacity ground which could have
housed the entire population of the nearby
municipality of Roedinghausen.

Wagner stabbed home a Sanches volley to
give Bayern an early lead. When Sanches was
pulled down in the area, Mueller put away the
penalty and the Bavarians appeared on course
for a routine win.

It should have been 3-0 when Leon Goretzka
was fouled in the area, but Sanches smashed his
spot-kick off the crossbar. Roedinghausen came

out with renewed energy after half-time and mid-
fielder Meyer soon had the delight of scoring
past Germany goalkeeper Manuel Neuer.  

With 15 minutes left, Roedinghausen goal-
keeper Niclas Heimann pulled off a remarkable
save to deny Franck Ribery but there was ulti-
mately no fairytale for the hosts. Elsewhere
fourth-tier Ulm, who knocked out holders
Eintracht Frankfurt in the first round, bowed out
after being thumped 5-1 at home by Bundesliga

strugglers Fortuna Duesseldorf.
Wolfsburg carved out a 2-0 win at Hanover 96

in an all-Bundesliga clash with their towering
Dutch striker Wout Weghorst claiming his third
goal in as many games. Hertha Berlin also booked
their place in the third round with a 2-0 win at
third-division Darmstadt. Hertha captain Vedad
Ibisevic scored just seconds after coming off the
bench before defender Maximilian Mittelstaedt
added a late second. —AFP

Asian football boss 
urges ‘fair play’ in 
presidential poll
KUALA LUMPUR: Asian Football Confederation
president Sheikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa
yesterday called for “fair play” in next year’s elec-
tions where he will seek a fresh, four-year term as
president.

The Bahraini royal said he had the support of
nearly 90 percent of the AFC’s 46 full members,
but warned against “third-party interference” in
the vote next April. Sheikh Salman first took the
reins in 2013 when the Asian body was still reeling
from a corruption scandal which saw his prede-
cessor, Mohamed bin Hammam, banned from foot-
ball for life.

“In Asia and particularly here at the AFC, we
have built a positive reputation and image in the
last five years,” he told the AFC annual congress in
Kuala Lumpur. “We do not need nor do we want
any third-party interference or influence in our
elections. We need to be strong on this matter.”

The congress passed an amendment to an elec-
toral rule which said candidates must be backed
by their home country and two other federations.
Any three nominations are now acceptable. It also
approved a proposal to formally recognise five
regional associations within the AFC. 

At the AFC Congress in April, Sheikh Salman
could face a challenge from Saudi Arabia’s Adel
Ezzat, head of a new regional bloc, the South
West Asian Football Federation. However, the
sheikh said he had letters of support from 40 of
the federations in the AFC, which has influence
as the world’s second biggest confederation
behind Africa.

“All member associations must be free to exer-
cise their rights for the good of the game. And this,

we must remember, is the Asian football family.
Our family must stick together,” he said. “I can say
is I won’t let you down,” added the sheikh.

His potential challenger, Ezzat, resigned as head
of the Saudi football federation last month, saying
he wanted to focus on the AFC elections. While
Saudi Arabia has long been a marginal player in
the game, the oil-rich kingdom-currently involved
in a diplomatic row with 2022 World Cup hosts
Qatar-is seen as being in the midst of a push for
influence in football.

Asian football has a chequered history after
Qatar’s bin Hammam was accused of bribery dur-
ing his 2011 campaign to unseat the now disgraced
Sepp Blatter as president of world body FIFA.
After having a life ban annulled by the Court of
Arbitration for Sport, bin Hammam was handed a
second lifetime ban by FIFA in 2012 for conflict of
interest violations. Sheikh Salman was elected in
2013 and completed the last two years of bin
Hammam’s term, before being re-elected unop-
posed to a full, four-year term in 2015. — AFP

PARIS: The president of Spain’s La Liga, Javier Tebas,
has stepped up his criticism of Paris Saint-Germain as
he pushed UEFA to kick teams out of the Champions
League for breaching their Financial Fair Play rules.

UEFA opened an investigation into the Qatari-
owned club’s spending in September 2017 under pres-
sure from some of Europe’s footballing elite after they
signed Neymar from Barcelona for a world-record 222
million euros ($264 million). 

They then completed a deal to sign Kylian Mbappe
from Monaco for 180 million euros just a few weeks
later, and Tebas has been especially vocal in his criti-
cism of PSG’s finances, while also targeting Abu Dhabi-
owned Manchester City.

“UEFA’s Financial Fair Play rules say that when you
cheat with your budgets, you have to be thrown out of
the competition,” Tebas said Tuesday during an inter-
view in Paris with several media, including AFP. PSG
have never been barred from playing in the Champions
League, although in late September UEFA said it had
referred the accusations against the French giants to its
financial unit “for further investigation”.

UEFA rules mandate that clubs cannot spend more

than they earn in any given season and deficits must fall
within a 30-million-euro limit over three seasons.

PSG’s case, though, is complicated by lucrative
sponsorship deals with the Qatar National Bank and
the Gulf state’s tourism authority. Tebas claims his faith
in UEFA and FFP is wavering.

“I am sceptical. I have to have confidence just now.
When this whole process ends, ask me again,” said the
56-year-old.

Tebas has ignored the pleas of PSG president
Nasser Al Khelaifi to stop his public criticism of the
French champions and claims he is not simply trying to
protect the interests of Spanish giants Real Madrid
and Barcelona.

Both clubs, along with other traditional European
giants, have been threatened by the emergence of PSG
and City with their mega-rich Gulf owners. “I want
football to be economically balanced, so that there are
no devious methods to becoming big, because this
places football’s economic structure in danger,” he said.
“In this case I am defending the interests of profession-
al football in Europe.

“UEFA’s Financial Fair Play rules are there to be

obeyed. We also denounced Manchester City and we
are studying other clubs in Europe, not just PSG. The
thing is that PSG have been the most blatant.”

He blames the two clubs for the continuing inflation
of wages and transfer fees, with PSG’s deal for Neymar
more than double the world record at the time-
Manchester United bought Paul Pogba from Juventus
for 105 million euros a year earlier.

“If players’ salaries and transfer fees go up because
television rights have gone up, through money that
has come into football, that is normal. “Inflation is bad
when the money doesn’t come from football, but from
gas or oil.”

Meanwhile, Tebas says he is prepared to appeal to
the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) if his plans to
stage a match in the United States are blocked. “We
will go to the CAS or the competent courts. We think
we have the right legally and ethically,” he said.

His response came after FIFA president Gianni
Infantino confirmed last week that world football’s
governing body is opposed to La Liga’s plans to take
the league game between Barcelona and Girona to
Miami on January 26.

“Why can the NBA take official matches out of the
USA, and go and play in London, and we cannot? “We
are talking about one match with the strategic motive
of trying to grow and improve La Liga’s brand.” — AFP
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Neymar risks prison
over Barca move, says
Spanish magistrate
MADRID: A Spanish magistrate leading an investigation
into alleged irregularities in Neymar’s move to Barcelona in
2013 said yesterday the Brazilian superstar could face up to
six years in prison.

“The term imposed, in principle, could be between four
and six years,” said a decree issued by judge Jose Maria
Vazquez Honrubia, a copy of which was seen by AFP.
Neymar, his parents, Barcelona president Josep Maria
Bartomeu and his predecessor Sandro Rosell are all awaiting
trial over alleged corruption concerning Neymar’s move to
the Spanish La Liga giants in 2013.

The Brazilian international forward is now with Paris
Saint-Germain in France’s Ligue 1. The case, which follows a
complaint by DIS, a Brazilian group which part-owned the
rights to Neymar, surrounds allegations of “corruption” and
“fraud” in the player’s move to Barcelona.

Neymar moved to the Spanish La Liga giants in May 2013
for a reported fee of 57.1m euros. Although no financial
details of the deal were revealed by either Barcelona or his
Brazilian club FC Santos, Neymar’s parents were said to have
received receive 40m euros and FC Santos 17.1m.

In January 2014, prosecutors in Madrid began investigat-
ing the transfer because documents requested by the author-
ities contained contradictory information. Rosell resigned
from his post as president a week later and Barcelona subse-
quently revealed they had actually paid 86.2m euros for the
Brazilian star.

DIS, who received 6m euros of the 17.1m given to FC
Santos, alleges that Barcelona and the Brazilian club colluded
to mask the true cost of the deal. Bartomeu, Rosell,
Barcelona, FC Santos and its former president, Odilio
Rodrigues Filho, are now expected to answer charges of
fraud, according to the decree.

Because the prison term involved exceeds five years, three
judges are set to preside over Neymar’s trial which is expect-
ed to be heard at the Audiencia Nacional, a high court with
jurisdiction over Spanish territory as well as over international
crimes which come under the jurisdiction of Spanish courts.

Whether Neymar faces a prison term remains to be seen,
however. In May 2017 the Spanish authorities said Neymar
should stand trial but no date has yet been set. —AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: FIFA president Gianni Infantino (R) and AFC president Sheikh Salman bin Ebrahim al
Khalifa (L), hold a plaque after inaugurating the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) new headquarters in
Kuala Lumpur on Tuesday. — AFP

OSNABRUECK: Roedinghausen’s Laurin von Piechowski (Center Up) jumps for the ball during the
German Cup (DFB Pokal) football match SV Roedinghausen v FC Bayern Munich in Osnabrueck,
Germany on Tuesday. — AFP

FIFA bans Ghana’s 
former football 
president for life
LAGOS: Ghana’s former football president Kwesi Nyantakyi has
been banned by FIFA from football for life and ordered to pay a
hefty fine after being found guilty of bribery and corruption. FIFA’s
ethics committee banned Nyantakyi “for life from all football-relat-
ed activities (administrative, sports or any other) at both national
and international level,” it said in a statement issued Tuesday.

The committee found Nyantakyi guilty of “conflicts of interest”,
“bribery and corruption” and “commission” after being caught on
camera accepting bribes. Along with the ban, Nyantakyi faces a
fine of CHF 500,000 ($496,000, 438,000 euros).

In June, a documentary by investigative journalist Anas
Aremeyaw Anas was broadcast showing hidden camera footage of
Ghanaian officials taking bribes, including Nyantakyi. Nyantakyi
was accused of requesting $11 million (9.3 million euros) to secure
government contracts.

The revelations rocked Ghana, where football is the national
sport and which prides itself as being a stable democracy in an
often turbulent region. In September, the Referees Association of
Ghana said it had banned eight referees and assistant referees for
life while 53 officials were subject to 10-year bans. 

Football analysts have described corruption as a “curse” on
African football. On Tuesday, 10 youth players from Benin were
jailed for one month each for lying about their age after they were
kicked out of qualifying for next year’s under-17 Africa Cup of
Nations finals. At the same hearing, the former president of Benin’s
football federation, Anjorin Moucharafou, was sentenced to two
months in jail. —AFP


