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Qatar denies meddling in Bahrain 

DOHA: Qatar denied yesterday accusations it inter-
fered in Bahrain’s internal affairs after a Manama
court sentenced head of the Shiite opposition Ali
Salman to life in jail for spying for Doha. “Qatar con-
demns the mentioning of its name in Bahrain’s politi-
cal disputes and internal conflicts,” Qatar’s foreign
ministry said in a statement. It added that Bahrain
should not resort “to the politicization of the judici-
ary or use Qatar’s name in favor of political calcula-
tion that has proven to be narrow-minded”. — AFP 

Iran accuses Israel of cyber attack 

TEHRAN: Iran accused Israel yesterday of launching
a failed cyber attack against its communications sys-
tems. “A regime whose record in using cyber weapons
is clear from cases such as Stuxnet has tried this time
to damage Iran’s communication infrastructure,” said
Information Minister Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi
tweeted. “We will follow up this hostile action through
international forums,” he said. His deputy Hamid
Fattahi said technical teams had intercepted multiple
attempts to infiltrate their systems early yesterday,
and had been “strongly warded off”. — AFP 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: A new health insurance
company’s full range of medical services
will serve more than two million expatri-
ates living and working in the country
when they are completed, the new
chairman of the National Assembly’s
health committee said yesterday. MP
Humoud Al-Khudhair said that when the
Dhaman health assurance company
begins operations, it will provide a com-
plete range of medical services, from
primary healthcare to advanced treat-
ment at hospitals.

Khudhair however did not give any
specific date when the services will be
ready, but the Assembly has already
approved a law for the company to
offer medical services to expatriates in
the country. The lawmaker said when
the company will start its services, it
will greatly reduce overcrowding at
public hospitals and clinics all over the
country, and will also reduce adminis-
trative and financial expenses on the
government. He added the move will
sharply improve the standard of medical
services in the country.

At present, a majority of expatriates
receive medical services at public health
centers and hospitals after paying a
mandatory health insurance fee of KD
50 per person annually, in addition to
reduced charges for a variety of medical

services in public clinics and hospitals.
Last year, the health ministry sharply
increased charges for medical services
provided to expatriates by public health
centers and hospitals.

Meanwhile, MP Faisal Al-Kandari
yesterday accused Public Works
Minister Husam Al-Roumi of being
responsible for the damage caused by
rains last week, and called on him to
resign. He said the minister is no longer
capable of running the daily affairs of his
ministry, which has failed to deal with the
“scandal” of the floodwaters that accu-
mulated on the Sixth Ring Road.

The lawmaker said every year, mil-
lions of dinars are spent on roads and
the sewage network, and questioned
where did the money go when roads
were affected after the first rainfall.
Kandari said he will not accept any
unsubstantiated reasons for what hap-
pened and the ministry has to be held to
account. He also accused the minister of
deliberately obstructing the execution of
a number of road projects that had
already been approved and questioned
for whose interest this was done.

Separately, the newly-elected
Assembly’s foreign relations committee
yesterday elected opposition MP
Abdulkarim Al-Kandari as its chairman,
who said that there is an urgent need to
activate the panel’s role due to the grave
situation in the region. 

A handout picture shows a Sayad missile fired from the Talash missile system dur-
ing an air defense drill in an undisclosed location in Iran yesterday. — AFP 

CHATTANOOGA, Tennessee: US President Donald Trump arrives for a “Make America
Great Again” campaign rally at McKenzie Arena on Sunday. — AFP 

RAMADI, Iraq: The Rose Plaza Hotel is pictured in the capital of Iraq’s Anbar
province on Oct 3, 2018. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The United States
vowed yesterday to be “relentless” in
countering Iran as sweeping sanctions
took effect, but the Islamic republic defi-
antly promised to stand up to the “bully-
ing” by Washington. US President
Donald Trump’s administration nonethe-
less issued eight exemptions from its
demand on all countries to stop buying

Iranian oil, the country’s largest export,
amid bitter international opposition to
the unilateral US sanctions.

Six months after Trump pulled out of
an international agreement on ending
Tehran’s nuclear program, Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo said the ultimate US
goal was for Iran to make a “180-degree
turn” and abandon its “revolutionary
course”. While stopping short of urging
regime change, he reiterated demands
for Iran to end policies rooted in the
1979 Islamic revolution including its
support for regional proxies such as the
Lebanese militia Hezbollah and its devel-
opment of missiles.

“We hope a new agreement with Iran
is possible, but until Iran makes changes
in the 12 ways I listed in May, we will be
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Sisi hints no wage increases 

CAIRO: President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi suggested yes-
terday that Egypt’s civil servants may not get a wage
increase this year as the government needs money to
build new classrooms in overcrowded schools.
Speaking at the World Youth Forum in Sharm El-
Sheikh, Sisi said there was a need to build 250,000
new classrooms, which would cost 130 billion Egyptian
pounds ($7.3 billion). The government needs to find a
solution, he said, adding: “I’m going to say something
difficult. Make cuts in all the ministries. I’m going to say
something even more difficult. We’re not going to give
raises this year to employees in Egypt.” — Reuters 

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump’s whirl-
wind campaign hit three states yesterday
in the final effort to stop Democrats from
breaking his Republicans’ stranglehold on
Congress in midterm elections seen as a
referendum on the most divisive US pres-
ident in decades. Cleveland, Ohio; Fort
Wayne, Indiana; then Cape Girardeau,

Missouri: It was well after midnight
before the real estate billionaire and pop-
ulist showman was to get back to the
White House - and only a few hours more
before polls open today across the
world’s largest economy.

“Don’t fall for the Suppression Game.
Go out & VOTE. Remember, we now have
perhaps the greatest Economy (JOBS) in
the history of our Country!” he tweeted
yesterday before setting off for the furi-
ous final round of campaigning. Trump is
not on the ballot in the midterms, which
see the entire House of Representatives
and a third of the Senate up for grabs.
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KUWAIT: Lightning strikes the sky above Kuwait City during a thunderstorm yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

RAMADI, Iraq: The opening of a new
hotel is posing a challenge to tribal cus-
toms in western Iraq’s Anbar province,
where locals traditionally welcome out-
siders into their homes. In the heart of
Ramadi, the provincial capital, a tall
building is lit up with neon lights. “Rose
Plaza Hotel” reads a bright sign in Arabic
and English. The 80-bed hotel, built by a
young Iraqi businessman, has caused a

stir in Anbar, the vast desert province to
the west of Baghdad that extends to the
borders with Syria, Jordan and Saudi
Arabia. 

Wearing a suit and with his hair
slicked back, hotelier Mohammed Kassar
stands ready to defend his project. “We
are the province of generosity and hos-
pitality,” said the 29-year-old. “But it’s a
joke that a province which covers a third
of Iraq, looks out onto three countries
and is a commercial hub, doesn’t have a
hotel.” Anbar has come far. A longtime
bastion of the anti-US insurgency, it was
later overran by the Islamic State (IS)
group and became off-limits to tourists
or investors on business trips.
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WASHINGTON: The sons of murdered journalist
Jamal Khashoggi have asked Saudi authorities to
return the body of their father so the family can prop-
erly grieve, they told CNN in an interview aired
Sunday. “I really hope that whatever happened wasn’t
painful for him, or it was quick. Or he had a peaceful
death,” Abdullah Khashoggi told the US network in
Washington. His brother Salah said “all what we want
right now is to bury him in Al Baqi (cemetery) in
Madinah with the rest of his family”. — AFP 


