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News in brief

Amir sends condolences
over Baghdad blast victims
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent yesterday cables of
condolences to Iraqi President Barham Saleh and
Prime Minister Adel Abdulmahdi over the victims of
a series of explosions that targeted several locations
in the capital Baghdad. In the cables, His Highness
the Amir voiced the State of Kuwait’s stern condem-
nation of such heinous crimes that go against all
human values, reiterating at the same time its sup-
portive stance of whatever measures the brotherly
country take to safeguard its safety and security. His
Highness also wished the wounded a speedy recov-
ery. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah sent similar cables. — KUNA

Health Ministry rebuffs reports
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Health categorically
denied a report published in a daily newspaper of an
alleged ‘$3.5 billion’ overseas treatment bill for a
period of nine months. The Ministry, in a statement
yesterday, said that what has been published lacks
credibility, stressing that media institutions must
be reliable and fact-check information received
from sources. Furthermore, the statement pointed
out that the overseas treatment budget is set
under the approval and follow-up of the Ministry
of Finance and the Central Bank, calling on media
outlets and social media platforms not be influ-
enced or misguided by false information, yet
should shoulder its responsibility in conveying the
truth to the public. — KUNA

Shuaiba Port resumes operations
KUWAIT: Kuwait Ports Authority (KPA) said that
Shuaiba Port resumed operations yesterday at 11:30
am after weather had improved across the country.
KPA announced Sunday that navigation has been
suspended at the Port because of deteriorating
weather condition. — KUNA

Natural reserve intruders pursued
KUWAIT: Chairperson of the Kuwaiti Voluntary Work
Center Sheikha Amthal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
warned yesterday that legal action would be taken
against anybody attempting to break into Sabah Al-
Ahmad natural reserve. “Frequent cutting of fences sur-
rounding the reserve were noticed lately with people
storming into the area, causing severe damage to the
wildlife and the environment,” Sheikha Amthal noted.
She assured the center is cooperating with the
Environment Public Authority (EPA) and the Ministry of
Interior to follow those violators and punish them.
Sheikha Amthal called on people to report any viola-
tions noticed and send it with photos attached, to the
Voluntary Work Center official website, www.kuwait-
volunteers.com. — KUNA

Interior Ministry, PACI database link to help locate suspects

Civil Service Commission targets
Kuwaitization of 3,140 jobs: Jassar

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission
(CSC) continues to replace expatriate
employees with Kuwaitis in different min-
istries and governmental bodies as part of
its ‘Kuwaitization’ plan. Speaking to the
press yesterday, the commission’s
Chairman Ahmad Al-Jassar said that CSC
was currently targeting the
Kuwaitization of 3,140 jobs of
the total employments in the
country. He added that these
include 15 job descriptions fitting
the criteria, with the exception of
the ones in the medical field. The
strategy, which was approved
during the fiscal year 2017/2018,
aims to provide Kuwaitis with
job opportunities as part of the
country’s developmental plan,
Jassar noted. The government
has given instructions to each state depart-
ment to achieve complete Kuwaitization of
their respective staff by 2022, but this task
has proven very challenging for certain
departments including the education and
health ministries which heavily rely on
technical expatriate employees.

In other news, the government decided
recently to assign Deputy Prime Minister
and Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-

Jarrah Al-Sabah to take responsibility
over the Public Authority for Civil
Information; a step that a security source
described as ‘important’ because it leads
to linking the two authorities’ databases
with each other. Such linkage will help law
enforcement authorities locate suspects

using address data of citizens and expa-
triates stored in PACI’s database, Al-Rai
reported yesterday quoting the anony-
mous source. Furthermore, the link should
contribute to the state’s efforts in
addressing the country’s demographic
imbalance by giving police easy access to
information that help them fight visa traf-
ficking and pursue residency violators, the
source added.

15 job 
descriptions fit
Kuwaitization

criteria

The Civil Service Commission

Senior citizen
found dead at
Jahra stable 
KUWAIT: A citizen’s body was found
decomposed in a Jahra stable, and it
was recovered by the coroner to deter-
mine the cause of death. A citizen told
police that his 74-year-old father was
missing, so he went to the stable where
his father used to spend time, and found
his decomposed body. He  identified
him by his clothes.

Blackmail
Criminal  detectives decided to

deport  a  Syr ian man who black-

mailed a Saudi woman and sent mes-
sages to her cousins in Saudi Arabia
telling them he has the woman’s pic-
tures. A Saudi national told police
that a Syrian man threatened his
daughter after she left him when she
realized her relationship with him
was a mistake. 

The suspect somehow got the num-
bers of her relatives in Saudi Arabia and
sent them messages telling them he has
the girl’s pictures and that he will shame
them. Detectives took over the case and
identified the suspect, then followed
him in his car and asked him to pull
over, but he refused. 

When he was forced to stop, he gave
them his brother’s ID, but failed to
deceive them. The man attempted to
escape on foot and entered a house, but
was finally arrested. — Translated by
Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

Amir address
‘guiding light’
for govt: Cabinet
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet held its
weekly session at Seif Palace yesterday
under chairmanship of His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. The ministers, during
the session affirmed that His Highness the
Amir’s recent address to the Parliament
would be the ‘guiding light’ for the govern-
ment in fulfilling its tasks.

Following the session, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet
Affairs Anas Al-Saleh said that the cabinet
examined contents of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s address at the National
Assembly’s third session of the 15th leg-
islative term, held last week. His Highness
the Amir, whose speech contained advices
and sagacious guidelines, affirmed his
advocacy of democracy as a thought,

method and practice. He had also called
for adherence “to our democratic system
and defending it in face of some negative
practices, insensible stances and schemes
that do not serve higher interests of the
homeland; rather they threaten its stability
and impede accomplishment.”

The ministers noted that His Highness
the Amir affirmed that freedoms of speech
and opinion constitute some of the distin-
guished specifications of the Kuwaiti soci-
ety, called for preserving and boosting
such characteristics within the framework
of abidance by the constitution and the
laws. Moreover, His Highness the Amir
expressed support for any serious step
toward reforms, combating corruption,
bringing the corrupt to accountability and
protecting public funds, in addition to call-
ing on the legislative and executive
authorities to complete the process of
accomplishments and economic reforms.
Furthermore, His Highness the Amir in his
address to the parliament warned against
repercussions from the bitter and extraor-
dinary situation in the region “in a period
deemed the most dangerous for the pres-
ence and the future .. Where the region’s
stability and economy are targeted.”

He also called for neglecting promoters
of pessimism, sedition, rumors and frustra-
tion regarding the future, and that the
State of Kuwait would always remain safe
and secure, guarded by His Almighty, the
people and their unity. The ministers
expressed deep pride of the purposeful
instructions by His Highness the Amir that
reflected his concern and keenness on
solidifying security and stability in the
country, serving interests and promotion
of Kuwait and its faithful people. The min-
isters affirmed His Highness the Amir
would be the “guidance light for the gov-
ernment in performing its tasks while
seeking to attain the aspired national
objectives.”

The ministers examined His Highness
the Prime Minister’s address to the same
parliamentary session, which marked end
of the legislators’ recess, where the pre-
mier pledged to His Highness the Amir that
the government would abide by the con-
stitution, the laws, activate cooperation
with the legislative authority, seek to
advance its performance and functions of
institutions. His Highness the Prime
Minister also vowed to take all necessary
measures to protect public funds, activate

the fight against corruption, emphasized
continuation of the approach that would
place administrative and economic reforms
on top of the priorities, beside pursuing
efforts aimed at overhauling government
services, namely guaranteeing the right to
education, securing health and housing
care, jobs for the ambitious and qualified
youth, continuing the social services which
the government place in the lead of its
concerns.

Moreover, His Highness the Premier
affirmed the commitment to maintain the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), praising
the noticeable role undertaken by His
Highness the Amir, whose wisdom fortified
Kuwait in the face of escalating regional
events and their fallouts. At another level,
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah briefed the ministers about the
recent visit by the Indian foreign minister
to the country for discussing bilateral rela-
tions. During the visit, the Kuwaiti and
Indian sides inked an agreement on mutual
visa exemptions for holders of diplomatic,
official and special passports and a memo
of cooperation on employment of domes-
tic helpers. — KUNA

Municipal
Council
Chairman 
proposes
tourist buses
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Municipal Council Chairman
Osama Humoud Al-Otaibi proposed
allocating special bus stops outside all
touristic attractions in Kuwait to link
those sites with various destinations,

adding that this help reduce traffic con-
gestion on roads leading to those
attractions, avoiding the need to build
more parking areas, facilitating families
to reach more than one site during a
day and helping visitors reach those
sites in shorter times.

Pharmacists’ allowances
Head of Kuwait Pharmaceutical

Association Waleed Al-Shemmari
announced plans to hold a meeting soon
with the Civil Service Commission
(CSC) to be attended by Health Minister
Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah to discuss
pharmacists’ allowances. Shemmari
stressed that the association’s recent
board meeting discussed forming a spe-
cial committee to inspect private clinics
to make sure all regulations concerning
prescriptions are respected. 

Thundershowers
continue for
second day
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Heavy rains hit Kuwait for the second
straight day yesterday, as veteran astronomer Dr Saleh
Al-Ojairi announced that rain will continue through
November until January 2019, adding that this week’s
thunderstorms are expected to continue through
tomorrow. Fellow meteorologist Abdulaziz Al-Qarawi
said meanwhile that weather throughout Kuwait is fore-
cast to remain unsteady with active dust-triggering
winds along with thundershowers. The current weather
conditions are due to aerial low pressure amid the sea-
sonal Sudan depression, bringing with it humidity-rich
winds, he pointed out.

Teachers’ shortage
The Ministry of Education (MoE) is suffering from a

serious shortage in teaching staff members in various
educational zones as a result of the Civil Service
Commission’s (CSC) new regulations, including banning
the ministry from directly hiring teachers, said a senior
educational source, noting that applications of many
teachers who had passed local interviews were accord-
ingly cancelled, leading to serious shortages in various
subjects. The source added that MoE’s coordination
department is currently working on reviewing various
staff to make sure they are fairly distributed to various
schools by the next school year. In addition, the ministry
will look into applications by Kuwaiti former teachers of
subjects in which citizens are limited, to be recruited
even if they had already received their indemnities, pro-
vided they pass interviews just like new recruits.

Complaints against police
The Ministry of Interior’s (MoI) inspection depart-

ment announced receiving around 750 complaints
filed against security agents over the past 10 months,
said security sources, noting that the complaints
included abuse of power, negligence, violating military
disciplinary laws and inaction. The sources added that
penalties for the abovementioned violations vary
between suspension, 1-2 months in prison and dishon-
orable discharge. 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s meeting yesterday. — KUNA


