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News in brief

Commonwealth recruits

LONDON: Citizens of Commonwealth countries will be able
to join the British armed forces even if they do not live in
Britain, the government said yesterday as it struggles to fill
vacancies. Britain’s junior defense minister Mark Lancaster
said in a statement to parliament that the previous five-year
residency requirement for Commonwealth army recruits has
been removed. “Applications will be accepted from all
Commonwealth countries,” Lancaster said in his statement,
adding that the reform had been introduced “in light of
changes to the size of our armed forces”. Lancaster said that
Commonwealth applicants would have to be aged over 18 -
two years more than the minimum for Britons-so as “to miti-
gate the risks associated with unaccompanied minors travel-
ling to the UK without the guarantee of a job”. —AFP 

Cameroon police arrest 38 

YAOUNDE: Police in Cameroon have arrested 38 support-
ers of opposition leader Maurice Kamto at a rally protest-
ing the result of last month’s presidential election, his party
said Monday. Official results of the October 7 ballot
declared President Paul Biya, who has ruled the West
African country since 1982, the winner with 71 percent of
the vote. Kamto was a distant second with 14 percent. But
Kamto, candidate for the Movement for the Rebirth of
Cameroon (MRC), rejected the result, claiming widespread
fraud. One of seven candidates who had sought to unseat
the 85-year-old Biya, Kamto has been declared an “outlaw”
by the government. A senior MRC official, Emmanuel Simh,
said 38 people were arrested on Sunday during protests in
the western town of Bafoussam. Authorities and witnesses
on Sunday had given a figure of 19 arrests.—AFP 

India nuclear submarine 

NEW DELHI: India said yesterday its first domestically built
nuclear-powered submarine had recently completed a
“deterrence patrol”, giving it the capability to fire nuclear
weapons from land, air and sea in the event of any “misad-
venture” by enemies. With nuclear-armed China to its north
and nuclear-armed Pakistan to its west - both of which India
has fought wars with - India’s nationalist prime minister,
Narendra Modi, said the INS Arihant was a “fitting response
to those who indulge in nuclear blackmail”. He did not elabo-
rate. “Amid an increase in the number of nuclear weapons in
our surroundings, a credible nuclear deterrence is extremely
important for our country’s security,” he told the crew of the
submarine in a speech televised nationwide. “Arihant is an
open warning for the country’s enemies, for the foes of
peace: don’t try any misadventure against India.” —Reuters

Reuters reporters file appeal

YANGON: Lawyers for two Myanmar Reuters journal-
ists filed an appeal yesterday against their seven-year
jail sentence linked to their reporting on the Rohingya
crisis, the news agency said. Wa Lone, 32, and Kyaw Soe
Oo, 28, were found guilty under a state secrets act in
September after exposing the extrajudicial killing of 10
Rohingya men during a brutal military crackdown last
year. The verdict — following what was widely viewed
as a sham trial held to intimidate Myanmar’s nascent
community of journalists - sparked widespread con-
demnation. Reuters president and editor-in-chief
Stephen J Adler said in a statement the ruling ignored
“compelling evidence” that the two reporters had been
framed by the authorities. —AFP

ROME: Devastating floods in Italy that saw an entire
family killed when their home was engulfed in water
triggered a bitter row yesterday over the country’s vast
illegal housing problem. Rains and winds continued to
batter the north while a shell-shocked Sicily prepared
to bury its dead after a week of violent storms which
took over 30 lives. Nine members of a single family,
including children aged one, three and 15, drowned
overnight Saturday after a river burst its banks in the
coastal town of Casteldaccia, submerging their rented
villa in water and mud.

Survivor Giuseppe Giordano, 35, who had left the
house on an errand with one of his children, lost his
wife, two other children, his parents, brother, and sister,
his nephew and the boy’s grandmother. Little Rachele
Giordana’s open coffin was
being watched over by griev-
ing family friends in a church
in Palermo. The one-year old
will be buried along with her
Mickey and Minnie Mouse
toys, local media reported. A
mass funeral for the family
was set to take place in the
city’s cathedral on Tuesday.
Italy’s deputy prime minister
Matteo Salvini, head of the
far-right League, enraged
many by blaming “armchair environmentalism” for the
widespread devastation, which hit the Veneto region
hardest.

After flying over Casteldaccia on Sunday, Sicilian
prosecutor Ambrogio Cartosio described scenes of
“total disaster”. Officials have opened an investigation
to determine whether houses built near the river had
complied with safety norms. In a separate incident in
Sicily, a 44-year-old man was found dead in his car
near Vicari, also in the Palermo region. He had been try-
ing to reach a service station, where he was the manag-
er, to help a colleague trapped there. A 20-year-old
passenger in the car with him is still missing.

‘How many deaths?’ 
Critics pointed instead to the scourge of illegal

housing. The villa in Sicily had been built too close to
the river, violating safety norms, and the owners had
been ordered to demolish it in 2008, but were in the
process of appealing, Casteldaccia’s mayor said. Out of
every 100 new builds in Italy, almost 20 are illegal,
according to the national statistics institute (ISTAT).
While unauthorized construction stands at 6.7 percent
in the north, it rises to 19 percent in central Italy and
shoots up to 47 percent in southern Italy, meaning
almost one in every two houses there are illegal. In the
Campania region, a jaw-dropping 64 percent of build-
ings are thrown up without planning permission. Of the
16,500 or so subject to a demolition order between

2004 and 2018, only 496 were
knocked down.

Casteldaccia’s former may-
or Fabio Spatafora said cash-
strapped councils cannot
afford to deal with the prob-
lem. “If the owner does not
comply with the demolition
order, the council is obliged to
buy the property or knock it
down, but often-as in the case
of Casteldaccia-it doesn’t
have the funds,” he said. He

rubbished the claim that demolitions would leave peo-
ple homeless, saying many of the properties were holi-
day lets. “How many deaths and how many tragedies do
there have to be before we realize that the only real
public works needed in our country are those to make
our territories safe?” said Stefano Ciagani, head of
Italy’s environmentalist lobby Legambiente.

‘Crocodile tears’ 
“We’ve been saying it for 40 years. Houses built on

riverbeds, because in Italy there’s always an amnesty
around the corner.” “Sadly, every tragedy we have to
put up with crocodile tears from those who turned a

blind eye and favored illegal construction,” he said.
Italy’s anti-establishment Five Star party (M5S), which
is governing in a coalition with the far-right League,
pledged during its election campaign to tackle the
deadly problem. It insisted it would not support
amnesties, which are seen by many as simply encourag-
ing illegal building. The centre-left and right parties
that governed Sicily over the past 20 years have sud-
denly “discovered there is illegal housing there,”
quipped M5S head and deputy prime minister Luigi Di
Maio, saying “it makes me laugh”.

But Di Maio has himself been accused of pushing
for a widely-contested amnesty for illegal housing on
the island of Ischia. As the rains continued to fall
across central Italy, Naples mayor Luigi de Magistris
slammed the government for failing to budget for “the
necessary resources to take preventative action”
against future tragedies. “This past week Naples and
many areas of the country have been alarmingly
whipped by an unprecedented storm... as if we had
lived through a weather earthquake with a tsunami on
top,” he said. —Agencies 

‘Total disaster’ as storms kill at least 30

Devastating storms and floods
spotlight Italy’s illegal housing

CASTELDACCIA: Photo shows the flooded river and house where nine people of the same family died
after a small river burst its banks in Casteldaccia near Palermo on the southern Italian island of
Sicily.  —AFP

US midterms: Key 
factors of the poll
WASHINGTON: Immigration, health
care, jobs. The extraordinary US midterm
election has been a tug of war over key
issues, but none has had a more dramatic
impact on voters than Donald Trump, the
man who isn’t even on the ballot. The
Republican president is the omnipresent
figure as Americans render their verdict
Tuesday on the past 21 months of
Trumpism. Democrats hope voter dissat-
isfaction with the contentious commander
in chief will lead to a blue wave that flips
control of the US House out of
Republican hands. Trump’s minions are
counting on enthusiasm about core issues
to trigger strong conservative voter
turnout that preserves their majorities in
Congress. Here are the key factors in the
battle for political control in Washington
and across the country.

Trump, Trump, Trump
He says it himself: Even though Trump

is not on the ballot, he is at the heart of
the 2018 vote. The election near the
halfway mark of a president’s first term is
traditionally a referendum on the White
House occupant. But the billionaire busi-
nessman’s explosive and iconoclastic per-
sonality has taken the trend to a new lev-
el. “A vote for Marsha is really a vote for
me and everything that we stand for,” he
said at an October event for Tennessee’s
Republican Senate nominee Marsha
Blackburn.

Trump’s scorched earth campaign
stops have whipped up conservative fears
about a migrant caravan “invasion,” waves
of crime and a slide towards socialism
should Democrats take congressional
control. Many Democrats are counting on
anti-Trump fervor to drive their base to
the polls, but some advocate ignoring the
politics of personal destruction and zero-
ing in on policy debates. Trump is
“deploying demagoguery to distract and
divide us,” and wielding “fear” to shift
focus away from issues that Americans
truly care about, warned Senate
Democrat Patrick Leahy.

Violence 
The campaign’s final weeks were

marred by the worst anti-Semitic attack
in modern US history, which left 11 dead
in a Pittsburgh synagogue. Days earlier, a
frantic manhunt led to the arrest of a
fanatical Trump supporter on charges of
mailing pipe bombs to prominent Trump
opponents, including former president
Barack Obama. This spasm of violence
fueled a debate about the president’s
caustic rhetoric, and whether it has
played a role in deepening American divi-
sions. Trump condemned the anti-Semitic
attack but was more ambiguous about the
homemade bomb threat. He quickly hit
the road, and in typical Trump fashion
attacked his opponents.

Women
Following the outbreak of the

#MeToo movement denouncing sexual
assault, and the massive women’s
protests against Trump, women voters

and candidates will play critical roles in
the first major election since Trump took
power. And they appear particularly
motivated to vote. Female college gradu-
ates in well-off suburbs are in the spot-
light because many are voicing disgust
with Trump’s aggressive rhetoric, and
their votes could decide tight races in
Democrats’ favor. Also a record number
of women - 200 Democrats and 60
Republicans - are candidates for
Congress, where they currently hold
only about 20 percent of the seats.

Immigration 
Sending thousands of troops to the

US-Mexico border to counter a migrant
“invasion,” questioning the validity of
birthright citizenship, and spreading sto-
ries of scandalous murders by undocu-
mented immigrants: Trump and his
Republicans are making immigration a
closing argument of the campaign. It may
be a logical move. Immigration is a top
concern among Republican voters, and
driving those issue-focused Trump sup-
porters to the polls is key. Adding to the
fear-mongering are Republican-led con-
spiracy theories about Jewish billionaire
philanthropist George Soros helping
finance the caravan of Central American
migrants. —AFP

FLORIDA: Supporters of Florida Democrats attend ‘Latinas en Marcha’ - an elec-
tion rally with Latin American celebrities in Miami, Florida yesterday. —AFP

World leaders to 
mark WWI amid 
warnings about 
nationalism
PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron
on Sunday kicks off a week of commemora-
tions for the 100th anniversary of the end of
World War I, which is set to mix remem-
brance of the past and warnings about the
present surge in nationalism around the
globe. Some 70 to 80 world leaders includ-
ing US President Donald Trump and his
Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin are
preparing to fly to the French capital next
weekend for a ceremony marking a century
since the guns fell silent.

This Sunday, German President Frank-
Walter Steinmeier joined Macron in the bor-
der city of Strasbourg to attend a concert in
the city’s towering Gothic Cathedral cele-
brating the friendship between former
wartime enemies France and Germany. The
40-year-old French leader will next embark
on a week-long tour during which he will
criss-cross war-hit areas in northern and
eastern France and attend individual cere-
monies with the leaders of Germany, Britain
and Mali. The centrist president is expected
to use the international spotlight to issue a

rallying cry against nationalism, having
recently warned that the world risked for-
getting the lessons of the 20th century’s
great conflicts. 

“I am struck by similarities between the
times we live in and those of between the
two world wars,” he told a French newspa-
per last week, adding that nationalism was a
“leprosy” spreading worldwide. Trump, who
has made “America First” his rallying cry, will
be among the leaders gathered for the main
ceremony at the Arc de Triomphe in Paris on
November 11, 100 years to the day since the
armistice. The commemorations at the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier on the Champs-
Elysees avenue will be held under tight
security following a string of deadly jihadist
attacks in France over the past three years.

Macron is to visit Western Front battle-
fields from Verdun to the Somme. Today, in
honor of the “black army” of former colonial
troops who fought alongside the French, he
and Mali’s President Ibrahim Boubacar
Keita will visit Reims, a city defended by the
African soldiers.  Britain’s Prime Minister
Theresa May will join Macron at the
Somme on Friday, while on Saturday he
heads to the village of Rethondes, where the
armistice was signed, with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel.

Peace forum 
War commemorations aside, Macron is

set to use his tour of northern France to visit
areas hit hard by industrial decline, where
far-right leader Marine Le Pen performed

strongly in last year’s presidential election.
“After paying homage to those who died for
their country it will be back to dealing with
social and economic problems,” said Bruno
Cautres of political think-tank CEVIPOF.
The former investment banker - who has
struggled to shake off an image as a “presi-
dent of the rich” - will zip through 17 towns,
holding Wednesday’s weekly cabinet meet-
ing in the Ardennes where the German army
had its headquarters for four years.  

“Each stop will be an opportunity to

speak about the current concerns in those
areas, which are trying to bounce back
from de-industrialization or major changes
in agriculture,” an aide to Macron said last
week. The president, whose approval rat-
ing is languishing in the low 20s, has dis-
missed rumours that he is suffering from
burnout. He sparked rampant speculation
by taking a few days off ahead of the tour,
which aides have insisted were to gather
his energy before an intense week of
diplomacy. —AFP

MORHANGE: French President Emmanuel Macron (left) lays a wreath during a
ceremony in tribute to the French soldiers killed in August 1914 during border
battles at the monument in Morhange, eastern France. —AFP 

9 members of 
a family drown


