
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Tuesday, November 6, 2018

9

Israel sees desalination as 
the Sea of Galilee’s savior

From pilgrims to geopolitics, lake’s evaporation a threat
DEGANIA DAM: Some 2,000 years ago, Jesus walked
across the Sea of Galilee, according to the Bible. Today,
that doesn’t require a miracle. Long periods of drought
and over-pumping have brought the lake low. A reedy
island has materialized at its southern edge, and will soon
be a peninsula. Holiday-makers and fishermen teeter over
expanding boggy beaches to reach the waterline.

The depletion imperils Israel’s biggest reservoir, starv-
ing the River Jordan and Dead Sea. It also diminishes a
landmark that rivals Jerusalem as a major draw for
Christian pilgrims. Israel sees a solution in desalination, in
which it is a world leader. It plans to double the amount of
Mediterranean seawater it processes and pipe half of it 75
kilometers to the Galilee. “We are doing this in order to
save our nature, to fight global warming, to prevent the
effect, the devastating effect, of global warming on the Sea
of Galilee, and also to create a very significant water stor-
age for the State of Israel,” Energy Minister Yuval Steinitz,

who holds the cabinet water portfolio, told Reuters.
Noting the lake’s significance to Christians given the

Gospel accounts of Jesus’ miracle-working there, Steinitz
joked: “If he is coming back, we will make sure that he will

have to make a real effort to walk on the water once
more.” Environmentalists welcome the move. Last full in
2004, the Galilee has dropped six meters (18 feet). It may
be just weeks away from hitting a “black line” - 214.87
meters below global sea level - where it risk permanent
contamination and pressure change from sediment. Israelis
hope winter rains will hold that off until the first desalinat-
ed water is piped in, next year.

Pressure
Preserving the lake would free Israel to offer Jordan

more water under a 1994 peace treaty. “If there is irre-
versible damage done to the Sea of Galilee, to the Jordan, to
this whole ecosystem, Israel’s enemies could use it against
her,” said David Parsons, vice president of the International
Christian Embassy in Jerusalem, which oversees evangelical
outreach to Israel. “It could also affect Christian tourism to
the land. It’s very good to see Israel taking responsible

steps now to address this, finally.” Israel’s plan provides for
piping in 120 million cubic meters annually. Steinitz hopes to
see that almost tripled in a cabinet vote next month. Such
capacity, he said, would replenish the Galilee by 2026. He
predicted a small bump to consumers’ water tariffs, to help
defray the $622 million infrastructure cost.

Still, with a national election due in 2019 and an unusu-
ally wet winter looming, some worry the Galilee could be
again neglected. “The vulnerability of this program is that
the Water Authority has to continue to commit to maxi-
mizing desalination production,” said Gidon Bromberg,
Israel director for the environmental group
EcoPeace/Friends of the Earth Middle East. “And that is a
commitment that could change every year.” The authority’s
director, Giora Shaham, sounded reassuring. “We need this
water, not only for us but also for the Jordanians, because
they are in very, very tough conditions now from the water
problem point of view,” he said. — Reuters
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BEIJING: China’s first “cyber-dissident” Huang Qi is in
danger of dying under police custody if he does not
receive medical treatment for a host of severe health
conditions, human rights groups warned yesterday.
Huang, 55, who was arrested in 2016 for “leaking state
secrets”, is currently being held in Mianyang Detention
Centre in southwestern Sichuan province, according to
his mother. Huang ran a website called “64 Tianwang”,
named after the bloody June 4, 1989 crackdown on
Tiananmen Square pro-democracy protesters.

The website, which has reported on local corrup-
tion cases, police brutality, and other topics rarely seen
in ordinary Chinese media, is blocked in mainland
China. According to human rights organizations, Huang
suffers from chronic kidney disease, hydrocephalus or
accumulation of fluid in the brain, and heart disease.
“Huang Qi’s current condition is extremely urgent,” his
85-year-old mother, Pu Wenqing, who travelled to
Beijing in October to make a case for her son said. 

“I don’t want my son to die in prison. I hope the
authorities will let him receive medical treatment,” she
said, adding that he has been denied medical bail
despite multiple pleas. Fourteen non-profit organiza-
tions, including Amnesty International, Human Rights
Watch, and Freedom House, released a statement call-
ing for Huang’s immediate release. Citing Huang’s
lawyer, the organizations said that the Chinese dissi-
dent is not receiving adequate medical care in deten-
tion, and his condition is so dire that there is an “imme-
diate threat to his life”. “His health condition is not very
good. He has high blood pressure,” Liu Zhengqing,
Huang’s lawyer, told AFP, declining to speak further. 

According to Pu, her son has a blood pressure of
221/147 mmHg-well above the normal range of 140/90
mmHg. “The Chinese government must immediately and
unconditionally release Huang, who has been detained
solely for the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom
of expression, and end its policy of denying prompt
medical treatment to prisoners of conscience, which is a
form of torture,” the statement said. Mianyang
Detention Centre’s deputy director declined to com-
ment. Huang’s work has repeatedly drawn the ire of
Chinese authorities. In 2009, Huang was sentenced to
three years in prison after campaigning for parents of
children killed in the 2008 Sichuan earthquake, which
left nearly 87,000 people dead or missing. — AFP
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‘Life goes on’:
Long road for
Typhoon 
Haiyan survivors
TACLOBAN: The Philippines’ catastrophic
Super Typhoon Haiyan stole almost every-
thing from Juvilyn Luana and Joel Aradana
- their spouses, children and homes - but in
each other they found love and the strength
to start a new family. “No matter how many
storms hit us, we are still hopeful because
life goes on,” Luana told AFP, cradling the
couple’s one-year-old baby boy. “It’s hard
to lose hope because there are many things
we are looking forward to.”

The pair were among the survivors AFP
interviewed after the storm, and has now
followed up on for the fifth anniversary of
the deadliest recorded typhoon to hit the
disaster-prone country. For those who sur-
vived the storm, the intervening years have
been filled with painful steps forward, but
also, a determination to not give up despite
overwhelming challenges. For Luana, the
news that her husband of 13 years and six
children were killed in the November 8,
2013 disaster pushed her to the brink of
suicide. In 2014, she told AFP that the only
reason she did not do it was because she
could not find anything tall enough from
which to hang herself with a rope scav-
enged from the rubble.

But then she met Aradana, who lost his
wife and two of his five children, at a
cash-for-work program for survivors and
slowly began to heal. Yet every day
remains a struggle. The storm wiped out
communities and left a million families
homeless in the central Phil ippines,
including worst-hit Tacloban city, already
among the nation’s poorest. 

Aradana is a construction worker earn-
ing less than $10 a day while Luana looks
after their children. They live in housing
built by a charity group away from their
homes in the danger zone, but near a foul-
smelling garbage dump where they strug-
gle to get clean drinking water.

‘Moderate blessings’ 
Another survivor, 46-year-old Elsie

Indic, was photographed by AFP as part of

a procession thanking God for sparing the
lives of the people in their village Opong.
The image won the Spot News category in
the prestigious World Press Photo Awards,
and was named by Time magazine as one
of the top images of 2013.

Though she, her husband and four chil-
dren managed to escape the deadly storm
surge, they are confronted daily by the
struggle to make a living. Since her hus-
band suffered a stroke in 2016 he has not
been able to work, which means she and
the children - now in their teens and 20s -
need to all pitch in their meagre earnings to
survive. Indic puts all of her hope in her
children, praying every morning before she
gets out of bed that they will finish univer-
sity and find good jobs. “I don’t ask for
wealth. I ask for moderate blessings,” she
said. “I pray that he give them (her children)
a better life. That’s all I’m asking God.”

Hope for the future
Emelie Ortega, 26, has also put her

hopes in her offspring. Her oldest child was
born days after the storm on a debris-
strewn floor of Tacloban’s destroyed airport
building, in a moment captured by AFP and
other media. Baby Bea is about to turn five
and now has a one-year-old brother.  Yet
Ortega said the only way to provide for her
children is to leave them with her husband
and take a job in Saudi Arabia as a domes-
tic worker, like scores of other poor
Filipinas. It leaves her worried over who will
defend her daughter from a nasty nick-
name. “My daughter gets mad when people
call her Yolanda,” Ortega said, referring to
Haiyan’s local name. “I tell them not to do
that because Yolanda was cruel.” — AFP 

TACLOBAN: Combo photo shows a file photo taken on November 10, 2013 of typhoon
Haiyan survivors queuing up to receive relief goods being distributed at the Tacloban air-
port in Tacloban on the eastern island of Leyte (top) and a general view of the terminal
building at the airport in Tacloban City on November 1, 2018. — AFP 

Taleban horse-trade 
for body of Afghan
police chief’s killer
HEART: The Taleban is demanding the body of an assassin who
shot dead a powerful Afghan police chief, in return for the
remains of 13 people killed in an army helicopter crash in terri-
tory controlled by the militants. Tribal elders in the restive west-
ern province of Farah bordering Iran have been handling negoti-

ations for the exchange of bodies for nearly a week. So far only
12 of the 25 people killed in the helicopter accident in Taleban-
controlled Anar Dara district on October 31 have been given to
Afghan authorities. Officials blamed bad weather for the crash,
but the Taleban claimed its fighters brought down the aircraft. 

“We want to hand over the bodies from the helicopter crash to
their respective families via the International Committee for the
Red Cross, but on condition that the enemy hand over the body
of martyred fighter Zabihullah Abu Dajana, who killed Commander
Abdul Raziq, to his family,” Taleban spokesman Qari Yousuf
Ahmadi said in WhatsApp message. Among the bodies returned
were those of provincial councilor Jamila Amini, civilians and busi-
nessmen, Farah governor spokesman Nasir Mehri said. “No military
officials have been recovered yet,” Mehri said.  — AFP


