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This photo shows David MacMillan, an expert from SparrowHawk Far East compa-
ny, operating the ground-penetrating radar machine while students look on during
a search for mass graves at a school compound in Prey Veng province.

Cambodian students clear the site before experts using ground-penetrating radar
machine search for mass graves at a school compound in Prey Veng province.

This picture shows experts from SparrowHawk Far East company with two teach-
ers praying by the spirit house before the search for mass graves at a school com-
pound in Prey Veng province. — AFP photos

Aman walks gingerly over a small field in rural
Cambodia, pushing a lawnmower-like contrap-
tion that deploys ground-penetrating radar to

unearth clues of mass graves. The pilot project is twin-
ning technology and fieldwork to locate remains of vic-
tims of the Khmer Rouge, the ultra-Maoist regime
whose quest to build an agrarian utopia from 1975-
1979 left an estimated two million Cambodians dead.

Hacked to death, starved, overworked or ravaged by
illness, their bodies were dumped in hastily dug pits all
over the country. They were thrown in rice paddies,
down caves and on the grounds of Buddhist monaster-
ies. Many of the “Killing Fields” have been logged, pro-
viding experts with an estimate of 20,000 mass graves-
which is defined as a pit containing four or more bod-
ies-throughout the country. But researchers are now
turning to radar to uncover more details on the existing
sites-such as how many bodies they might contain-and
find new ones.

“This is the first time ever that we have used high-
end technology in Cambodia to locate mass graves cre-
ated by the Khmer Rouge,” said Pheng Pong-Rasy from
the Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-Cam),

which is overseeing the effort. He added that DC-Cam
decided to start the new search in the eastern province
of Prey Veng, where the Khmer Rouge’s revolutionary
movement had some of its early gains. “The children
must know their own history, what happened in their
location,” he said.

‘How many victims’
They began in late October next to buildings at

Mesang High School-specifically plots close to some
concrete toilets and an outdoor cafeteria. The area was
once a worship site but the Khmer Rouge converted it
into a place for executions. After the regime fell a
school was built nearby. Students and residents helped
clear the overgrown area and operators from
SparrowHawk Far East, a new Phnom Penh-based com-
pany tapped to test out the idea, walked over it sending
radar signals below that can later be developed into
three-dimensional images.

“When there is an object underground or the
ground has been disturbed before, if there was a hole
dug, it will give off a different signature,” managing
director Michael Henshaw told AFP. “It’s good for find-

ing underground utilities like water pipes and electric
pipes, it’s good for archeology to find old structures
underground,” he said. “But it’s also been used to find
mass graves.” Khmer Rouge researchers have since the
1990s relied mainly on meticulous interviews with the
regime’s victims and perpetrators to pinpoint the loca-
tions of mass graves.

Elsewhere radar has helped locate indigenous burial
sites-graves from the Spanish Civil War in 1936-1939
and victims of the 1990s conflict in Bosnia. In
September, it also aided in the discovery of at least 166
bodies in the Mexican state of Veracruz, a territory
plagued by drug cartels. Henshaw said the results can
bring about a greater understanding of what happened
in Cambodia. “We can try to put a better number on
how many victims there actually were,” he said.

Died without justice
As curious students look on, Henshaw examines pre-

liminary results on a screen while the sun, interrupted
by the occasional rainshower, beats down. He points to
what he calls “anomalies”, which look like small ridges
next to each other, possibly signifying decomposed

remains. “But this definitely tells you that there is some-
thing under the ground, and there’s a lot of it.” 

SparrowHawk is plugging the data into special soft-
ware and preparing a full report on their findings, and
DC-CAM will then make a decision on how far to repli-
cate the study. No matter the results from Prey Veng
there will be no excavations and reburials. In keeping
with local tradition, the remains will not be disturbed
and will stay where they are. “They already died with-
out justice, so if we dig up graves, it will destroy their
souls,” Pong-Rasy said. “We just want to know how
many bodies are in the graves.” 

DC-Cam maintains a database of mass graves previ-
ously discovered and it has provided information on
sites to a war crimes tribunal that has convicted two
top Khmer Rouge officials and a chief jailer. But Youk
Chhang, DC-Cam’s director, said the picture is still
incomplete. “Crimes do not end at a tribunal,” he told
AFP, adding that a better future for Cambodia required
“understanding the horrors” of its past. “We should not
stop searching for the answers”.—AFP 

Hidden history: Radar probes mass graves from Khmer Rouge era

In liberal Washington, 
dating leaves 
conservatives with
much to desire
Dante Bucci is a 22-year-old marketing student who

lives in one of Washington’s most hip neighbor-
hoods. The New Jersey native is clean cut, well

dressed and well spoken. But as a Republican in one of the
most liberal cities in America, his political views are kryp-
tonite in the US capital’s dating world, where he frequently
finds himself attracted to Democrats. “A lot of first dates.
Not a lot of second dates,” Bucci says of his love life these
days. “I think Donald Trump has a lot to do with that.”

In the 2016 presidential election, Trump earned... four
percent of the vote in the District of Columbia.  It’s not
exactly great math for a young, single conservative man
who backed the real estate mogul. And with November’s
key midterm vote stoking political tensions, Republicans
like Bucci are finding that romance is all but dead. “They
want to date someone that they can agree with on some
issues,” laments Bucci, who supports abortion rights and
gay marriage and calls himself a moderate Republican.
“‘I’m a Republican but...’-I’ve started so many sentences
that way.”

Website for Trump lovers 
Enter: DonaldDaters.com, a website connecting those

who support the Republican president.  Its slogan?
“Make America Date Again,” of course. “I felt a real need
for this app,” said Emily Moreno, a 25-year-old
Republican who founded the site after speaking to many
of her friends. Moreno said that many people in
Washington said if they mentioned working for Trump or
Republican causes to a potential love match, “the date is
shut down-it’s a deal-breaker.”

Four days after launching the site in mid-October,
Moreno said the app had been downloaded 20,000 times.
One senior adviser for a Republican member of Congress
tried the app because he has found dating as a gay Trump
supporter a particular challenge. “The gay guys in DC are
really close-minded,” the 31-year-old who wished to
remain anonymous told AFP, calling himself “a minority
within a minority within the minority.” He noted that the
dislike goes both ways.

“If someone was super into Hillary Clinton, I would
be turned off by that,” he explained. On other widely
used dating apps like Tinder or Bumble, Bucci said he
found nothing but landmines. According to a sample of
several dozen Tinder profiles consulted by AFP, many
women urged Republicans guys to swipe left-meaning
to pass them by.

The Spanish Inquisition   
Kendall, 23, is one of those women. “Allergic to bees

and Republicans” reads the bio on her Tinder profile.
“They don’t respect my autonomy. They don’t respect
women. They voted for a person who openly bragged
about sexually assaulting women so no,” she told AFP
when asked why she was ruling out the men of the GOP.
Bucci says that so many of his first dates go off the rails
with the first question: “Did you vote for Donald Trump?”

When he says yes, he gets all kinds of responses, not
all of them pleasant.

“Sometimes they probe me into why I voted Trump, as
if it’s a murder and I’m on trial,” he said, adding that his
friends are having similar experiences. “It really is tiring.”
“Sometimes, it’s ‘Whoa, I thought you were better than
that.’ Other times, it’s ‘You seemed like a nice person.’”
One of Bucci’s friends even had a drink thrown in his face.

Not a normal city
As a result of the difficult dating scene, Bucci-who

works for a high-profile conservative organization while
pursuing his studies-is considering leaving Washington for
good.  He says his lackluster love life is about 20 percent
of his reason for wanting to go. “This is not a normal city,”
he says. “You can’t even go for a drink without talking
about the Supreme Court or the deficit.” Moreno, who
grew up in Ohio but lives in Washington, says whenever
you meet someone in the US capital, you get asked two
things: “Where are you from and where do you work?”

While Moreno is now seeing someone, she said her
past dating life left something to be desired. “When you
say, ‘Yes, I voted for Trump,’ you don’t get past” the first
date, she said. “I lost friends over the 2016 election.” For
Bucci, the polarization of America has basically transferred
to the dating pool. “We are in a society where you can
only date or be with people that think like you,” he said.
The only other option is one he says his friends have used:
lie about who they voted for.—AFP 

Dante Bucci, a 22-year-old marketing student from New
Jersey, who has lived in Washington DC for 5 years, gives
an interview to AFP on the difficulties of dating in
Washington, DC. — AFP photos

A person looks at DonaldDaters, a new dating phone app, in
Los Angeles.

PHOTO FEATURE
Visitors browse at a bookstore decorated with mir-
rors and backlit shelves to attract customers in
Guiyang in China’s southwestern Guizhou province.
— AFP photos


