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relentless in exerting pressure on the regime,”
Pompeo said. He said the sanctions - which took effect
on the 39th anniversary of Iranian zealots’ seizure of
the US embassy following the ouster of the pro-US
shah - intended to “starve the Iranian regime of the
funds it uses to fund violent activity throughout the
Middle East and around the world”.

UN inspectors say Iran is abiding by an agreement
reached with Trump’s predecessor Barack Obama to
draw down its nuclear program. That deal was backed
by European powers, Russia and China and sealed by a
UN Security Council resolution. “I announce that we
will proudly bypass your illegal, unjust sanctions
because it’s against international regulations,” Iran’s
President Hassan Rouhani said in a televised speech as
the sanctions took effect. “We are in a situation of eco-
nomic war, confronting a bullying power. I don’t think
that in the history of America, someone has entered the
White House who is so against law and international
conventions,” he added.

In one of Tehran’s bazaars, there was anxiety over
the future. “The shadow of the sanctions has already
affected the economy in a disastrous way, people’s pur-
chasing power has plunged,” said Ehsan Attar in his
herbal remedy shop. Rouhani said four countries had
approached him during his visit to New York for the
UN General Assembly in September, offering to medi-
ate with the US but he turned them down. “There is no
need for mediation. There is no need for all these mes-
sages. Act on your commitments, and we will sit and
talk,” he said.

But Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, in an
interview published yesterday with USA Today, said
Iran would consider fresh diplomacy if there were a
“different approach” by Washington. The latest tranche
of US sanctions aims to significantly cut Iran’s oil
exports - which have already fallen by up to one million
barrels a day since May - and cut off its banks from
international finance. The Belgian-based SWIFT bank-
ing network, the backbone for international monetary
transfers, said yesterday it had suspended several
Iranian banks from its service.

The International Monetary Fund forecasts that US
sanctions will cause Iran’s economy to contract 1.5 per-
cent this year and 3.6 percent next year - pain that
Trump has boasted about as he touts his record ahead
of today’s congressional elections. Iran’s economy was
already suffering major structural problems - including
widespread corruption, weak investment and a banking
sector laden with toxic assets - before Trump walked
out of the deal. Rouhani’s plan since his election in 2013
was to boost the economy by rebuilding ties with the
world and attracting billions of dollars in foreign invest-
ment - a strategy that now looks in tatters.

The United States issued eight waivers to its ban on
buying Iranian oil - to China, India, Italy, Greece, Japan,
South Korea, Taiwan and Turkey. Pompeo said that the
eight had demonstrated that they were reducing pur-
chases of Iranian oil and that the United States recog-
nized special circumstances, as well as the need not to
disrupt energy markets. One notable exemption was
Iraq. Had it been granted a waiver, analysts say it would
have been easier for Iran to mix its crude with produc-
tion from its neighbor to sell on international markets.

The other parties to the nuclear deal - Britain, France,
Germany, China and Russia - have vehemently opposed
the US move and vowed to keep alive the accord, tech-
nically known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA). “We will do everything necessary in the inter-
ests of preserving and expanding international trade,
economic and financial cooperation with Iran despite
US sanctions,” said Russia’s foreign ministry.

The only support for the US position has come from
Iran’s regional rivals, notably Saudi Arabia and Israel,
whose prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, hailed the
start of sanctions as “a historic day” Foreign companies
and banks are largely unwilling to make enemies of the
US Treasury, and most international firms that set up in
Iran after the 2015 deal have been forced to leave,
including France’s Total, Peugeot and Renault, and
Germany’s Siemens.

“Unfortunately, we were treated dishonorably by
both the American and Iranian governments,” said
Fereshteh Safarnezhad, a 43-year-old teacher, on the
streets of Tehran. “The Americans never really commit-
ted to the deal and the Iranian government did not
spend the cash it got from the deal on the people.” The
Iranian military launched two days of air defense drills
yesterday across northern Iran, and state TV aired
footage of surface-to-air missiles and air defense sys-
tems. Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards Corps are
among the forces participating. —  Agencies  
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But in a hard-driving series of rallies around the
country Trump has put himself at the center of every
issue. With a characteristic mix of folksiness, bombast
and sometimes cruel humor, he says voters must choose
between his stewardship of a booming economy and
strong focus on security and what he claims would be
the Democrats’ hard-left policies. The bid to make it all
about Trump is a gamble, as is his shift from touting
economic successes to a bitter - critics say racist - nar-
rative claiming that the country is under attack from
illegal immigration.

In the run-up to today’s vote Trump has sent thou-
sands of soldiers to the Mexican border, suggested that
illegal immigrants who throw stones could be shot, and
tried to persuade Americans that the Democrats would
turn the country into a crime-and-drugs black hole.
“They want to impose socialism on our country. And
they want to erase America’s borders,” Trump told a
raucous rally in Chattanooga, Tennessee late Sunday.
That worked for Trump in his own shock 2016 election
victory but has turned off swaths of Americans, giving
Democrats confidence that they could capture at least
the lower house of Congress.

According to polls, the Republicans are comfortably
on track to retain the Senate. But with polls often too
close for comfort and turnout being the crucial
unknown factor, both parties are braced for potential
surprises. In traditionally Republican Texas, popular
Democrat Beto O’Rourke is trying to dethrone Senator
Ted Cruz, while Republican Pete Stauber might flip a
House Democratic stronghold in Minnesota. In Florida
and Georgia, Democrats are aiming to become the
states’ first African American governors.

The Democrats rolled out their biggest gun in the
final days of the campaign: Former president Barack
Obama, who on Sunday made a last-ditch appeal for an
endangered Senate Democrat in Indiana. Laying into
the tangled legal scandals enveloping the Trump admin-
istration - especially the possible collusion between his
presidential campaign and Russian operatives - Obama

scoffed: “They’ve racked up enough indictments to fill a
football team.” And describing the election as even
more consequential than his own historic 2008 victory
as the first non-white president, Obama said more than
politics is at stake. “The character of our country’s on
the ballot,” he said.

The party of a first-term president tends to lose
congressional seats in his first midterm. But a healthy
economy favors the incumbent, so Trump may yet defy
the historical pattern. A new Washington Post-ABC
News poll suggested that while Democrats retain an
edge in the House, Republicans could take advantage of
rosy economic news and the focus on border security.
It found registered voters preferred Democratic candi-
dates for the House over Republicans by 50 percent to
43 percent, but that was down from a 14-point advan-
tage in August. A second poll, by NBC and The Wall
Street Journal, also showed Democrats holding the
same seven-point advantage.

In what could be a warning for Republicans, the
NBC poll reported college-educated white women -
the so-called suburban moms - favor Democrats by a
substantial 61 percent to 33 percent. In the end, polls
mean nothing if people don’t actually vote, so even
stormy weather forecast for today in much of the east
of the country could end up having an impact. “It’s all
about turnout,” Democratic Senator Chris Van Hollen
told Fox News Sunday.

Perhaps the biggest wild card is how voters will
react to the increasingly extreme rhetoric and political-
ly inspired violence in the last two weeks of the cam-
paign. Trump has repeatedly ratcheted up his warnings
about Democrats wanting to encourage the immigra-
tion of violent criminals and rapists. In speeches, he has
transformed a dwindling group of a few thousand
impoverished Central Americans trying to walk to the
United States - though still hundreds of miles away -
into a ferocious threat. “We’re not letting these people
invade our country,” Trump says.

This may work with Trump’s ultra-loyal base.
However, misgivings rose over the president’s rhetoric
after a Florida man and ardent Trump supporter was
charged with sending homemade bombs to more than a
dozen senior Democrats and other high profile oppo-
nents. Just after, a man allegedly inspired by Trump’s
anti-immigrant stance walked into a Pittsburgh syna-
gogue and shot 11 worshippers dead. — AFP 
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But since Ramadi was retaken by Iraqi authorities in
2016, reconstruction, new housing and commercial
projects have sprung up, attracting entrepreneurs from
across Iraq. Louai Rafe, an Iraqi businessman, was hap-
py to have found Rose Plaza. He thought he could finish
some administrative work in Anbar and return the same
day to the capital Baghdad, 100 km away. But the work
took longer than he expected and he decided to book
into the new hotel. “Whenever I came here, I used to
sleep at a friend’s house, and I was embarrassed to
bother him again,” said Rafe. “This hotel is really wel-
come, it makes everyone’s life easier.”

But in Anbar, life is governed by the region’s tribes and
their ancestral customs. A sense of hospitality is para-
mount, with any outsiders being invited to eat a hearty
meal and stay overnight in a resident’s home. Houses are
even built with such a welcome in mind, as the diwaniya

or reception hall must be the largest and most impressive
room. This remains true even if it means cutting down on
space for the family. The only previous attempt to open a
hotel in Ramadi was a failure, evident from the unfinished
and abandoned building in the city center. 

The Turkish firm behind the hotel was forced to
abandon the project in 2014, when IS overran the city.
Residents jest that even the militants stayed away from
the building. But some Anbar residents are keen to take
advantage of the new hotel, such as 28-year-old
Mohammed Ahmed who has reserved a room for his
honeymoon. “I didn’t have anywhere to go and the hotel
is a good alternative,” said Ahmed, his beard neatly
trimmed and wearing a crisp white shirt. The owner
also aims to attract business clients, holding out hope
to welcome delegates for reconstruction conferences
and summits on Iraq’s post-IS future.

But for some residents, the arrival of the hotel
remains a threat to the region’s customs. “These hotels
never existed in the traditions of our fathers and our
grandfathers,” said Sheikh Ibrahim Khalil Al-Hamed, a
52-year-old tribal dignitary. Hamed, wearing a white
bedouin scarf and black robe, said the tribes have
always been known for welcoming visitors. “These
hotels destroy our reputation,” he said. — AFP 

Iraqi hotel a
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SEIBERSDORF, Austria: As US President Donald
Trump re-imposes sweeping sanctions on Iran yester-
day, all eyes are again on the precarious future of a
landmark international deal meant to curb Tehran’s
nuclear program. One place that could feel the ramifi-
cations of Trump’s decision is an unassuming lab com-
plex near the Austrian town of Seibersdorf - at first
sight a world away from geopolitical maneuvering
over Tehran’s nuclear program. 

But the site houses the International Atomic Energy
Agency’s laboratories, which are key to verifying
Iran’s compliance with the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), signed in 2015 between Iran and
world powers. It’s in these labs that the IAEA’s scien-
tists carry out their painstaking work of analysing the
samples collected by their inspectors in the field. 

There are two main sets of laboratories: One for
testing declared nuclear materials and another to
process “environmental” samples designed to pick up
clues to possible undeclared nuclear activity. For the
former, samples are taken from containers of nuclear
material up to hundreds of kilograms in weight. “By
the time we go to the measurement lab, they’ll be
measuring millionths of a gram,” explains Steve
Balsley, head of the Nuclear Materials Laboratory.

The nuclear materials lab deals with around 500
samples a year but has the capacity to handle much
more than that at busier periods. The second main
type of testing is “environmental” sampling, which
consists of intricate analysis of “swipes” resembling
small square cloths. This gives clues as to the kinds of
nuclear activities that have been carried out at a given
location. The analysis can for example tease out traces
of different sorts of uranium detected at a site, to see
if isotopes are present which suggest enrichment
activity over and above what a country has declared.

Such work could be key to verifying a deal like the
JCPOA, where limits on enrichment activity are central to
ensuring the absence of a military nuclear program.
However, to avoid bias, samples are given random num-

bers so that scientists don’t know where they come from.

Painstaking process 
For both kinds of analysis, spikes in workload can

occur when inspectors gain access to a facility and
need to establish a “baseline” of information about
activity at that site. Such intensive work would proba-
bly be necessary if the IAEA were to play a role in
verifying any future deal on North Korea’s nuclear
program, as so much time has elapsed since its
inspectors were expelled from the country in 2009.
Depending on how much detail is needed in the result,
a single “swipe” can take weeks to analyze and cost
several thousand euros in labor and chemicals. 

The machines used for the most detailed work -
able for example to analyze a particle of plutonium 50
times smaller than the diameter of a human hair - cost
several million euros. Moreover, there is only a limited
pool of staff worldwide who would have the required
knowledge to operate them, meaning vacancies are
not always easy to fill. 

Stephan Vogt, head of the Environmental Sample
Laboratory, says that given the scientists work from
such tiny amounts of source material, “we spend about
60-70 percent of our time not doing anything else
than engaging in quality assurance and quality con-
trol, just to make sure the numbers we produce are
defendable”. But he is confident that the painstaking
processes will always pick up nuclear activity. “Any
nuclear process you pursue will leave traces in the
environment of the materials that you have handled
inside the facility,” he says. 

The environmental sampling lab frequently runs at
capacity but the IAEA can also call on a network of
partners in several other countries to which it can
send samples for analysis. But no matter how impres-
sive the facilities and manpower that the IAEA has as
its disposal, when it comes to the survival of an agree-
ment like the JCPOA, the technical results will ulti-
mately matter less than the politics. — AFP 
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SEIBERSDORF, Austria: A scientist works at the laboratories of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in
this June 8, 2018 photo. — AFP 

BANGKOK: Thousands of farmers and indige-
nous people are being pushed from their homes
and losing their livelihoods as India races to build
massive statues to lure tourists and appease vot-
ers, campaigners said. In a ceremony featuring
fireworks and f ighter jets, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi last week inaugurated the world’s
tallest statue, of independence hero Vallabhbhai
Patel, which towers nearly twice the height of New
York’s Statue of Liberty.

The 182-m steel and bronze “Statue of Unity”
was built on the Narmada river in Modi’s home state
of Gujarat at a cost of about $400 million. Residents
of nearby villages handed a petition to state officials
yesterday demanding a halt to further development
at the site, according to Rohit Prajapati, an activist
who said they are also considering legal action.
“This should be a memorial of violence and viola-
tion, to sensitize us to the impact on farmers and
indigenous people,” he told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.

Hundreds of indigenous activists and farmers
have held protests at the site in the town of Kevadia,
saying the statue is a wasteful extravagance in the
midst of poverty, and that those displaced did not

receive enough compensation. “This land, river, for-
est that your avatar is going to stand on, belongs to
Adivasis,” activist Medha Patkar wrote in a symbolic
letter to Patel, who died in 1950, referring to indige-
nous people. “They are being cheated and evicted
out of their land for tourism,” she said in the letter
published in several newspapers.

The Gujarat government said 185 families were
relocated, and that they had received adequate
compensation. The statue is located just a few
miles downstream from the Sardar Sarovar Dam,
which has been mired in controversy since it was
conceived in the 1960s, with protracted battles
over water sharing, evictions and compensation.
The dam has displaced 320,000 people and dis-
rupted the lives of tens of thousands more, accord-
ing to rights group Narmada Bachao Andolan
(Save Narmada Campaign).

Thousands have still not been compensated, it
has said. “These are people who are already suffer-
ing from the dam’s impact, and now they will suffer
even more because of the statue. How is this a pub-
lic purpose?” said Prajapati, referring to the condi-
tion under which the state acquires private land. As
India builds increasingly ambitious projects, ana-
lysts say the definition of what constitutes public
purpose needs revisiting.

Meanwhile, work is due to begin on a bigger
statue of a Hindu king off the coast of Mumbai,
which fishermen say will disrupt their catch and
affect their livelihood. The 212-metre tall memorial
of Shivaji is scheduled to be unveiled in two years.
The chief minister of Uttar Pradesh state is expect-
ed to announce this week plans for another tall stat-
ue - of the Hindu god Ram.  — Reuters 
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