
PARIS: Novak Djokovic’s return to the world number
one spot, just five months after slumping to his lowest
ranking in 12 years, leaves little doubt that he is one of
the sport’s greats. The Serb is back on the top of the
pile for the first time in two years, at the end of a roller-
coaster season for the 14-time major winner.

Djokovic, 31, underwent elbow surgery in January
and slipped to 22nd in the world after a depressing
quarter-final exit at Roland Garros in June, which left
him briefly threatening to skip Wimbledon. But he
regrouped, romped to a fourth Wimbledon title the fol-
lowing month, a 32nd Masters in Cincinnati and then a
third triumph at the US Open in September.

Despite his loss in the final of the Paris Masters to
Karen Khachanov on Sunday-which ended a 22-
match win streak-his record since the start of
Wimbledon stands at 31-2. “Reflecting on what I’ve
been through in the last year, it’s quite a phenomenal
achievement,” said Djokovic, who has knocked Rafael
Nadal from the world top spot. “I’m very, very happy
and proud about it. Five months ago, it was highly
improbable considering my ranking and the way I
played and felt on the court.”

‘HE HAS EVERYTHING’ 
Djokovic is now just three behind Nadal’s total of 17

Grand Slams and six shy of Roger Federer’s record of
20. But he has time on his side-Federer has already cel-
ebrated his 37th birthday while injury-plagued Nadal is
32. Furthermore, Djokovic enjoys a lifetime 25-22
record over Federer and 27-25 against Nadal. “Novak
has everything to make records in this sport,” said
Argentina’s Juan Martin del Potro after losing to
Djokovic in the US Open final. Djokovic’s ability to
thrive amongst the greats has never been in doubt, but
the size of his heart often led to questions in his early

days. At Wimbledon in 2007, he retired with a back
injury in the third set of his semi-final against Nadal. He
also quit at the 2006 and 2007 French Opens at the
third round and quarter-final stages respectively, while
at the 2009 Australian Open, where he was defending
champion, he pulled out of his quarter-final with Andy
Roddick citing heat exhaustion.

But nobody could question his courage at the 2012
Australian Open, when he beat Nadal in the longest
Grand Slam final of all time, a draining 5hr 53min epic.
Djokovic captured the first of his majors in Melbourne
in 2008, but it was three years before he added his sec-
ond. After leading Serbia to a maiden Davis Cup in
2010, he raced through the first half of 2011, building up
a 48-1 winning run. Only a semi-final defeat at the
French Open prevented him from becoming just the
third man to capture a calendar Grand Slam. He finished
2011 with a 70-6 win-loss record, a haul of 10 tourna-
ment victories and the year-end number one spot for
the first time.

PEOPLE’S CHAMPION? 
Back-to-back Australian Opens followed in 2012 and

2013, although three heart-breaking final defeats kept
the French Open frustratingly out of reach until 2016,
when his breakthrough win at Roland Garros allowed
him to complete his career Slam.

In Paris that year, he also became the first player to
break through the $100 million (87.8 million euro) prize
money barrier. Djokovic has also not been afraid to take
chances and innovate his game, bringing in Boris
Becker as part of his coaching team for the start of the
2014 season, although he has since reunited with long-
time mentor Marian Vajda.

Off court, Djokovic married long-time girlfriend
Jelena Ristic in July 2014. They have two children, a son

Stefan and daughter Tara. However, despite his
achievements, Djokovic appears doomed never to be
held in the same warm esteem as Federer and Nadal.

There are those who see something a little more cal-
culating in the Djokovic make-up. He was castigated
during the 2015 French Open semi-finals for taking an
eight-minute medical time-out after dropping the third
set to Andy Murray, and at Indian Wells the next year
he was roundly criticised for suggesting that men
should “fight” to get more prize money than women.

“The stats are showing that we have much more
spectators on the men’s tennis matches,” he said. At
Wimbledon this year, he hit out at some Centre Court
fans for a perceived lack of respect while schedulers
also felt his ire for exiling him to Court Two for a third
round match.

Despite the doubts, the plaudits were generous yes-
terday. “What Novak has achieved this season has to
go down as one of the great sporting comebacks,” said
ATP president Chris Kermode. — AFP
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TOKYO: Boxing superstar Floyd Mayweather Jr
said yesterday he will come out of retirement to
fight a Japanese kickboxer half his age, Tenshin
Nasukawa, on New Year’s Eve in Saitama. The 41-
year-old unbeaten American, who won world titles
in five different weight divisions and was consid-
ered the best pound-for-pound boxer in the sport,
out-boxed Irish mixed martial arts fighter Conor
McGregor in his last fight in August 2017.

That victory improved his boxing record to a
perfect 50-0, but the format or rules for his meet-
ing with the baby-faced Nasukawa were not
specified by the Japanese mixed martial arts pro-
moters RIZIN.

Mayweather posted a teaser photo on his
Instagram feed at the weekend, showing him
wearing kickboxing gloves. “I want to give the
people what they want-blood, sweat and tears,”
Mayweather told a news conference in Tokyo after
reportedly flying into Japan on his private jet.

“It’s always been a goal of mine to go outside
out of the US and display my talent. The world has
never seen Mayweather compete live in (Japan),”
he added, promoting the cross-code bout as an
expansion of his businesses to the Far East.

“I want to continue to build my relationship
with Money Team Tokyo. We’ve been making
some huge fights happen in the US, but we look
forward to taking the Mayweather Promotions
banner and the TMT banner worldwide.”

Nasukawa, who is described in the press
release as “perhaps the best combat sports
prospect (Japan) has ever seen”, boasts a 27-0
record but has never competed as a professional
boxer.

The 20-year-old with a bleached-blond quiff
called it an “easy decision” to accept the offer to
face Mayweather in Saitama, north of Tokyo. “It
was a surprise offer but I accepted without hesita-
tion,” said Nasukawa. 

“I don’t care what the rules are. I want to be the
man who changes history. I’ll do that with these
fists, with one punch-just watch.” Mayweather
insisted Nasukawa would be no pushover. “He’s
young and he’s undefeated so it’s obvious he’s
doing something right,” he said.

“This kid right here is an unbelievable talent, he
looks like a gym rat,” added Mayweather.  “He’s
very special, he’s fast, he’s strong. I’m older now
and when it comes to experience, I have it on my
side. He has youth on his side and he’s going to
bring a lot of excitement.”

Mayweather, who stopped McGregor in the
10th round last year after coming out of retirement
for a $275 million pay day, had been flirting with
the idea of a rematch with the Irishman or facing
McGregor’s recent MMA conqueror, the fearsome
Russian Khabib Nurmagomedov.

“I’ve been blessed to be in the sport a long time
and to make over a billion dollars in the sport,”
added Mayweather. “But this particular bout is
special as far as giving people something they’ve
never seen before. “I’m not really worried about
the weight class or rules-it’s about me displaying
my skills against another skilful fighter. I just want
to entertain.” — AFP
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PARIS: File photo shows Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Russia’s Karen Khachanov during their
men’s singles final tennis match on day seven of the ATP World Tour Masters 1000 - Rolex Paris Masters -
indoor tennis tournament at The AccorHotels Arena in Paris. — AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: China reigned supreme during
the first day of competition of the 8th
Asian Shotgun and 11th Airgun champi-
onships being held at Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex until
November 11.

China was dominant in the Airgun cate-
gory as shooters won four gold, one silver
and two bronze medals. The Chinese won
the first three places in the 10m rifle for
men, as world and Asian champion Haoaran
Yang won gold while Yifei Cao won silver
and the bronze went to Yukun Liu, who
was the youth champion for 2017, and Asia
in 2016 and 2017.

Yang is considered among one of the
topped ranked shooters internationally as
he won the world championship gold in
2014 and 2018, and Jakarta Asian Games in
2018. In the men’s teams event China won
first place, followed by Kazakhstan and
Bahrain was third. The Chinese women
were outstanding in the 10 meters compe-
tition, as world cup 2018 champion
Mingyang Wu won gold, while her compa-
triot Ruozhu Zhao won bronze, as the silver

medal went to Singapore. In the teams
event China took gold followed by
Singapore then Taiwan. Bahrain was fourth
and Kuwait Fifth. Meanwhile, the general
assembly of Asian Shooting Confederation
decided during its meeting Sunday to
review the report of the organizing com-
mittee of the Asian Championship to be
held in Qatar in 2019, and approved the
decision of ASC President to hold the next
assembly in Kuwait in 2020.

Head of the Iraqi delegation Zahed
Nouri thanked officials of Kuwait Shooting
Sport and Honorary President Sheikh
Salman who is considered the main sup-
porter of Iraq shooting. He said Iraq is
always keen to attend any championship
held in Kuwait, due to the strong competi-
tion and the professional organization
known by the Kuwait Shooting Sport Club. 

Nouri said the current championship is
witnessing strong competition between
shooters of Asia in addition to important
activities being held at the sidelines such as
general assembly meetings during which it
was agreed on the persons who will be
nominated to represent the continent at the
ISSF. Head of the Shotgun Referees

Committee Hamad Aqel Al-Ruwaisan said
preparations for the championship were
through several refresher courses for refer-
ees in Kuwait. He said the higher organiz-
ing committee is always keen to enhance
the level of referees before the start of
tournaments hosted by Kuwait.

Chinese shooter Haoran Yang appreci-

ated the efforts of his coach and colleagues
after winning the gold medal in the 10m air
rifle. He said the gold medal is the result of
team work and extra efforts by all.

Bahrain’s shooter Hassan Abdeghaffar
dedicated the bronze medal he won to the
Bahrain people, adding he was determined
to get a medal and this is what happened.

China reigns supreme at Asian Shotgun and Airgun championships

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) sponsored
Battle of the East Fitness Festival. The festival took
place at the Green Island-Gulf Road. The sponsorship
came in line with NBK’s commitment to support youths’
health. It aimed to spread physical awareness and
attract youth to participate in sporting events.

NBK was honored at the end of the festival for its
support and contribution. On this occasion, NBK Public
Relations Assistant General Manager, Manal Al Mattar,

stressed on the importance of supporting youth and
their health, “the purpose of this event was to increase
fitness awareness for all Kuwait citizens,” she said. 

NBK’s booth hosted games and various sports chal-
lenges and rewarded winners with valuable prizes. The
Battle of the East Fitness Festival included sports chal-
lenges that attracted more than 1500 spectators and
more than 600 professional athletes. The competitions
in this festival comprised a range of physical challenges

that depended on the strength, flexibility and
endurance. All of which contributed to raise the spirit of
positive competition among student circles.

NBK has always considered supporting youth an
essential part of its social and philanthropic outreach
which comes in line with the bank’s commitment to
encourage a merit-based  system in health, education
and environment that promotes the best and the bright-
est the country has to offer.

NBK sponsors Battle of the East Fitness Festival


