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Taijul Islam’s 11 wicket-haul 
leads Bangladesh fightback

SCOREBOARD

Zimbabwe 1st innings 282 (S. Williams 88, H.Masakadza 52; Taijul
Islam 6-108)
Bangladesh 1st innings 143 (Ariful Haque 41 not out; T. Chatara 3-19;
S. Raza 3-35)
Zimbabwe 2nd innings (overnight 0-1)
H. Masakadza lbw b Mehidy 48
B. Chari b Mehidy 4
B. Taylor c Imrul. B. Taijul 24
S. Williams b Taijul 20
S. Raza b Taijul 25
P. Moor c Liton b Taijul 0
R. Chakabva c Mahmudullah b Nazmul 20
W. Masakadza lbw b Mehidy 17
B. Mavuta c Ariful B Nazmul 6
K. Jarvis not out 1
T. Chatara lbw b Taijul 8
Extra (b4, lb4) 8
Total (all out, 65.4 overs) 181
Fall of wickets: 1-19 (Chari), 2-47 (Taylor), 3-101 (Masakadza), 4-121
(Williams), 5-121 (Moor), 6-130 (Raza), 7-165 (W. Masakadza), 8-
172 (Chakabva), 9-173 (Mavuta), 10-181 (Chatara)
Bowling: Taijul 28.4-8-62-5, Nazmul 6-1-27-2, Jayed 7-1-25-0,
Mehedi 19-7-48-3, Mahmudullah 4-1-7-0, Mominul 1-0-4-0.

Bangladesh 2nd innings (target 321)
Liton Das not out 14
Imrul Kayes not out 12
Extras 0
Total (no loss; 10.1 overs) 26
To bat: Nazmul Hossain, Mominul Haque, Mushfiqur Rahim,
Mahmudullah Riyad, Ariful Haque, Mehidy Hasan, Taijul Islam,
Nazmul Islam, Abu Jayed
Bowling: Jarvis 5-2-11-0, Chatara 5-1-15-0, Raza 0.1-0-0-0

Scoreboard at stumps on the third day of the first Test between
Bangladesh and Zimbabwe at the Sylhet International Cricket
Stadium in Sylhet yesterday:

Hosts still need a record chase to win in Sylhet
SYLHET: Taijul Islam claimed 11 wickets to lead
Bangladesh’s fightback in the first Test against
Zimbabwe yesterday, but the hosts still need a record
chase to win in Sylhet. Bangladesh dismissed Zimbabwe
for 181 in their second innings with Taijul returning
impressive bowling figures of 5-62.

Taijul’s effort boosted Bangladesh after they were
bowled out cheaply for just 143 in response to the
tourists’ first innings haul of 282 runs.

The hosts were 26-0 in their chase of 321 when bad
light stopped play on day three at the Sylhet
International Stadium.

Opener Liton Das and Imrul Kayes remained
unbeaten on 14 and 12 respectively as Bangladesh head
into day four with another 295 runs needed to re-write
the record books.

No team has ever had to chase so many runs to win
a Test match in Bangladesh. Bangladesh’s highest suc-
cessful chase at home is 101 against Zimbabwe in 2014.

Zimbabwe though were on their way to a bigger lead
after reaching 165-6 at tea, but spinners made a quick
work to pick the remaining four wickets in just 3.4
overs after the break. 

Off-spinner Mehidy Hasan and left-arm spinner
Nazmul Islam complemented Taijul with 3-48 and 2-27
respectively. Taijul, who also claimed 6-108 in the first
innings, fittingly claimed the final Zimbabwe wicket
when he trapped Tendai Chatara leg-before.

Bangladesh had to wait until the ninth over of the
day for their first breakthrough when off-spinner
Mehidy Hasan bowled Brian Chari for nine.

Chari was earlier dropped by Nazmul Islam off Abu
Jayed at backward point on one after he resumed
Zimbabwe’s innings on 0-1 with Masakadza.

Imrul took a stunning catch at mid-on as Taijul dis-

missed Brendon Taylor for 24.
Masakadza and Sean Williams then batted with cau-

tion to deny Bangladesh further success in the opening
session. Mehidy trapped Maskadza leg before for 48
after the break before Taijul took control of the innings.

He bowled Williams for 20 and then dismissed Peter
Moor for a duck in the next ball. Raza, who made a
quick 25 off 30 balls, was unable to survive long as
Taijul spun one beautifully to uproot his middle stump
and complete his maiden 10-wicket haul. — AFP

SYLHET: Zimbabwe’s cricketer Wellington Masakadza (L) plays a shot as Bangladeshi cricketer Liton Das (R)
tries to catch the ball during the third day of the first Test cricket match between Bangladesh and Zimbabwe
in Sylhet yesterday. — AFP

GALLE: Skipper Dinesh Chandimal yesterday said
Sri Lanka’s spinners are ready to fire in the first
Test against England in Galle as the hosts eye a
winning farewell for the retiring Rangana Herath.
Sri Lanka, who went down to the tourists 3-1 in the
five one-day internationals and also lost a one-off
Twenty20 match, are looking for redemption in the
three-Test series starting Tuesday.

Spinners Dilruwan Perera and Akila Dananjaya
are expected to partner Herath in his final interna-
tional outing on a turning Galle track that has seen
rain in the lead up to the match. “When you look at
the Galle pitch, it’s always turning and helpful to
spinners,” Chandimal told reporters.

“When we play in Sri Lanka, it’s spinners who
take charge. Then again, it’s all about weather and
the condition of the pitch.” But England are also
ready with their battery of spinners led by Moeen
Ali. Jack Leach, Joe Denly and Adil Rashid will also
be fighting for a place in the starting line-up.

Skipper Joe Root also admitted yesterday that
spin would “play a huge part” but said the was
ready for anything. “We’ve just got to adapt very
well, very quickly and read the situation. “We’ve
got a very balanced squad with plenty of different
options... From that point of view I feel we’ll be
very well prepared for whatever surface is thrown
at us.” The match will also be England’s first Test
since stalwart Alastair Cook hung up his bat in
September following the home side’s 4-1 drubbing
of India. “It will be my first Test match without
playing with Alastair. It’s a big loss in terms of
experience and everything he brings to the squad
and the team,” said Root.

“Of course we miss him. But it’s a great oppor-
tunity for someone else to make that spot their
own, stand up and do something special for
England.” Keaton Jennings is expected to open
alongside Rory Burns, who is set for his Test debut
as Cook’s replacement.

But the spotlight in Galle remains on the depart-
ing Herath, the most successful left-arm spinner in
history, as he seeks a fairytale swansong. Herath
made his debut at Galle in 1999, got a hat-trick
there in 2016 and is one scalp away from a century
of wickets at the picturesque venue.

Only two other bowlers have achieved this feat-
compatriot Muttiah Muralitharan at Galle, Kandy
and SSC Colombo, and England paceman James
Anderson at Lord’s. The 40-year-old Herath has
taken 430 wickets in 92 Tests and is among the top
10 wicket-takers in five-day history.

“We have few things under the sleeve (for
Herath). We don’t want to reveal all because we
want him to be surprised,” said Chandimal. “The
main thing is, if we can win this game and the
series, that will be a really good farewell for him.
That’s what the team is looking forward to,” he
said. Root said his team also wants to do some-
thing for Herath as he hailed his “phenomenal
longevity” in a career spanning 19 years. But Root
warned his players against getting affected by the
occasion. “I’m very aware of how skillful he is and
how he’ll try and get us out,” said Root.

“Of course there’ll be a lot of noise around him
and it being his last game. “But we’ve got to play 11
Sri Lankan players who could all equally affect the
game and that respect has to be there for the
whole team.” — AFP

Chandimal looks 
to put England in 
a spin at Galle MELBOURNE: Former Australia captain Mark Taylor

resigned from Cricket Australia’s (CA) board of direc-
tors yesterday, as the fallout from a scathing review
into the governing body’s culture claimed another vic-
tim. Taylor’s resignation comes four days after board
chairman David Peever stepped down, his position hav-
ing become untenable in the wake of the Longstaff
review, which was commissioned following the Cape
Town ball-tampering scandal.

The 54-year-old Taylor, the board’s longest-serving
director, said he had been struggling to sleep soundly
since the findings of the review were released a week
ago. He was also fatigued after a tumultuous 18 months

in Australian cricket, featuring an acrimonious pay dis-
pute with players last year and the ball-tampering crisis
in South Africa in March.

“Over the last 13 years, but particularly the last 18
months, there’s been a lot in this role as a director of
Cricket Australia. And it’s taken its toll on me,” Taylor
told a news conference. “Over the last two weeks, even
more so. And I’ve got to the stage where I don’t think I
can give any more. I’ve lost the energy and I think it’s
time for someone to fill my shoes.”

Taylor had been touted as a possible successor for
Peever by Australian cricket doyens but ruled himself
out of the role last week, citing media commitments
with local broadcaster Nine Network.

He said he had struggled to repair relations between
the players union and CA, poisoned during negotiations
for a new collective bargaining agreement and further
strained by the Cape Town scandal, which led to sus-
pensions for former captain Steve Smith and two other
players. “I sit in sometimes an interesting position as a
former player, board director and also a broadcaster,”
Taylor said. “It can be a very tricky position and often

very hard in trying to get the balance right in saying
too much or saying not enough. Balancing those posi-
tions is tough and it takes it out of you.” Taylor is the
third member of the CA board to quit in the last six
months, following Peever and former director Bob
Every, who resigned in May over disagreements with
Peever’s leadership.

The board is currently chaired on an interim basis by
Earl Eddings until CA decides on a permanent replace-
ment. Taylor hoped he could be replaced by a former
player and suggested there was a good opportunity for
a woman to take his role on the male-dominated board.

The resignation continues the litany of changes at
the top of Australian cricket, with Kevin Roberts having
replaced long-serving CEO James Sutherland last
month, new captains appointed to the nationals teams
and a new head coach in Justin Langer.

The men’s national teams have yet to recover from
the ball-tampering scandal, with the test side losing two
of their last three matches and the one-day side 17 of
their last 19 following their defeat to South Africa in
Perth on Sunday. — Reuters
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PERTH: Skipper Aaron Finch admits self-doubt is
creeping into Australia’s batsmen after another woeful
display against South Africa, but he insists “the wheel
will turn”. The home side slumped to a crushing six-
wicket defeat with more than 20 overs to spare in the
opening one-dayer in Perth on Sunday, dispelling any
hope a corner might have been turned after a grim
eight months since the ball-tampering scandal.

They have now crashed to 17 losses in their last 19
ODIs, including an unparalleled seven defeats in a
row, with batting failures a feature for much of the
year. “You’d say that guys are probably at times
doubting themselves,” Finch said. On Sunday they
were reduced to 8-3 and 66-6 before Nathan
Coulter-Nile (34) and Alex Carey (33) steered them
to 152 all out, again exposing how much they are
missing the banned Steve Smith and David Warner.

“When you’re 8-3, you probably have to go and
play a different style of one-day cricket than what
you map out in your head about how you think the
game will unfold. “When guys are not performing as
well as they can do, there’s always going to be a bit of
doubt.”

Outside of Carey, no one in the Australian top six
scored more than 15, with flawed techniques and poor
shot selection at fault on a lively Perth Stadium wicket
against a world-class attack led by Dale Steyn and
Kagiso Rabada.

With less than seven months until the start of the
World Cup, Finch is adamant Australia’s luck will
change.  “It will turn,” he said. “The way we are train-
ing and preparing, the wheel will turn, and it will hap-
pen quickly.” And he won an ally in Steyn, who came
to their defence.

“I don’t think they need to be too embarrassed by
it,” he said. “The conditions were tough. Throw
another 30, 40 runs on there and it becomes quite a
tricky chase.

“I think we outbowled them. I don’t think they
bowled as well as they potentially could have. That
was the difference.” Despite the return of Mitchell
Starc and Pat Cummins from injury, the Australian
attack was lacklustre, in contrast to the fiery Proteas.

Finch bizarrely opted to open the bowling with
Coulter-Nile instead of Starc alongside Josh
Hazlewood. He was smashed for 16 in his first over
before being removed. He said it was an experiment
to try to snap their losing streak. — AFP

KUWAIT: Ali Abdulwahab Al Mutawa Commercial Co.
(AAW), a leading distributor and retailer of more than 100
international brands in different sectors in Kuwait, yester-
day announced the launch of the third INTERSPORT
store in Kuwait at the Avenues Phase 4 - Electra under a
new concept, “INTERSPORT 2.0”.

INTERSPORT’s new 900 sqm store introduces a new
concept to customers featuring major athletic footwear,
apparel and accesories under various sports categories
including running, training, football, racket sports, swim-
ming, basketball, and much more to meet all athletic and
sports enthusiast needs for various activities. The store
offers products from international and well-known brands
including Nike, Adidas, Puma, Reebok, Asics, New
Balance, On, Energetics, Skechers, Technopro, Under
Armour, Firefly, Pro Touch, McKINLEY.

In line with INTERSPORT’s objective to encourage liv-
ing a healthy lifestyle, the launch of the store was celebrat-
ed with an engaging opening event and team walk through
The Avenues led by Deputy CEO at AAW Khalid F. Al
Mutawa and Intersport CEO  Victor Duran. Various activi-
ties and athletic games competitions then took place in-
store under the presence of AAW Chairman and CEO
Faisal Al Mutawa. During the event attendees were invited
to test INTERSPORT’s new “Safe Size” Device, including
members and medalists from the Kuwait National Track
and Field Team. The new device uses the latest 3D scan-
ning technology to help customers find the right running
shoe for their sporting needs.

Deputy CEO at AAW, Khaled F. Al Mutawa said: “Our
decision to launch a third store in Kuwait comes in
response to the increasing customer demand for sporting
goods, and through the opening of INTERSPORT at The
Avenues we are now able to provide an elevated shopping
experience to our customers across different sports cate-
gories.” CEO of Intersport International, Victor Duran
said: “As part of our expansion plan and new innovative
strategy to strengthen our presence across the world, we
are proud to be here to celebrate the opening of INTER-
SPORT at The Avenues. The all-new concept is built to
create an INTERSPORT store that is relevant and right for
each marketplace, and we will continue to monitor its suc-
cess to further build upon and develop the retail experi-
ences and services we offer.”

INTERSPORT first launched in Kuwait in 2016 at Al
Murouj Sahara followed by Al Corniche Club. This new
store is located in Phase 4 of The Avenues Gate 26 -
Electra, and open Sunday to Wednesday from 10:00 am to
11:00 pm, and Thursday to Saturday from 10:00 am to
12:00 pm.
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