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Minister names replacements
for sacked, suspended officials

Emergency units received over 10,000 cases due to rainfall
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Minister of Public
Works Hosam Al-Roumi yesterday
assigned Soha Ashkanani to
replace the former chairman of the
Public Authority for Roads and
Transportation (PART) Ahmad Al-
Hassan, who was sacked on
Tuesday. Roumi also assigned
Abdul Aziz Al-Sabah as assistant
undersecretary for maintenance
engineering affairs and Waleed Al-
Ghanem as assistant undersecre-
tary for hygiene engineering
affairs, replacing the suspended
Mohammed bin Nakhi and Abdul
Mohsen Al-Enezi respectively.
Meanwhile, the Civil  Service
Commission (CSC) official ly
referred former Ministry of Public
Works (MPW) undersecretary
Awatif Al-Ghunaim to retirement.  

Tension between MPW and
PART has accelerated over the
recent rain crisis, said informed
sources, noting that Roumi can-
celled a press conference for
Hassan because the official was no
longer an MPW employee after he
was relieved from his duties
because of the flooding and his
departure to the US to attend a
meeting in Nevada.  

Nevertheless, Hassan held the
conference at a private office in
South Surra, noting that he had to
leave because of an obligation to
attend a meeting in the US. He
also stressed that Roumi can-
celled his trip, and thus he trav-
eled at his own expense using
urgent leave without receiving
any funds from MPW. Hassan also
stressed that  the authori ty ’s
departments managed to handle
the recent heavy rain. 

10,000 cases
Meanwhile, Health Minister

Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah
announced that emergency units at
Kuwaiti hospitals had received
10,038 patients on Tuesday in the
wake of the unstable weather. Over
336 patients visited the emergency
units to complete treatment and 23
critical cases to be put on ventila-
tors, he said. He pointed out that
the ministry had effectively
enforced the emergency plan in
coordination with other ministries
and government bodies. He lauded
the contributions of all staff mem-
bers to the emergency plan.

In the meantime, Kuwait General
Administration of Customs (KGAC)
said that the movement of people
and goods at Kuwait crossings was
not affected by the rain. It added
that action at the crossings was
practiced typically. Customs staff at
crossings, in collaboration with all
governmental bodies, managed to
remove water accumulated by
heavy rains, general manager of
KGAC Jamal Al-Jalawi stressed in a
press statement. He said that some
main sites and buildings in Shuwaikh
were affected by the accumulated
water. Jalawi commended distin-
guished cooperation amongst all
state bodies that contributed to
tackling most of the problems
caused by the heavy rains that hit
the country at dawn of Tuesday.

National accreditation
Sabah and Ibn Sina Hospitals

were awarded full national accred-
itation for the quality of medical
services they provide. In this
regard, Sabah Hospital Manager
Dr Abdul Rahman Al-Enezi said
the hospital was awarded the full

national accreditation after pass-
ing all safety standards tests. Ibn
Sina Hospital  Manager Dr
Mohammed Owaidhah Al-Ajmi
stressed the accreditation came as
a result  of the hospital  staff ’s
efforts including heads of depart-
ments, doctors, nurses, technicians,
administrative staff and the hospi-
tal quality improvement and tech-
nical support teams. 

Short circuit
The Ministry of Education

(MoE) announced that a short cir-
cuit took place at a girls’ religious
institute in Jaber Al-Ahmad, which
resulted in heavy smoke. The insti-
tute had to be evacuated and the
girls were driven home safely. No
casualties were reported.
Separately, a gang consisting of
Arab and Asian nationals was
arrested for stealing electric cables
and making illegal connections in
return for bribes, said security
sources, noting that stolen items
worth thousands were retrieved. 

Hosam Al-Roumi

KUWAIT: The second meeting of the team prepar-
ing the strategic plan for joint cooperation in the
field of technical education and occupational training
in Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries (2019-
2023) was held in the presence of Director General
of the Public Authority for Applied Education and

Training (PAAET) Dr Ali Al-Mudhaf. Dr Mudhaf
began by welcoming the GCC team and expressing
his appreciation for their efforts to raise the standard
of technical education and training.

Meanwhile, PAAET Deputy Director General for
Training Affairs Eng Tareq Al-Ameeri said the team
discussed several issues, mainly the strategic plan
that was presented by Eng Ahmad Jalalah from Saudi
Arabia. They also discussed the strategic plan for the
next five years, he said, adding that there are con-
tacts with several international bodies to learn from
their experience in technical and skillful training.

PAAET hosts
GCC officials

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait is keen on supporting the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East’s (UNRWA) operations, said
Chairman of Kuwait’s International Islamic Charitable
Organization (IICO) and Amiri Diwan advisor Dr Abdullah
Al-Matouq yesterday. Dr Matouq’s statement came on the
sidelines of his meeting with Chief of the UNRWA Donor
Relations Division Marc Lassouaoui and the agency’s
External Relations and Projects Officer Munir Manneh.

The IICO chairman said that Kuwait, under the directives
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, will always provide a helping hand to their
brethren in Palestine. He added that GCC and Arab coun-
tries should intensify their efforts to cover the deficit at
UNRWA after the US decided to pull out its $350 million
contribution.

UNRWA plays an integral role in attending to the educa-
tional, health, and social needs of all Palestinians especially in
the Gaza Strip and the diaspora, said Dr Matouq who com-
mended the brave stance of National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghani in favor of the Palestinian cause during
his global parliamentary participations. Regarding the IICO’s
future endeavors, Dr Matouq revealed that the organization
will kick start on November 26 the Eighth Annual
Conference on Effective Partnership and Information Sharing
for Better Humanitarian Action. The event will witness the
launching of an initiative to feed one billion people around
the globe. The initiative also includes programs to provide
soft loans, launch small business projects, and other integral

objectives to empower those who are in need, said the IICO
chairman. Meanwhile, UNRWA’s Lassouaoui said that the
agency was facing great challenges that might affect its
operations as a result of the US contributions pullout. This
year, the EU, Sweden, Japan, Holland, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, and the UAE pledged $390 million; however, UNR-
WA only received $51 million so far, said Lassouaoui who
affirmed that despite the current status quo, the agency con-
tinues to provide assistance to Palestinians.

In the meantime, UNRWA’s Manneh revealed that the
agency faced a $446 million deficit, adding that the pledges
this year helped to reduce that number to $64 million. He
said that Kuwait and other donor countries were up to the
challenges that lie ahead, affirming that UNRWA will man-
age to attend to the needs of Palestinians especially those
residing in the Gaza Strip. The United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East’s
(UNRWA) was founded in 1948 to assist some five million
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Jordan,
Lebanon, and the Middle East. — KUNA

Kuwait keen on
supporting UNRWA
operations: Matouq

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait’s (IICO) and Amiri
Diwan advisor Dr Abdullah Al-Matouq meets with
Chief of the UNRWA Donor Relations Division Marc
Lassouaoui. — KUNA

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Minor traffic accidents settled during the
month of October were 1,484 in the Capital gover-
norate, 1,483 in Hawally, 604 in Mubarak Al-Kabeer,
629 in Ahmadi, 817 in Farwaniya and 311 in Jahra, a
total of 5,328 cases. The number of settlements from
Nov 4 to 6 was 141 in the Capital, 191 in Hawally, 53 in

Mubarak Al-Kabeer, 60 in Ahmadi, 108 in Farwaniya
and 29 in Jahra, a total of 582 settlements. The rela-
tions and security information department at the
Interior Ministry said the law fines the person who
caused the accident KD 20 and the settlement papers
will be sent to the insurance company, with the affect-
ed person to receive compensation, without the need
to go to court.

5,328 minor accident cases
settled in October

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: A video that went viral on social media yester-
day about a public bus exclusively for Kuwaitis has incor-
rect information. This video was taken from a report
broadcast on KTV1 as part of the ‘Layali Al-Kuwait’ show
on Monday. Viewers understood that the new blue buses
only provide services to Kuwaitis, which they considered
as discriminatory.

Programmer Ala’ Al-Banay, who prepared the TV show
that included the report about these new buses, told
Kuwait Times that the offices of City Bus told her the serv-
ice was for Kuwaitis and didn’t provide detailed explana-
tions. “When people started calling after the video spread,
I contacted the official from City Bus, who told me she had
meant to promote the bus service to Kuwaitis, and not that
it’s just for citizens. The official told me that the main pur-
pose of these buses is to be rented by Kuwaitis for private
picnics or tours,” explained Banay.   

According to the video, these buses will provide special
services such as Wi-Fi, mobile charging ports, drinks and
other services. City Bus didn’t respond to Kuwait Times’
call to comment on the video.

‘Exclusive bus
for Kuwaitis’ video
inaccurate: Station

GENEVA: Kuwait yesterday said it appreciated a
UN commission’s work to make up for losses the
Gulf state incurred as a result of the 1990 Iraqi inva-
sion and subsequent Gulf War. Kuwait has received
this year three installments of compensations worth
$90 million each from the United Nations
Compensation Commission (UNCC), its public
authority for assessment of compensation for dam-
ages resulting from the Iraqi invasion said. It
revealed that Kuwait still awaits $4.4 billion worth of
compensation, which it will receive in the near future.
The UNCC was formed in 1991 as a United Nations
Security Council body, with the aim of processing
claims and paying compensation for losses and dam-
age Kuwait suffered after it was invaded by its larger
neighbor. Separately, Kuwait has affirmed that the
reforms undertaken by the United Nations
Secretariat, including the reform of the pillar of
peace and security, will undoubtedly increase the
coherence of the work of the United Nations police
in the field in all ‘peace operations.’ — KUNA

Kuwait thankful
for Gulf War
payments reparations


