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outcome of previous similar investigations, especially
those formed in 2015 and last year and why the authorities
did not implement recommendations made by those
investigations.

They demanded that the committee investigates how
authorities dealt with recommendations made by the
Assembly after an underpass submerged in Mangaf last
year following heavy rains. The investigation should
include all contractors and maintenance companies that
the ministry of public works hired for road and sewage
network projects over the past three years, and the vio-
lations and remarks made by supervisory bodies over
such contracts and works.

The government has already sacked two top officials
- the undersecretary of  the ministry of public works
Awatef Al-Ghuneim and head of the public roads

authority Ahmad Al-Hassan. Hassan told a press confer-
ence yesterday that the rainstorm was too powerful and
that the country’s sewage and road networks could not
cope with its intensity.

Opposition MP Abdulwahab Al-Babtain however
said the government’s actions in sacking the officials
were not satisfactory and lacked adequate investiga-
tions. He said that firing officials without establishing
who was responsible is incorrect and an official investi-
gation should have been launched before taking any
action. He also expressed fears that the dismissals were
an action by the minister to put the blame on others,
adding he will grill the minister if he does not prove
who was responsible for what happened.

In another explosive issue, MP Faisal Al-Kandari yes-
terday called on the government to sack the CEO of
Kuwait Petroleum Corp (KPC) Nezar Al-Adasani for
statements deemed offensive and damaging to the diplo-
matic ties with neighboring Saudi Arabia. Kandari said
that by issuing such a statement, Adasani has caused
tremendous damage to the ties between the two countries
and that he has exceeded his authority as an oil executive.
Adasani’s tenure is coming to end in a few weeks.
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him win the White House, branding it a “disgusting
Witch Hunt”. Democrats won the House on Tuesday but
Republicans increased their majority in the Senate in an
election which revealed a country still sharply divided
along party lines. According to projections by The New
York Times, Democrats will have 229 seats in the 435-
member House while Republicans will hold 53 seats in
the 100-member Senate, up from 51.

Republicans defeated Democratic senators in several
states won by Trump in 2016 - Florida, Indiana,
Missouri and North Dakota. Republican senate candi-
dates were also leading in Arizona and Montana.
Democrats appear to have won a Republican senate
seat in Nevada. Democrats also picked up seven gover-
norships but fell short in a high-profile race for the
governor’s mansion in Florida, expected to play a key
role in the 2020 presidential election.

With the House victory, Democrats will take over
committees, giving them the power to hold hearings,
call witnesses and issue subpoenas to administration
officials. “We will conduct the investigations that
Republicans wouldn’t conduct,” Democratic
Representative Eric Swalwell of California said on
NBC’s “Today” show. “We’ll fill in the gaps on the
Russia investigations,” he said of the Mueller probe.
“American people will see (Trump’s) tax returns.”

“There will be intensified fighting,” said Larry
Sabato, director of the Center for Politics at the
University of Virginia. “There is now a veto in the sys-
tem to limit Trump and the Senate - though Trump will
use executive orders to bypass Congress,” Sabato said.
Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell said he
expected the president would be able to work with a
divided Congress. “The Senate is a pretty collegial
place and even though we had big differences over
things like taxes and judges, there were plenty of other
things we did together and no reason that would stop
simply because the House now becomes Democratic,”
he said. “We’re certainly going to try to help the presi-
dent achieve what he would like with the (US-Mexico)
wall,” McConnell said.

Representative Nancy Pelosi, who is likely to return
as speaker of the House despite opposition from some
centrist Democrats, promised that the party will serve
as a counterweight - but also work with Trump.
“Today is more than about Democrats and
Republicans. It’s about restoring the constitution’s
checks and balances to the Trump administration,”
Pelosi said. But she added: “A Democratic Congress
will work for solutions that bring us together, because
we have all had enough of division.”

Trump spoke to Pelosi following the election,
Conway said, and appeared to extend an olive branch
to her yesterday morning. “In all fairness, Nancy Pelosi
deserves to be chosen Speaker of the House by the
Democrats,” Trump tweeted. “If they give her a hard
time, perhaps we will add some Republican votes. She
has earned this great honor!”

Trump, who will face reelection in 2020, was sched-
uled to hold a press conference to discuss an election
that he described on Twitter as a “tremendous success”
and a “Big Victory”. “To any of the pundits or talking
heads that do not give us proper credit for this great
Midterm Election, just remember two words - FAKE
NEWS!” he said on Twitter.

Like in the 2016 presidential election, rural areas
went heavily for Republicans while urban areas broke
towards the Democrats. More women than men voted
for Democrats, according to exit polls, particularly
white suburban women, and the new House will feature
a record number of women lawmakers. Tuesday’s con-
test saw several historic firsts in the Democratic camp:
in Kansas, Sharice Davids and Deb Haaland became the
first Native American women elected to Congress. And
in the Midwest, onetime Somali refugee Ilhan Omar and
Rashida Tlaib, the daughter of Palestinian immigrants,
shared the historic distinction of becoming the first two
Muslim women elected to Congress.

But the rosiest expectations of some Democrats -
that they could create a “blue wave” even when playing
defense on the Senate map - proved unfounded. In one
of the most closely-watched races, Democratic Senate
candidate Beto O’Rourke, a charismatic congressman
and former punk rocker, fell short against Republican
Senator Ted Cruz in Texas. Trump campaigned aggres-
sively in the closing days on a hardline anti-immigration
message. He seized on scenes of a caravan of Central
American migrants heading for the United States and
sent soldiers to the Mexican border, threatening to have
illegal immigrants shot if they throw stones. — AFP 
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Meanwhile, Democrat candidates Sharice Davids
and Deb Haaland broke new ground on Tuesday,
becoming the first Native American women elected to
Congress. Davids, 38, of Kansas, is an attorney by
training and a former mixed martial arts fighter. She is
also openly lesbian, in a state that is traditionally con-
servative. She defeated Republican incumbent Kevin
Yoder. Haaland, 57, of New Mexico, beat Janice
Arnold-Jones, a Republican, and Lloyd Princeton, a
Libertarian. The two women were among a record
number of Native Americans who ran in the midterm
elections for congressional seats, governor’s offices,
state legislatures and other elected posts.

Their stories trace a similar trailblazing rise through
local politics. “I’m Muslim and black,” the hijab-wearing
Omar said in a recent magazine interview. “I decided to
run because I was one of many people I knew who
really wanted to demonstrate what representative
democracies are supposed to be,” she said. Omar fled
Somalia’s civil war with her parents at the age of eight
and spent four years at a refugee camp in Kenya. Her
family settled in Minnesota in 1997, where there is a
sizable Somali population. 

She won a seat in the state’s legislature in 2016,
becoming the first Somali-American lawmaker in the
country. Before that, she had worked as a community
organizer, a policy wonk for city leaders in
Minneapolis, and as a leader in her local chapter of the
NAACP - the African-American civil rights group. She
decided to run for Congress after Ellison, who is also
black, decided to give up his seat after 12 years in
Congress to run for attorney general of Minnesota.

Omar has forged a progressive political identity. She
supports free college education, housing for all, and
criminal justice reform. She opposes Trump’s restrictive
immigration policies, supports a universal health care
system, and wants to abolish US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE), which has conducted
deportation raids.  

Tlaib is the Detroit-born daughter of Palestinian
immigrants - the eldest of 14 children. A fighter who
once heckled Trump during a 2016 campaign stop in
Detroit, she says she didn’t run to make history as
Muslim. “I ran because of injustices and because of my
boys, who are questioning their (Muslim) identity and
whether they belong,” Tlaib said in an US television

interview in August. “I’ve never been one to stand on
the sidelines.”

Like Omar, she blazed a trail through Michigan poli-
tics, becoming the first Muslim woman to serve in the
Michigan state legislature in 2008. In August, she
emerged as the winner of a Democratic primary for a
seat vacated by John Conyers, a longtime liberal lion
who stepped down in December amid sexual harass-
ment allegations and failing health. With no Republican
challenger in the race, Tlaib’s election on Tuesday
became a formality.

The seat she won is in a predominantly African
American congressional district with few Muslim vot-
ers. She says her constituents were attracted to her
progressive politics, which are the polar opposite of
Republicans. Tlaib has advocated for universal
healthcare, a $15 national minimum wage, union pro-
tections, and tuition-free college education. She also
has been mindful of the historic nature of her candi-
dacy. During her tearful primary election victory
speech in August, with her immigrant mother by her
side, she said relatives in the West Bank were watch-
ing her success. “It just shows how incredibly won-
derful our country can be,” she said. 

“Strong, Resilient, Indigenous,” reads the t-shirt worn
by Davids in one of her campaign ads for election in the
state’s 3rd congressional district, which includes Kansas
City and its southern suburbs. Haaland, a member of the
Pueblo of Laguna tribe, is a well-known community
activist in her solidly Democratic district, working tire-
lessly to encourage Native Americans - who make up
two percent of the US population - to vote.

She cut her teeth working as a volunteer for John
Kerry’s presidential campaign in 2004 - making endless
cold calls to rally Native Americans to vote. Since then,
she has not stopped campaigning: she worked full-time
as a volunteer for Barack Obama, and on dozens of
local and state campaigns. She ran for lieutenant gover-
nor and served one term as the state party chair. “We
need real people who are talking about our issues and
know what it feels like,” Haaland told AFP in an inter-
view ahead of the elections, in which she ran in New
Mexico’s 1st congressional district seat. “We have peo-
ple in Congress right now who... don’t know what it’s
like” to be without food or proper health care, she said.

She said although her disdain for Trump’s policies
on immigration, health care and other issues moti-
vated her to run, that was not the only reason.
Haaland and Davids join a number of Democrats
who have f l ipped seats  in  the House of
Representatives, helping their party seize control of
the lower chamber from the Republicans and dealing
a stern rebuke to Trump. — Agencies
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“For me, it’s just about respecting the decisions of a
sovereign nation,” Bolsonaro said in a television interview
on Monday. However, he performed an almost Trumpian
about-turn on Tuesday by insisting that “it hasn’t been
decided yet”. Were he to abandon that controversial plan,
he would risk alienating the religious support that helped
propel the far-right Bolsonaro to a commanding victory
with 55 percent of the vote. And for them, the status of
Jerusalem is sacrosanct. The most conservative evangeli-
cals see Israel as “the center of all history”, a sort of ideal,
to which “there is an attachment and a need to defend
Israel as a chosen people,” said Ronilso Pacheco, a theo-
logical researcher at Rio de Janeiro’s PUC Catholic
University. “That’s an extremely literal reading of the
Bible without taking into account context, history.”

Brazilian evangelicals follow Christian Zionism, the belief
that the return of the Jews to the Holy Land in 1948 with
the establishment of the state of Israel was in accordance
with a biblical prophecy announcing the return of the
Messiah. Although born into a Catholic family, Bolsonaro
married an evangelical Christian and went to Israel in 2016
to be baptized in the River Jordan by a pastor.

However, piety is not the only reason for Bolsonaro to
move the embassy, much to the delight of Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. “On top of the symbolic
value for evangelicals, this measure shows a desire to
break from a traditional foreign policy based on multilat-
eral relationships,” said Monica Herz, professor at PUC’s
international relations institute. For her, following in
Trump’s footsteps suggests Brazil is “aligning itself with
the American government, something we didn’t even do
during the military dictatorship”. 

A former army parachutist, Bolsonaro has made no
secret of his admiration for Brazil’s military dictatorship,
which ruled from 1964-85. His Israeli overtures have a
secondary motivation as Bolsonaro is a fan of Israeli’s
advanced military technology. His son, Flavio and newly-
elected Rio governor, Wilson Witzel, are due shortly to
travel to Israel to negotiate the purchase of attack drones
which could subsequently be used by security forces in
the fight against drug-traffickers. Casaroes, though,
believes “Brazil could get closer to the US and Israel
without transferring its embassy”.

Ricardo Ferraco, a member of the external relations
commission in Brazil’s congress, said recently that he felt
Bolsonaro had been too quick to make his promise,
“without reflecting on the consequences”. Meanwhile,
the Arab Brazilian chamber of commerce has already
expressed its concern given Brazil is the biggest pro-
ducer in the world of halal meat, much of which is
exported to Arab countries. The Palestinian envoy to
Brazil, Ibrahim Alzeben, said on Monday that he hoped
Bolsonaro had merely been electioneering and that the
incoming government would “maintain Brazil’s tradition-
al position”. — AFP 
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PARIS: Millions of people in Europe, North America and
Australia will die from superbug infections unless coun-
tries prioritize fighting the growing threat posed by bac-
teria immune to most known drugs, experts predicted
yesterday. The Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) warned of “disastrous conse-
quences” for public healthcare and spending unless basic
hospital hygiene is boosted and unnecessary antibiotic
use slashed. Drug-resistant bacteria killed more than
33,000 people in Europe in 2015, according to new
research published separately this week. 

In a landmark report, the OECD said 2.4 million
people could die from superbugs by 2050 and said the
cost of treating such infections would balloon to an
average of $3.5 billion a year in each country included
in its analysis. Michele Cecchini, lead on public health
at the OECD, told AFP that countries were already
spending an average of 10 percent of their healthcare
budgets on treating antimicrobial-resistant (AMR)
bugs. “AMR costs more than the flu, more than HIV,
more than tuberculosis. And it will cost even more if
countries don’t put into place actions to tackle this
problem,” he said. 

As humans consume ever more antibiotics - either
through prescriptions or agriculture and livestock prod-
ucts given medicines to stave off infection - strains of
bacteria are developing that resist the effects of drugs
designed to kill them. In low and middle-income coun-
tries, resistance is already high: in Indonesia Brazil and
Russia up to 60 percent of bacterial infections are
already resistant to at least one antibiotic. And the
growth of AMR infections is predicted to be between
four and seven times faster by 2030 than currently. 

“Such high resistance rates in health care systems,
which are already weakened by constrained budgets,
will create the conditions for an enormous death toll
that will be mainly borne by new-borns, very young

children and the elderly,” the report said. “Even small
cuts in the kitchen, minor surgery or diseases like pneu-
monia could become life-threatening.” 

Perhaps more worrying is the prediction made by the
OECD that resistance to so-called 2nd- and 3rd-line
antibiotics - break-glass-in-case-of-emergency infec-
tion treatments - will balloon by 70 percent by 2030.
“These are antibiotics that as far as possible we don’t
want to use because we want these as back up,”
Cecchini said. “Essentially, we are using more when we
should use less and we are running out of our best
options in case of emergency.”

The group, which advises  the World Heal th
Organization on public health initiatives, said the only
way to avert disaster was to implement immediate,
sector-wide changes in behavior. The report called on
healthcare professionals to ensure better universal
hygiene standards in hospitals and clinics by insisting
all staff wash their hands and conform to stricter safe-
ty regimes. It also suggested resistance could be
fought with better and quicker testing to determine if
an infection is viral - meaning antibiotics are useless -
or bacterial. 

New swab tests can give a result in a matter of min-
utes, and Cecchini also put forward the idea of “delayed
prescriptions” to dent antibiotic overuse by making
patients wait three days before picking up their antibi-
otics - roughly the time it takes for a viral infection to
run its course. In trials of the technique, two thirds of
patients given delayed prescriptions for antibiotics nev-
er col lected their medicine. The OECD said such
changes would cost as little as $2 per person per year
and would save millions of lives and billions of dollars
by mid-century. “They would decrease burden of AMR
in these countries by 75 percent,” said Cecchini. “It
would pay for itself in a few months and would produce
substantial savings.” — AFP 
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Just $2 per person a year could halt deadly infections: OECD 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump points to journalist Jim Acosta from CNN during a post-election press con-
ference in the East Room of the White House yesterday. — AFP 


