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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior has dismissed
social media reports about an increase in the num-
ber of deaths caused by the heavy rainfall which
engulfed the country Friday. In a press statement,
the ministry stressed that the severe weather con-
ditions had left only one fatality. The circulated
social media reports about the death of several
people due to the rainfall were totally fabricated,
the statement added.

Meanwhile, Minister of Information Mohammad
Al-Jabri on Saturday appealed to social media
users to support government and voluntary rescue
teams in dealing with the situation caused by
extreme weather conditions. In a press statement,
Jabri, also Minister of State for Youth Affairs, urged
social media users to raise awareness of both citi-
zens and expatriates on this matter. He called on
them to avoid everything that could undermine the
determination of both government or voluntary
teams. He demanded citizens and expatriates to
abide by relevant official instructions. 

In the meantime, National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem promised that the family of
the Kuwaiti citizen killed by heavy rains earlier
Friday would not be ‘left in the lurch’. “The family of
the martyr of Al-Fahaheel floods, Ahmad Al-Fadhli,
will not be let down, facing life challenges alone.
Kuwait is the country of humanitarian and its Amir
is a humanitarian leader,” he said in a press state-
ment following Fadhli’s funeral procession. He
added that he had to attend the funeral since he is
the representative of the Kuwaiti people. — KUNA 

Ministry denies
‘rain fatalities’
reports

Some tenants in Fahaheel fail to
save cars parked in the basement 

Around 20 cars were parked in the basement when it got flooded

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Oliver Ballesteros, 33, from the Philippines,
lives in a residential building in Fahaheel on Makkah
Street. His building’s basement was flooded with rain-
water during Friday’s thunderstorm. At 4 pm, he was
preparing to leave on his regular taxi duty, when rain
started falling. He decided to remain in his apartment
and watched a basketball game instead. Outside, the
rain continued for another hour. 

He then heard someone from the ground floor
appealing to tenants to take their cars out of the base-
ment because the water had started to rise. By the time
he ran down from his third-floor apartment, his two
cars were already filled with water. He owns a Subaru, a
service car, and a Toyota Camry, which he drives as a
taxi. His Camry’s engine suddenly stopped halfway out
from the basement.  “I failed to save my two cars,”
Oliver said in disbelief. 

“I wasn’t concerned at all because I haven’t experi-

enced such flooding in my 10 years in Kuwait. I thought
it was just an ordinary rainy day, but when I heard the
commotion from the ground floor, I started to panic,
but it was too late. The water in the basement was
already knee-high and rose very quickly in a matter of
a minute or two,” he recalled. 

“I managed to start the
engine of my Camry and
drove it quickly to the access
door, but the engine suddenly
stalled,” he said. “The next
thing I knew, I was stuck in
the car and overpowered by
the raging water. Thank God,
some Filipinos from my apart-
ment tried their best to help
me, but the car had stopped
and water current was strong.
So I abandoned the car after tying it with a rope,” Oliver
said in frustration.

Safer grounds
It was around 5:30 pm when the water on Makkah

Street started to rise. Some tenants of the same build-
ing where Oliver lives had just returned from work. One

of those tenants is
Christopher Hernandez, who
with luck and presence of
mind, managed to drive his
car to safety. “I arrived from
work around 5:30 pm and
noticed the flooding on
Makkah Street. I said to
myself probably it is safer to
park the car outside. So I
looked for safer grounds and
parked my car away from
our building. Before I got out

of the car, I waited a bit because the rain was still
heavy. When I realized that it won’t stop, I crossed the

flooded street. When I approached my building, I
noticed the basement was already filled with water. I
saw Oliver trying to save his Camry, but it was too
late,” he recalled.

Benjie was also stuck in traffic in Egaila when the
basement of his building was submerged. “My car is
down there,” he said, pointing at the flooded basement.
“I arrived late to save my car - it was already midnight.
We were stuck in traffic from 7 pm in Egaila. I had left
my car because my friend had offered me a ride. None
of us had expected this. My friend’s three cars are
down there,” he added. 

Yesterday, four pumps were deployed to extract the
water from the basement. Some residents of the twin
buildings estimated around 20 cars were parked in the
basement when it got flooded. Fintas, Fahaheel, Mangaf,
Mahboula and Abu Halifa were some of the many areas
affected by the flooding on Friday. Many streets were
waterlogged and impassable. Hundreds of cars were
damaged, with at least one reported casualty.  

KUWAIT: Oliver Ballesteros’s vehicle submerged in rainwater at  the basement of his building in Fahaheel on Makkah Street. — Photos by Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Director of the Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate (KFSD) Maj Gen
Khalid Al-Mekrad said his department
received on Friday up to 251 calls for
help and that the personnel rescued
some 891 persons. The firefighters
scrambled into action in various regions
including Sabah Al-Ahmad residential
district where they had to use rubber
dinghies to salvage and help stricken
residents stranded amid the swamp.
Ahmad Al-Manfouhi, Director General of
Kuwait Municipality, said the municipali-
ty received 772 contacts from people in
need for rescue. Workers removed 610
water tankers and 2,047 trucks blocking
roads. Saud Al-Naqi, deputy chairman of
the roads public authority, said the vol-
ume of rain water that swamped Kuwaiti
territories was too large for the sewers
to receive. Other officials attending the
conference urged sea goers, namely
those on the islands, to return to the
mainland instantly, in anticipation of pos-
sible further downpours.

20,027 reports
In the meantime, Kuwait’s Minister of

Interior Undersecretary Lieutenant
General Essam Al-Nahham announced
that the ministry’s operations center
received during the past few days, since
outbreak of heavy rainfall, up to 20,027
reports including 3,000 ones of serious
situations. He took part in a joint press
conference, held by government bodies
taking part in the emergency high com-
mittee at the Ministry of Interior opera-

tions center at His Highness Sheikh
Nawaf Building, on procedures that have
been taken to cope with the record
heavy rainfall and future plans. The min-
istry prepared operation chambers to
work all over the day as well as adminis-
trative ones in the southern areas of the
county that were severely affected yes-
terday by the rains. It is currently
preparing new chambers in the northern
parts of Kuwait to prepare for the
expected rains, Nahham said. He called
on citizens and expatriates to ignore
rumors regarding the weather status,
and to listen only to the appropriate and
true information from the official sources
through Kuwait official TV channel. He
praised the distinguished efforts exerted
by various ministries and governmental
bodies that were in charge of this crisis
since the outbreak of the heavy rainfalls.
He affirmed Prime Minister Deputy and
Minister of Interior’s keenness to be
present at the operation center to follow
up on latest developments of the situa-
tion in Kuwait, and to issue any needed
orders to facilitate the traffic flow. 

Ministers receive calls
In other news, Kuwaiti Deputy Prime

Minister and Interior Minister
Lieutenant General Sheikh Khalid Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah received phone calls
from Bahrain’s Interior Minister Sheikh
Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa and
Omani Interior Minister Hamoud al-
Busaidi. Security information depart-
ment of the Ministry of Interior said in a
press statement that the two ministers
expressed their willingness to offer all
kinds of support to Kuwait, expressing
their sincere wishes for the security and
safety of Kuwaitis and residents on
their land. 

Meanwhile, Chief of the General Staff
of the Kuwaiti Army Lieutenant-General
Mohammad Khaled Al-Khodr received a
telephone call from his Omani counter-
part Lieutenant General Ahmad Al-
Nabhani. In his call, the Omani official
asked about the situation in Kuwait amid
extreme weather conditions. He
expressed readiness of the Omani Army
to harness its capabilities and provide all
kinds of support to the brotherly Kuwaiti
people, the Kuwaiti Army’s directorate of
moral guidance and public relations said
in a press statement Saturday evening.
Lieutenant General Khodr expressed his
gratitude and thanks to brothers of the

Sultanate of Oman and its army in par-
ticular, the statement added.

In the meantime, Iraq expressed soli-
darity with Kuwait and Jordan in the
face of heavy rainfall in the two coun-
tries. Iraqi Prime Minister Adel
Abdulmahdi is following with concern
the unprecedented rainfall in Kuwait and
floods in Jordan, the premier office said
in a statement. He expressed solidarity
with the Kuwaiti and Jordanian people,
paying respect for the families of the
victims and wishing speedy recovery for
the injured. Abdulmahdi said the Iraqi
government was ready to provide sup-
port if needed. — KUNA

Rain overwhelms
utilities: Officials

KUWAIT: A Kuwait Municipality worker poses with his smartphone as his team
works on draining water from a flooded underpass in Al-Mangaf, south of
Kuwait City, on Saturday. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: Nuwaiseeb customs officers arrested a truck
driver who attempted to smuggle paan leaves into the
country through the Nuwaiseeb southern border cross-
ing. The customs officers became suspicious of the
Asian man and decided to search his truck. They found
paan (betel) leaves, which is considered a banned drug.
The driver had hidden them between boxes of potato
chips. The driver was arrested and the leaves confiscat-
ed. Separately, a Saudi national who thought his vehicle
would not be searched because of the heavy rains
attempted to smuggle out 141 cartons of cigarettes. The
cigarettes were confiscated and the vehicle impounded.

Parking dispute
An elderly woman was beaten by two juvenile

girls because of a parking dispute, Al-Rai reported
yesterday. The victim went to a police station and
lodged a complaint and submitted a medical report
with injuries suffered from the beating. She said
that as she returned to her car, she found two
angry girls waiting for her because she had blocked
them. She said the girls insulted her verbally before
beating her.

Physical assault
Several people ganged up against one man - two

immobilized him and a third beat him because of
money-related disputes with him. The victim suf-
fered a deep wound to his scalp and bleeding from
his nose and ear. He was rushed to Jahra Hospital. He
then obtained a medical report and went to Naeem
police station and lodged a complaint against the
assailants. Detectives are investigating.

Arson
Investigations are ongoing to identify and arrest

arsonists who attempted to burn a Syrian man’s car
in Jahra. The attempt failed however when the fire
died out by itself. The car’s owner reported the case
to local police, but did not accuse anyone.

Truck driver
busted at border
crossing with ‘paan’

KUWAIT: Paan leaves found hidden inside a truck whose driver tried to smuggle them through the Nuwaiseeb
border crossing.

I was 
overpowered by
the raging water


