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Ghanem said the government has formed committees
to make the necessary preparations for expected rainfall
on Wednesday and also formed other committees to pro-
vide services in other areas. The speaker said the finance
minister was assigned to follow up the losses and com-
pensate people who suffered damages from the rains. The
meeting was attended by Defense Minister Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah as the prime minister
was engaged with the visit of the Iraqi president.

Ghanem said the government failed from the very
beginning to explain to the public that the few hours of
rainfall was almost equal to the annual rainfall of the
country and this was the reason that caused the flooding.
Ghnem said that he was asked by some citizens to call on
the Minister of Public Works Hussam Al-Roumi to with-
draw his resignation.

Roumi told the meeting that the rain was unprece-
dented and abnormal, adding that the ministry has
been preparing for the rainy season since mid-August.
Authorities confirmed that a new wave of heavy rains
is forecast for Wednesday, but said they cannot esti-
mate its intensity. But MP Farraj Al-Arbeed said not
much was said in the meeting, which apparently aimed
at giving the government a clean chit.

Meanwhile, the Army General Staff yesterday called
on desert campers to take extra precautions and refrain
from touching any strange objects that may appear fol-

lowing sand drifts due to the heavy rains that hit the
country, which might be dangerous military remnants. In
the past, authorities have often located and defused
mines left behind by Iraqi troops that occupied the
country for eight months. However, some of these mines
had exploded, causing casualties. 

PART said repairs are underway to fix a crack in
asphalt on Mangaf Bridge, rejecting social media
reports the crack will affect the structure of the bridge.
It added teams were at the bridge to repair the crack.
The authority’s emergency teams are deployed in differ-
ent parts of the country to fix whatever needs to be
repaired, it added. 

Roumi said Saturday that several roads and sewer
manholes have been clogged by mud deposits that were
piled up due to the extreme rainfall. Roumi made his
remarks to KUNA after visiting the civil defense’s opera-
tions center. Manholes have been fully drained of water
except for the piled-up mud, he noted, adding the
municipality’s teams will remove the mud deposits and
clean the manholes. The minister added he inspected
Sabah Al-Ahmad City alongside Minister of State for
Housing Affairs Jenan Bushehri to look at the damages
caused by the heavy rains. 

The ministry of electricity and water urged the public
Saturday to keep outdoor lights, like on fences, off dur-
ing heavy rainfall. Khalifa Al-Furaij, Assistant
Undersecretary for Water Operation and Maintenance,
urged the public to abide by instructions during the
rains. Electricity should be cut off from any part of the
house submerged by water, like the basement or ground
floor, Furaij told KUNA. Citizens and expatriates should
check the fuse board before calling MEW’s emergency
teams, he said, because the defect may be easily solved
by switching it off.

Amir thanks public
authorities, officials...
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of commerce and industry of the new lending regula-
tions to avert any unjustified rise in prices of commodi-
ties and services.

According to the new regulations, financial institu-
tions granting the loan should study the financial and
credit status of the client and check the purpose of the
loan. These institutions should advice clients about their
needs and explain the dangers of additional financial
commitments. “The consumer loan can be for financing
personal needs and there is no need for providing docu-
ments of proof for the use of the loan. But the purpose of
the housing loan is clear - it should be for house restora-
tion, building or buying a house for living, and the docu-
ments for this loan should be provided,” Obaid said. 

Borrowers can get a new loan in addition to their cur-
rent loan. “There are certain conditions for approving a
new loan - the client should have paid at least 30 percent
of the installments on time, the new loan should be based
on a new contract and the present contract will be can-
celed, while respecting the maximum percentage of the
monthly installment (40 percent of the net salary of
employees and 30 percent of retirees),” he added.

“Retired clients can demand extending the installments
for an additional year from the original five years for a
consumer loan, and by five years from the original 15
years for a housing loan. This will decrease the monthly
installment, but under the condition of not dropping
below 30 percent of the retiree’s salary,” noted Obaid.  

“Financial institutions are not allowed to use the
client’s indemnities or any other cash in his account or
even hold it to pay installments that are not due unless
with the written approval of the client. Also, in case of
early repayment of the loan or part of it by the client, the
finance institution should not charge the interest due for
the remaining period of the loan that was already paid,”
he concluded. 

Waleed Al-Awadhi, CEO of Control Sector at CBK,
provided some statistics. “There are a total of 739,450
borrowers in Kuwait - out of them 429,000 are Kuwaitis,
90 percent of whom are under the age of 50. The aver-
age salary of the borrowers is KD 1,100, while the aver-
age consumer loan is of KD 3,600, and the average
housing loan is of KD 23,000,” he pointed out. 

“The loans portfolio grew by 14 percent from 2000 to
2017 from KD 1 billion to KD 12 billion. But each period
had a different growth rate. From 2000 to 2008, growth
reached 18 percent, and from 2009 to 2017, it dropped to
11 percent,” Awadhi said. “Salaries registered a growth of
12 percent between 2004 and 2017, while the cumulative
inflation rate reached 67 percent. So what cost KD 15,000
in 2004 cost KD 25,000 in 2017,” he stressed. The new
lending regulations are effective from Wednesday. 

CBK details
new lending...
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than November”. The world’s top oil exporter has
been pumping 10.7 million bpd since October, he said.

The Saudi minister acknowledged that so far there
was no fresh agreement on reducing production among
OPEC and non-OPEC producers, who struck a deal in
late 2016 to cut output by 1.8 million bpd to remedy an
oversupply crisis. “There is no consensus yet among oil
producers about cutting production,” Falih said at the
gathering. He insisted it was “premature to talk about a
specific action”, when asked about the possibility of an
output cut. “We have to study all the factors,” Falih said. 

Brent crude dropped below $70 a barrel on Friday
for the first time since April while the New York’s West
Texas Intermediate (WTI) sank below $60 a barrel, a
nine-month low. In his speech at the start of the meet-
ing Falih said the recent sharp drop in prices has “sur-
prised us”. He said the market sentiment has shifted
from one of fearing shortages to one worried about
oversupply. He also attributed the sharp drop in prices
to “microeconomic uncertainties”, and signs of a build-
up in crude inventories.

The UAE’s Mazrouei said that the goal of the OPEC

and non-OPEC cooperation was to strike a balance in
the market, adding that recommendations for possible
action will be made to next month’s ministerial confer-
ence. The latest price slump comes as the United States
has upped production of shale oil, while Saudi Arabia,
Russia and others have raised supplies of crude amid
signs of slowing demand. There have also been signs of
a softer-than-expected impact from US sanctions on
Iranian oil exports.

“Prices have been falling amid a continued rise in
crude supplies from big producers, such as Saudi
Arabia, Russia and the US, more than compensating for
lost Iranian barrels,” Forex.com analyst Fawad
Razaqzada told AFP. “With the Iranian sanctions not
being as severe as initially feared, officials from the
OPEC and non-OPEC producers may discuss at the
weekend the need to bring compliance back down... or
risk another 2014-style slide in prices.”

Producers implemented large cuts starting at the
beginning of 2017 and managed to push up oil prices
from below $30 a barrel to over $85 in October,
strongly improving their revenues. But the producer
nations eased the output cuts in June after signs of a
tighter market and higher prices, allowing hundreds of
thousands of extra barrels to hit the market.
Commerzbank, Germany’s second-largest lender, said
Friday oil producers must act to prevent a free fall of
prices. “If they fail to signal any intention to reverse the
latest increase in production, oil prices threaten to slide
further,” the bank said in a note. —  AFP 

Riyadh to cut 
oil output as...

TEHRAN: Hundreds of Iranian women attended a
crunch football match in Tehran, in a rare step seen yes-
terday as a “victory” by local newspapers and hailed by
FIFA as an “historic and festive day” for the sport.
About a thousand women were allowed into Azadi
Stadium late Saturday to watch Iranian giant Persepolis
FC battle it out in the Asian Champions League with
Japan’s Kashima Antlers, an AFP reporter said.

The Japanese side triumphed 2-0 on aggregate,
after a goalless draw in Tehran, but for the reformist
Etemad newspaper the clear winners were Iranian
women. “Women were the winners of Azadi (“Freedom”
in Farsi) match,” it said in a bold headline on its front
page. A picture on the front page of another reformist
daily, Sazandegi, showed women cheering at the stadi-
um with a headline reading: “Iranian women’s victory in
Asian finals.” Haft-e Sobh newspaper, which has no
marked political affiliation, carried a banner headline on
its front page that said: “A thousand real women.”

The Asian Football Confederation and FIFA presi-
dents praised the attendance of women at the match, in
a joint statement.  “I thank the authorities in Iran for
making it possible for a diverse and socially represen-
tative crowd to witness an extraordinary occasion,”
said AFC president Salman Al-Khalifa. “Tonight, was
historic in so many ways,” he said. Gianni Infantino,
head of world football’s governing body FIFA who
attended the match, said he was “delighted to personal-
ly” see Iranian female football fans inside the 100,000-
capacity stadium. “Today is a historic and festive day
for football, a real breakthrough,” Infantino said.

‘Handpicked’ female fans 
Women were barred from attending matches after

the 1979 Islamic revolution, with clerics arguing they
must be protected from the masculine atmosphere and
sight of semi-clad men. They have also worried about
the crush of men and women when leaving stadiums.
The ban on women in stadiums has been frequently
criticized from across the political spectrum. Yesterday,
state-run IRNA reported that authorities had allowed a
select group of 850 women fans to attend the
Persepolis-Kashima Antlers match.

Sazandegi newspaper said most were “handpicked”
and included female relatives of the local side as well as

women football and futsal players. Reformist newspa-
per Shargh reported that about 500 female fans were
kept outside the stadium gates. The AFP reporter said
the women who entered were seated in a separate
stand inside the stadium and allowed inside two hours
before the game started to avoid a crush.

After the revolution almost 40 years ago, women were
allowed to attend a football match in Iran for the first time

in November 2001 when around 20 Irish women were
among the crowd for an Iran-Ireland World Cup qualifier.
Iranian women had to wait four more years, until June 8,
2005 when a few dozens were allowed to watch an Iran-
Bahrain match, also a World Cup qualifier. After that
match, women were rarely allowed to watch men’s foot-
ball in stadiums and in very limited numbers. 

On Oct 16, however, for the first time, as many as

100 Iranian women entered Azadi stadium for a
friendly between Iran and Bolivia. The following
day, Iran’s prosecutor general warned there would
be no repeat of women watching football inside sta-
diums, saying it would “lead to sin”. But Iran’s first
vice president , Eshaq Jahangir i , urged sports
authorities “not to allow politics to affect football”,
quoted by IRNA. — AFP 

Iranian women attend Asian 
football final in rare ‘victory’

TEHRAN: Persepolis’ female fans cheer for their team during the second leg of the AFC Champions League final football match between Persepolis and Japan’s Kashima Antlers on
Saturday at the Azadi Stadium. — AFP 

Continued from Page 1

will be delivered in the future, Saleh told Al-Rai
newspaper earlier yesterday. Saleh noted that the Iraqi

people are determined to cooperate with Kuwait to
overcome the painful past; referring to the dictatorship
of Saddam Hussein and his invasion of Kuwait in 1990.
He also voiced support of Kuwait in light of the damage
caused by the recent heavy rains, adding that Iraq is
willing to provide any aid needed. — KUNA 

Saleh: Iraq keen...

PARADISE, California: Search teams scoured the car-
nage of California’s most destructive ever wildfire yester-
day, with the state-wide death toll climbing to 25 as high
winds and tinder-dry conditions hampered the effort to
save lives.  Firefighters took advantage of a brief calm
overnight to make headway against the multiple blazes,
but conditions were expected to be hellish yesterday with
winds reaching as high as 110 km an hour.

In fire zones north and south, acrid smoke blanketed
the sky for miles, the sun barely visible. On the ground,
cars caught in the blaze were reduced to metal carcasses,
while power lines were gnawed by the flames. The largest
inferno - the so-called “Camp Fire” in the foothills of the
Sierra Nevada mountains north of Sacramento - has
destroyed 6,700 homes, business and other buildings in
the town of Paradise, effectively wiping it off the map.

Local sheriff Kory Honea told a news conference late
Saturday 14 more bodies had been found in and around
the devastated community of 27,000 people, bringing the
number of dead to 23. Only two wildfires have claimed
more lives in California, the most recent more than a
quarter-century ago. Further south, where the “Woolsey
Fire” is threatening mansions and mobile homes alike in
the celebrity redoubt of Malibu, the bodies of two people
were found inside a vehicle in a long driveway, Deputy
Aura Sierra of the Sheriff’s Information Bureau said.

Mandatory evacuation orders have been issued for
more than 250,000 people across California. Rescuers
spent Saturday collecting bodies around Paradise and
placing them in a black hearse. Charred body parts were
transported by bucket, while intact remains were carried
in body bags. At the Holly Hills Mobile Estate the mobile
homes had been reduced to smoldering piles of debris.
Yellow police tape marked spots that were tagged “Doe
C” and “Doe D”, suggesting that bodies had been collect-

ed. Locals fled the danger, but police told AFP some
farmers returned to check on their cattle.

Fanned by strong winds, the “Camp Fire” has so far
scorched 105,000 acres and is 20 percent contained, the
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal
Fire) said. So far, three of the more than 3,200 firefighters
deployed have been injured. They estimate they will need
three weeks to fully contain the blaze. Local power
authorities told state officials that an outage occurred
near the spot where the fire erupted, The Sacramento Bee
reported, but there is no official cause of the blaze.

Concerns over looting were meanwhile growing, with
two so far arrested in Ventura County near LA. “If you
come into these affected areas to try and take advantage
of the destruction and the suffering of these residents,
you will be arrested, charged and we will take you to jail,”
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Chief John Benedict said.

President Donald Trump, in France for World War I
commemorations, drew criticism for an unsympathetic
reaction to the devastation. “There is no reason for these
massive, deadly and costly forest fires in California except
that forest management is so poor,” Trump tweeted,
threatening to withdraw federal support. Brian Rice, the
head of the California Professional Firefighters, slammed
the tweet as “ill-informed, ill-timed and demeaning to
those who are suffering as well as the men and women on
the front lines.” He said the president’s claim that forest
policies were mismanaged “is dangerously wrong”.

The tweet also drew political criticism. Republican
Senator Cory Gardner told ABC News yesterday: “I don’t
think it’s appropriate to threaten funding. That’s not going to
happen. Funding will be available. It always is available to
our people wherever they are, whatever disaster they are
facing.” In southern California, the “Woolsey Fire”
engulfed parts of Thousand Oaks, where the community
is still shell-shocked after a Marine Corps veteran shot
dead 12 people in a country music bar on Wednesday. It
has consumed around 83,000 acres, destroyed at least
177 buildings and was five percent contained, Cal Fire
said late Saturday.  The blaze reached Paramount Ranch,
destroying the Western Town sets used for hundreds of
productions including HBO’S sci-fi western “Westworld,”
network officials said. — AFP

Investigators in 
grim search for 
wildfire dead 


