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Aldridge double-double leads 
Spurs to victory over Rockets 
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LONDON: Clive Woodward has blamed decisions to
decline kickable penalties for England’s agonising 16-
15 loss to world champions New Zealand at a rain-
swept Twickenham on Saturday. Woodward, England’s
coach when they won the 2003 World Cup final,
added that current boss Eddie Jones ought to feel
“cranky” with the defeat.

England swept into a shock 15-0 lead on the back
of tries by Chris Ashton and co-captain Dylan Hartley.
But the All Blacks clawed their way back either side of
half-time, a try from full-back Damian McKenzie fol-
lowed by 11 points from the boot of fly-half Beauden
Barrett.

“There were lots of plus points, but they lost the
game,” Woodward told BBC Radio yesterday. “That
was a game England should have won and I’d be pret-
ty cranky this morning if I was in Eddie’s shoes,”
added Woodward, whose England side beat an
Australia team coached by Jones to win the 2003
World Cup final in Sydney.

“They lost by one point and you don’t get many
chances to beat the All Blacks.” There was drama four
minutes from time when it appeared impressive
England flanker Sam Underhill had scored a match-
winning try but French referee Jerome Garces, acting
after the television match official intervened, disal-
lowed it for offside. But Woodward said the ensuing
controversy could have been avoided if England had
gone for goal rather than opted for attacking line-outs
with successive penalties in the 48th and 49th minutes.
When Kyle Sinckler knocked on from the kind of driv-
ing maul that led to Hartley’s try, England’s chance to
extend their 15-13 lead had gone.

Barrett compounded that error when he kicked
what turned out to be a match-winning penalty from a
similar position in the 60th minute. Jones backed his
players, saying: “They feel the game, we don’t. We see
the game.” But former England centre Woodward, with
less than a year to go until next year’s World Cup in
Japan, said they should have been under instruction to
put points on the board at every available opportunity.

“Players do have to take the decisions on the pitch,
but you can also do a lot of preparation off the pitch,”
he said. “The conditions were awful. At 15-13 up and
with the clock going down, we had a chance of adding
the points to go 18-13 up. We went for the line-out.
That was a big mistake.

“If you are five points up, you drop a goal and
you’re eight points up and you win the game. Build the
score. “Everyone is harping on about the try or no try
by Sam Underhill, but for me not to take those points
was a big error,” Woodward insisted.

“We’ve got the best goalkicker in the world in
Owen Farrell. He’s a 100 percent goalkicker (although
Farrell did see his attempted conversion of Ashton’s try
hit the post).  “And Elliot Daly can kick long ones.

“These leadership decisions on the field of play are
absolutely key, especially as the clock counts down.
They are what win or lose you a World Cup and we
need to get a little bit better. —AFP
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Warriors beat Brooklyn Nets, Lakers topple Kings
SAN ANTONIO: LaMarcus Aldridge posted a double-
double and paced the host San Antonio Spurs to a 96-
89 victory over the Houston Rockets on Saturday in the
first meeting this season between the Southwest
Division rivals. Aldridge finished with 27 points and 10
rebounds, while Derrick White added 14 points and
eight assists. DeMar DeRozan and Bryn Forbes scored
13 points apiece for the Spurs, who snapped a two-
game skid. Harden led the Rockets with 25 points, but
shot just 7 of 27 from the field. Eric Gordon added 23
and Clint Capela recorded a double-double (12 points,
17 boards) for the Rockets, who dropped the final two
games of their five-game road trip while shooting just
33.3 percent (30 for 90).

RAPTORS 128, KNICKS 112
Pascal Siakam scored 14 of his career-best 23 points

in the third quarter, and Toronto remained undefeated
at home in blowing out New York. The Raptors have
won six in a row and are off to a franchise best 12-1
start to the season that includes a 7-0 home record.
Jonas Valanciunas added 19 points and 10 rebounds for
the Raptors, who shot 53.2 percent from the field. The
Knicks lost for the third time in four games despite 27
points from Tim Hardaway Jr. Enes Kanter added 15
points and 15 rebounds.

GRIZZLIES 112, 76ERS 106 (OT)
Mike Conley scored a season-high 32 points and

Marc Gasol recorded 18 points, 12 rebounds and six
assists to lead host Memphis to a comeback win
against shorthanded Philadelphia. The Grizzlies rallied
from their largest deficit of the season — 16 points-and
forced overtime when Garrett Temple’s 3-pointer tied
the score at 102-all with just under 40 seconds left. Joel
Embiid recorded his league-leading 13th double-dou-
ble with 14 points and 16 rebounds. JJ Redick scored
20, but only four in the second half. Ben Simmons also
totaled 18 points and 14 rebounds.

WARRIORS 116, NETS 100
Quinn Cook scored 19 of his 27 points in the first

half in his first start in place of the injured Stephen
Curry, helping host Golden State roll to victory over
Brooklyn. Kevin Durant had game-highs with 28 points

with 11 assists, and Klay Thompson added 24 as the
Warriors bounced back from a home loss to Milwaukee
to win convincingly despite the absence of Curry and
Draymond Green. Joe Harris fired in a team-high 24
points for Brooklyn, which was playing the second half
of a back-to-back that began with a dramatic 112-110
win at Denver on Friday night.

CLIPPERS 128, BUCKS 126 (OT)
Lou Williams hit a teardrop layup in traffic with less

than a second remaining in overtime to give Los
Angeles a signature win in beating visiting Milwaukee.
Williams, who leads the NBA in scoring off the bench,
had a modest 12 points but added 10 assists as the
Clippers have won three of their past four games.
Montrezl Harrell added 26 bench points and nine
rebounds, while Patrick Beverley scored a season-high
21 points for the Clippers. Giannis Antetokounmpo
scored 27 points with 18 rebounds and five steals for
the Bucks.

PELICANS 119, SUNS 99
Anthony Davis had 26 points and 13 rebounds as

shorthanded New Orleans led wire to wire in a rout
over visiting Phoenix. Davis led four Pelicans in dou-
ble figures as Julius Randle scored 22 points with 15
rebounds, Jrue Holiday scored 19 with nine assists,
and E’Twaun Moore added 17. The Pelicans played
without two starters as point guard Elfrid Payton and
forward Nikola Mirotic both were sidelined by
sprained right ankles. T.J. Warren scored 25, rookie
Deandre Ayton had 20 points and 12 rebounds and
Devin Booker had 12 points for the Suns, who lost for
the 10th time in 11 games.

LAKERS 101, KINGS 86
The Los Angeles Lakers have a .500 record for the

first time this season after a road win against
Sacramento. LeBron James scored 25 points for Los
Angeles, which has won four of five and six of nine.
Tyson Chandler had a team-high 12 rebounds off the
bench in his second game since joining the Lakers.
De’Aaron Fox scored 21 points to lead Sacramento.
Marvin Bagley III had 13 points off the bench and
Willie Cauley-Stein had 12 points and 12 rebounds for

the Kings, who had won six of eight coming in.

WIZARDS 116, HEAT 110
John Wall scored 28 points with nine assists, reserve

Jeff Green added 19 points and 10 rebounds and visit-
ing Washington defeated Miami for its third win of the
season. Dwight Howard had 11 points and 16 rebounds
and Bradley Beal finished with 18 points for the
Wizards, who had lost seven of their past eight games
overall and improved to 2-6 on the road. Josh
Richardson led the Heat with 24 points and Rodney
McGruder added 22. Hassan Whiteside had 15 points
and 14 rebounds as Miami lost its second straight.

BULLS 99, CAVALIERS 98
Zach LaVine scored 24 points and Wendell Carter Jr.

added 15 as Chicago got off to a quick start and held
on for a victory over visiting Cleveland. Cleveland had
one last possession to go out in front but Collin Sexton
missed a short shot inside, got his own rebound and
had his shot at the buzzer blocked by Jabari Parker. The
Bulls grabbed a much-needed victory after losing five
of their previous six games. The Bulls jumped out to a
37-23 lead after one quarter and built a 16-point lead in
the second quarter before the Cavaliers worked their
way back into the game. — Reuters

SAN ANTONIO: Eric Gordon #10 of the Houston Rockets handles the ball against the San Antonio Spurs on
Saturday at the AT&T Center in San Antonio, Texas. — AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait shooters were outstanding in the
trap event and snatched the teams trap gold medal on
the seventh day of the 8th Asian Shotgun and 11th Asian
Shotgun Championships being held at Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting Complex, which also Kuwait win
another silver medal.

The team of Talal Al-Rashidi, Khalid Al-Mudhaf and
Abdelrahman Al-Faihan scored 354 hits followed by
Kazakhstan with 345 in second place and the silver
medal and Chinese Taipie scored 338 giving them the
bronze medal. In the individual event China’s Yu Do

won gold and his compatriot Wei Dong won silver and
Kazakh Victor Khasyanov won bronze. 

The juniors silver medal went to Kuwait’s Yousuf
Al-Mutairi, Bader Al-Adwani and Salah Al-Rashidi,
while Kazakhstan won gold, with this result China
tops the medals table with (22 gold, 14 silver, 10
bronze), followed by India (5 gold, 5 silver, 2 bronze),
Kazakhstan (4 gold, 6 silver, 5 bronze), Kuwait (2
gold, 4 silver, 2 bronze), Thailand (2 gold), Singapore
(4 silver, 3 bronze), Chinese Taipie (1 silver, 6 bronze),
UAE (1 silver, 1 bronze), Japan, Qatar and Bahrain one
bronze each.

Kuwaiti shooter Al-Faihan said he was happy to win

gold with his team mates which was very tough due to
the strength of other shooters headed by China and
Kazakhstan. Al-Faihan who qualified for the Tokyo
Olympics said such tournaments provide more experi-
ence adding that he will work hard and participate in
most important international championships to be
ready for Tokyo 2020. Jordan’s shooters Fuad Madhi
said the Jordan team is a new one and just began par-
ticipating in international tournaments as the national
team was formed seven months ago.

He said the organization of the tournament in Kuwait
gave participants comfort and wished all Arabs success
in their participation. 

Kuwait shooters snatch teams trap gold at 
Asian Shotgun Championships

SAO PAULO: Record-breaking Lewis Hamilton
claimed his 10th pole of the season and
Mercedes’ 100th in Formula One on Saturday
when he dominated a rain-threatened qualifying
session for today’s Brazilian Grand Prix. The new
five-time world champion clocked a track record
best lap in one minute and 7.281 seconds on his
second run in the final session to boost his hopes
of a rare Interlagos victory and Mercedes bid for
a fifth straight teams’ title. 

That lifted him clear of Sebastian Vettel of
Ferrari by almost one-tenth of a second with his
Mercedes team-mate Valtteri Bottas, who took
pole last year, third ahead of Kimi Raikkonen in
the second Ferrari. Hamilton was delighted with
pole. “That was a tough session,” he said. “The
weather was going up and down.Ferrari are very
quick this weekend, but we did a lot of work to
make sure we are ready.

“It’s great to be here in Brazil-I have Ayrton
Senna’s design on my helmet.” The leading four
drivers were scrapping for any advantage for
their teams as Ferrari bid to out-score Mercedes
by 13 points to keep alive their bid to stop them
retaining the constructors’ championship. It was
a record-increasing 82nd pole for Hamilton, who
has won only once in Brazil, in 2016, and the first
time he has taken a pole position in any races
after he has won the championship.  Max
Verstappen was fifth ahead of his Red Bull team-
mate Daniel Ricciardo, Marcus Ericsson and his
Sauber team-mate Charles Lerclerc, Romain
Grosjean of Haas and Pierre Gasly of Toro Rosso.
Vettel was called to the stewards after the ses-
sion following an incident when he was sum-
moned to the weighbridge, refused to turn off his
engine and destroyed the scales when he drove
off them. “I think it’s better if I don’t say any-
thing,” said Vettel afterwards. “They shouldn’t
call us like that. When the conditions are like that,
it’s not fair. I wanted them to hurry up.” Vettel
still retained second place on the grid after a
stewards’ inquiry only reprimanded and fined him
for destroying the weighbridge. The four-time
champion was instead fined 25,000 euros. “The
stewards found that the driver failed to follow the
instructions of the relevant officials for the safe
and orderly conduct of the event and order a
reprimand (non-driving) and a fine of 25,000
euros,” said a statement. — AFP
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Kenyan double as 
Misoi and Muriuki 
win Athens Marathon
ATHENS: Kenya’s Brimin Kipkorir Misoi won the 36th Athens Classic
Marathon on Sunday clocking the 42.195km distance in two hours, 10
minutes and 56 seconds. He missed the course record by 19 seconds
set by fellow Kenyan Felix Kandie four years ago.

The next two spots were taken by Ethiopians Tiruneh Workneh
Tesfa in second with a time of 2:12.52 and Azmeraw Mengistu third in
2:13.20. Shelmith Muriuki made it a Kenyan double as she won the
women’s race in 2:36.46.

A record 18,750 runners from 105 countries took part in the
marathon which began near the tumulus erected for the Greek dead
from the Battle of Marathon in 490BC and ended in the Panathenaic
Stadium in Athens, site of the first modern Olympics in 1896.

The marathon course includes going through the small town of
Mati where 99 people lost their lives in a forest fire this past summer.
Many of the runners wore green headbands from the 12 to the 16km
section of the race in support of a project launched by the race organ-
isers to regenerate the region with trees along that section of the
course. Another 36,250 participated in the shorter 5km and 10km
races in downtown Athens. According to the satirist Lucian of
Samosata, writing over 600 years after the Battle of Marathon, the
runner Pheidippides ran from the battlefield to Athens to announce
news of a famous victory over the Persians, before dying of exhaus-
tion. Baron de Coubertin, creator of the modern Olympics, introduced
the race into the first Games in Athens when it was won by the Greek
water-carrier Spiridon Louis.  — AFP


