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Liverpool continue title 
push against fading Fulham

Klopp’s side continue unbeaten start to Premier League season 
LIVERPOOL: Liverpool returned to the top of the
Premier League table-temporarily at least-with a 2-0
win at home to basement club Fulham at Anfield yester-
day. Jurgen Klopp’s side continued their unbeaten start
to the Premier League season as Mohamed Salah’s
eighth goal this term and a second from the recalled
Xherdan Shaqiri helped them equal their best start to a
campaign.

While the scoreline suggested a comfortable victory,
the game appeared to turn on a controversial decision
five minutes before half-time. Fulham captain Tom
Cairney’s curling cross was headed home by Serbian
striker Aleksandar Mitrovic but the linesman’s flag was
up for offside.

Liverpool goalkeeper Alisson quickly passed the ball
to Trent Alexander-Arnold whose perfect pass released
Salah to put the ball in the Fulham net seconds after the
visitors’ thought they had taken the lead.

Fulham’s sense of injustice will only have been
heightened when replays suggested Mitrovic’s effort
could well have been allowed to stand, with the London
club seemingly on the wrong end of the kind of deci-
sion that so often goes against teams at the bottom of
the table. Liverpool, however, might suggest they were
due some luck after an incorrect flag had denied them a
possible victory over Arsenal a week earlier.

After an impeccably-observed minute’s silence to
mark the centenary of the Armistice in World War I, it
was Liverpool who started the stronger. Alexander-
Arnold’s low cross eventually found Sadio Mane and he
should have done better with a shot which drifted well
wide. Roberto Firmino, operating in the hole behind

Salah, found space to feed Shaqiri, whose shot flew just
wide of the post.

Liverpool manager Klopp had asked his team to
rediscover the joy in their football following their shock
midweek Champions League defeat by Red Star
Belgrade, and it almost arrived 15 minutes in. 

Salah and Firmino twice exchanged give-and-goes
to cut Fulham apart but Sergio Rico was swiftly off his
line to deny the Egyptian. Liverpool continued to press,
with Fabinho’s fine diagonal headed over by Alexander-
Arnold, while Salah’s powerful drive from a narrow
angle was turned away by Rico.

Indeed a rare mistake from Joe Gomez presented
Fulham with the game’s best chance midway through
the half.  The England defender failed to deal with
Mitrovic’s header, allowing Ryan Sessegnon to close in
on goal but he somehow pulled his shot wide with only
Alisson to beat.

Fulham were encouraged and a few minutes later
Andre Schurrle’s drive was spilled by Alisson, with a
timely intervention by Virgil van Dijk required to clear
the danger. But Salah’s opener allowed Liverpool to
gain control and they underlined their dominance eight
minutes into the second half when a short corner rou-
tine saw Andy Robertson’s curling cross find an
unmarked Shaqiri, who scored with a fine volley.

This defeat was Fulham’s seventh successive loss in
all competitions and sixth in a row in the league. And
while their performance at Anfield was far better than
last week’s showing at Huddersfield, this result will do
little to ease the pressure on manager Slavisa
Jokanovic. — AFP

LIVERPOOL: Fulham’s Belgian defender Denis Odoi (L) slides in to tackle Liverpool’s Brazilian midfielder
Roberto Firmino (R) during the English Premier League football match between Liverpool and Fulham at
Anfield in Liverpool, north west England yesterday. — AFP

DHAKA: Mominul Haque and Mushfiqur Rahim
shared a record partnership with centuries apiece
to put Bangladesh in a strong position in the sec-
ond Test against Zimbabwe in Dhaka yesterday.

Mominul made 161 while Mushfiqur added an
unbeaten 111 as Bangladesh reached 303-5 at
stumps on the opening day at Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium. Mominul and Mushfiqur shared
266 runs in their fourth wicket stand, helping
Bangladesh bounce back from 26-3 to cross the
200-run mark for the first time in their last nine
Test innings.

Mominul faced 242 balls and hit 19 fours in his
seventh Test century, while Mushfiqur smashed
nine fours for his sixth Test hundred. They sur-
passed Bangladesh’s previous record-high for a
fourth wicket stand of 180 runs, shared by Mominul
and Liton Das against Sri Lanka earlier this year.

After some early success, Zimbabwe had to wait
for the second new ball to break the partnership,
when Tendai Chatara forced Mominul to give a
catch at gully to Brian Chari. “There’s a bit of
regret of course. My dismissal brought along
another wicket. It would have been better had I
batted for longer for the team,” Mominul said.

“It was the type of wicket where losing a wicket
was always around the corner. So it was important
that we were concentrating fully.” Kyle Jarvis
removed nightwatchman Taijul Islam for four in the
penultimate over of the day to give Zimbabwe a
boost before stumps. Zimbabwe, buoyed by their
151-run victory in Sylhet-their first Test win in five
years-applied pressure in the first hour through
their seamers and were rewarded early.

The visitors hammered Bangladesh in the morn-
ing session as paceman Jarvis removed openers
Imrul Kayes and Liton while Donald Tiripano
handed debutant Mohammad Mithun a duck. Jarvis
forced an inside edge from Imrul Kayes to earn the
first breakthrough as wicketkeeper Regis
Chakabva took the catch.

Imrul, who faced 16 balls, was unable to open
his account. Fellow opener Liton picked out the
midwicket fielder Brendon Mavuta after he flicked
Jarvis in the bowler’s next over. Liton earlier was
reprieved on nought as the third umpire Rod
Tucker overturned a caught behind dismissal fol-
lowing a replay.

Mominul and Mushfiqur joined together after
Mithun poked Tiripano at slip for a catch of Taylor.
Chari dropped Mominul on nine at the backward
point off Chatara before the left-hander eased the
pressure with some positive strokes and put
Bangladesh in command slowly. — AFP
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SYDNEY: David Miller and Faf du Plessis scored
sparkling centuries in a partnership of 252 runs as South
Africa beat Australia by 40 runs in a one-day interna-
tional in Hobart yesterday to win the three-match series
2-1. The Proteas skipper contributed 125 to South
Africa’s 320 for five but it was Miller’s 139 that really
caught the eye, a 108-ball assault on the Australian
bowlers that featured 13 fours and four brutal sixes.

Dale Steyn kept up the momentum by dismissing
Chris Lynn with the first ball of the Australia innings, and
his fellow pacemen Kagiso Rabada and Lungi Ngidi
soon sent Aaron Finch and Travis Head on their way to
reduce their hosts to 39-3. Shaun Marsh (106) steadied
the innings in a fourth-wicket stand of 107 with Marcus
Stoinis (63) but once he departed four balls after record-
ing his sixth ODI century, home hopes of only a third win
in 14 one-dayers this year faded.

Steyn (3-45) returned to remove Alex Carey for 42,
leaving Glenn Maxwell (35) as the last recognised bats-
man, but he was unable to score quickly enough to chal-
lenge the South African tally and Australia finished on
280-9. “From the batting point of view we were good
today but I thought from a ‘death bowling’ point of view
we were excellent,” Du Plessis said at the presentation.
“It was a great game.”

Australia, who bounced back from losing the series
opener in Perth by six wickets to beat the Proteas by
seven runs in Adelaide on Friday, won the toss and sent

the tourists in to bat at Bellerive Oval. Mitchell Starc and
Stoinis combined to remove the first three batsmen for
55 runs but that only served to bring Du Plessis and
Miller together for their record stand-the highest for the
fourth wicket by a pair of South Africans.

Miller benefited from a DRS call that overturned an
lbw decision when he was on 41 and made the most of
what looked like a fortuitous reprieve as he and his cap-
tain plundered 130 runs off the last 10 overs, 75 in the
last five alone.

Du Plessis’s 114-ball innings included 15 fours and two
sixes and was his 10th in international one-dayers, while
Miller’s vindicated his elevation up the batting order. The
same could not be said of Lynn’s promotion to opener
and Australia still have plenty of question marks over
their batting ahead of their defence of the World Cup in
England next year. “Once you get ‘in’ you can really cash
in the back overs here,” said Australia skipper Finch.
“Maybe we mis-executed a little bit but they also batted
extremely well.” — Reuters
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HOBART: South Africa celebrate with the trophy after defeating Australia in the third one-day international
cricket match to take the series 2-1 in Hobart yesterday. —AFP

HONG KONG: Kashima Antlers head coach Go Oiwa
proclaimed the Japanese side’s battling draw in Iran to
capture a first Asian Champions League title as more
fulfilling than pushing Real Madrid all the way in the
FIFA Club World Cup final two years ago.

Kashima claimed their first continental title with a
gutsy scoreless draw against Persepolis at the imposing
Azadi Stadium on Saturday to seal an aggregate victo-
ry following a 2-0 win on home soil in last week’s open-
ing leg. With the victory, Oiwa’s team became the sec-
ond Japanese club in a row to win the Asian Champions
League after Urawa Reds’ success in 2017, earning
Kashima another trip to the FIFA Club World Cup in
the United Arab Emirates next month.

“I am so proud that we have won the Asian
Champions League title for the first time,” Oiwa told
reporters. “We played Real Madrid in the final of the
FIFA Club World Cup two years ago but, for me,
tonight is more satisfying as we won the title.

“The name of Kashima Antlers will now echo

throughout Asia.” Oiwa was an assistant coach when
Kashima, who qualified as J.League champions,
reached the final of the 2016 FIFA Club World Cup on
home soil and he took over at the helm when Masatada
Ishii was fired six months later.

In that final, a Cristiano Ronaldo hat-trick carried
Real to a 4-2 extra-time victory in Yokohama and
Antlers could face the Spanish giants again in the semi-
finals of the global tournament next month if they can
find a way past Mexico’s Guadalajara.

Antlers’ Asian title was built on an impressive win in
the first leg when Brazilian duo Leo Silva and Serginho
scored to give the eight-times Japanese champions a
significant advantage for the second leg in front of
80,000 fans in Tehran.

Despite a concerted effort by Branko Ivankovic’s
side to haul themselves back into the tie, with striker Ali
Alipour a constant threat, Kashima held firm to become
the third Japanese club to win the Asian Champions
League since its 2002 inception. “It was a very tough
game but my players were very mobile, battled well and
I am delighted with the result. I lost my voice but it is
worth it,” Oiwa added. “Persepolis were the strongest
team we played in the Asian Champions League this
year. It is not just the team and tactics, but their fans
too, who were magnificent. “I said that our aim was to
win in the Azadi Stadium but we all saw how difficult it
is to play Persepolis in their home ground. I wish them
all the best.” — Reuters

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s skipper Dinesh Chandimal will
miss the second Test against England after injuring
himself in the opening match of the series, the cricket
board said yesterday.

It is also doubtful he will return for the third and final
Test after being ruled out by doctors for two weeks, Sri
Lanka Cricket said. Suranga Lakmal will lead Sri Lanka
while Charith Asalanka will be inducted into the team
as a replacement.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka team manager Charith
Senanayake quit for “personal reasons” and was
replaced by Jeryl Woutersz, the SLC said. The next Test
against England begins Wednesday at Pallekele and the
final match will be in Colombo from November 23 to 27.
England have taken a 1-0 lead in the series.  

Meanwhile, off-spinner Akila Dananjaya was report-
ed over a suspect bowling action during the first Test
which England won by 211 runs, the International
Cricket Council said yesterday. “Dananjaya’s bowling
action will now be scrutinised further under the ICC
process relating to suspected illegal bowling actions
reported in Tests, ODIs and T20Is,” the governing body
of the sport said in a statement.

Dananjaya, 25, took two wickets giving away 184
runs in the match that concluded in four days at Galle
on Friday. The match officials’ report, which was handed
over to the Sri Lanka team management, cited concerns
about the legality of his bowling action, the ICC said.

He is required to undergo testing within two weeks
and, during this period, Dananjaya is permitted to con-
tinue bowling in international cricket until the results
are known, the ICC added.

There was no immediate comment from Sri Lanka
Cricket. The second Test starts in Pallekele on
Wednesday and the third and final match in the series
will begin in Colombo on November 23. — AFP
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PRAGUE: The Czech Republic won their sixth Fed Cup title
in eight years yesterday as world doubles number one
Katerina Siniakova outlasted American Sofia Kenin 7-5 5-7
7-5 in front of a boisterous, sold-out home crowd.

In an exciting back-and-forth rubber lasting three hours

45 minutes, Siniakova held off the 19-year-old Fed Cup debu-
tante to give the Czechs a 3-0 win in the final against a
United States team who were the defending champions but
were missing their top players.

Despite also losing their two best players just before
the final, the Czechs proved their dominance in the
women’s team tournament this decade, leaning on the hus-
tle of Siniakova. “It was an unbelievable match for me. It
was up and down, nerves,” the 22-year-old Siniakova said
on the court after the marathon match that was just short
of the longest rubber-at four hours flat-in Fed Cup history.
“I am just terribly happy I won.” Siniakova, who won the
French Open and Wimbledon doubles titles with her Czech
team mate Barbora Krejcikova this season, proved too
much in the end for the Russian-born Kenin, who cried

after the match and was consoled by her team mates.
With the Czechs an unassailable 3-0 up in the best-of-five

final, the second reverse singles and the doubles were can-
celled. The competition’s two most successful nations were
meeting in a Fed Cup final for the first time in more than three
decades. The U.S. team, though, fielded three Fed Cup new-
comers, including Kenin, as they were without Serena and
Venus Williams, holders of a combined 30 grand slam singles
titles, along with world number six Sloane Stephens and
Madison Keys, semi-finalist at both Roland Garros and
Flushing Meadows.

On the Czech side, world number eight Karolina Pliskova
pulled out with injury and twice Wimbledon champion Petra
Kvitova could only cheer from the bench after fighting illness
this week. —Reuters
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