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Handing back Kuwaiti archives
step forward: Iraqi official

Looted items returned in ceremony at Diplomatic Institute 

KUWAIT: Handing back state TV and
radio archives to Kuwait comes as a step
within Iraq’s determination to make amends
and fully restore relations with Kuwait on
the backdrop of the 1990 invasion and
occupation, an Iraqi senior diplomat said
yesterday. Iraq is keen to build bilateral
relations with neighborly Kuwait on a
sound foundation in lieu of the relationship
to return even better, said Iraqi Foreign
Ministry Undersecretary Hazem Al-
Youssefi. He made the remarks on the side-
lines of a ceremony held yesterday at Saud
Al-Nasser Al-Sabah Diplomatic Institute to
celebrate the archives handing in.

Having newly-elected President
Barham Saleh make Kuwait his first desti-
nation for an official visit abroad is proof
that good relations with Kuwait is in the
heart of Iraq’s political interests, noted
Youssefi, adding that handing back the
archives also comes in line with relevant
Security Council resolutions. It came
“after efforts were exerted, in accordance
with Security Council resolution 2107,”
added the official. Iraqi forces looted
Kuwaiti national archives, including those
of TV and Radio, during the seven-month
occupation of Kuwait in 1990-91.

Nasser Al-Hayyen, Assistant Foreign

Minister for International Organizations,
said meanwhile that Kuwaiti POWs and
the missing during the invasion is the
most important issue for Kuwait. “We see
the fate of the 369 missing as a pressing
issue. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs will
spare no effort  in this  regard,” he
stressed. However, UNDP Resident
Representat ive and Coordinator in
Kuwait Dr Tarek El-Sheikh said that such
positive step; which Kuwaiti and Iraqi for-
eign ministries deserve praise for, mani-
fests determination of both countries to
turn a new leaf and carry on with the best
of neighborly conduct. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Iraqi Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Hazem Al-Youssefi (center) attends a ceremony held yesterday at Saud Al-Nasser Al-Sabah Diplomatic
Institute to celebrate handing back state TV and radio archives to Kuwait. —KUNA

Items looted from the Kuwaiti national archives during the Iraqi Invasion of
Kuwait, are seen after being returned to Kuwait.

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT:  The Memorial Museum at Al-Shaheed Park is
displaying photographs by Greg Marsden taken during the
1990-1991 Gulf War. Marsden, a former US military man
who also served as a temporary policeman during the
transition period, used his ‘toy camera’ to capture historic
events of that time. “I was not expecting these photo-
graphs to end up here at the exhibition hall of the memori-
al museum. These photographs were kept in my house for
many years, until I meet a guy from Kuwait recently,” he
said. “I was just assisting a friend at a Sydney photo
exhibit when I met Saad Al-Sarrah, a young Kuwaiti who
encouraged me to display my photos in Kuwait. I had
casually told him about my war photographs. They were
not even displayed in that expo. But I agreed to the idea to
display my photos because I haven’t returned to Kuwait
since I returned to America, and later settled in Australia
because I married an Australian,” Marsden said.

He said the old photos were kept for many years in his
cabinet. “The camera I had used was almost a toy camera.
I had received it along with a bunch of letters sent to us by
schoolchildren from my state in the US. They were encour-
aged by the government to send letters of support and
care packages to our soldiers, so I got that ‘toy camera’.

When I returned home, I almost forgot that camera,
because I retired from military service. I studied and even-
tually got a doctorate and an executive job. I remembered
those photos when I met Saad in Australia. I searched for
them among my things and I found them,” he recalled.

Marsden was in his early 20s during the war. He came
back on Thursday to Kuwait after 27 years. “What nostal-
gic moments when I see Kuwait now! The picture of
Kuwait stuck in my head during 1991 was only of ruins and
devastation brought by war. Now I see Kuwait as a very
amazing place, and to come back here as a professional
photographer is very emotional,” he said.  

Sarrah said Marsden’s photographs are memories of
war and it is worth the time checking them out and
remembering the past. “When I met Marsden, I was
amazed because he was narrating some of his experiences
during his service in Kuwait. Then he told me about the
photos. Of course, I told him to exhibit his photos in
Kuwait because we all deserve to see those pictures. He
agreed, and there you go. They will be displayed only for
two days and some of them will be donated to the museum
and others probably will be sold,” said Sarrah, who served
as the event organizer. 

Sarrah was only five years of age during the Gulf War.
An event planner at Al-Shaheed Park Museums said she
was approached by Sarrah about the photo exhibit. “It was
really timely and appropriate because the photos were
about the war and we have a memorial museum dedicated
for Gulf War POWs and heroes of war. The photos are all
captured during those times, so we told him to display
them at the memorial,” she said. Marsden considers him-
self as professional photographer and has a street photog-
raphy workshop scheduled in Kuwait on Nov16-17, before
returning to Australia.  

‘Toy camera’ captures
historic events of
1990-1991 Gulf War 

KUWAIT: Greg Marsden speaks to visitors of his photo
gallery at the Memorial Museum in Al-Shaheed Park.
— Photos by Ben Garcia

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Municipal Council Osama Al-
Otaibi denied reports that the council asked the Civil Service
Commission to appoint eight expat advisors at the commis-
sion. He said the commission’s request was for two Kuwaiti
advisors, one with a PhD in law and the other with a PhD in
media with experience, to help the council with the media.
He said there are six secretaries and typists for council mem-
bers who are expats because Kuwaiti youth do not accept
“service help” contracts because of the low salaries.

Council didn’t
request hiring
expat advisors

KUWAIT: Kuwait International Book Fair, due to open
today and held under His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah’s patronage, is
one of specialized cultural events in the region and Arab
world, a Kuwaiti official said. The book fair, to be opened
by Minister of Information Mohammad Al-Jabri, features
around 505 publishers, 35 government departments, nine
organiztaions and 12 reading clubs, said Saad Al-Enezi,
Director of the book fair. He added that the book fair, due
until November 24, would be an opportunity for writers,
intellectuals and cultural officials to meet under one roof.
Enezi said book fair, which would include many events,
would create an atmosphere of literature, culture and
knowledge between publishers and readers, as well as
advancing book industry to ultimately impacted tourism
with hotels receiving more than 900 guests. —KUNA

Kuwait book fair
slated for today


