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Manning silences his critics, 
influences Giants comeback
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JOHANNESBURG: Former Olympic Games
football gold medalists Cameroon find them-
selves among minnows this week when African
qualifying for the 2020 Tokyo tournament
kicks off. The central African country host
Chad in Yaounde Friday with the second leg of
the first round tie set for N’Djamena next
Tuesday.

Cameroon and Chad are far apart when it
comes to football achievements with the for-
mer qualifying seven times for the World Cup,
a record for an African country. Chad are
among the weakest football nations in the con-
tinent, never making an international impact at
national team or club levels. A Cameroon team
including Samuel Eto’o won the 2000 Sydney
Olympic Games gold medal match against
Spain on penalties after a 2-2 draw. 

However, poor resul ts  in  the past  two
African qualifying competitions have prevent-
ed the central Africans being among 13 coun-
tries given byes to the second round. In a 2012
London Olympics qualifier, Cameroon lost on
penalties to Tanzania, and were ousted by
Sierra Leone on away goals in a 2016 Rio de
Janeiro eliminator. With the Chad fixtures tak-
ing place during an international window,
Cameroon can pick young foreign-based pro-
fessionals as the qualifiers are an under-23
competition.

Ghana, bronze medal ists  at  the 1992
Barcelona Olympics, are another country who
must compete in the first round, facing fellow
west Africans Togo in Kumasi and Lome. Like
Cameroon, the fall from grace of Ghana can be
traced to early exits from the last two qualify-
ing competi t ions. They were shocked by
Sudan in a 2012 eliminator and eliminated by
Congo Brazzaville after a penalty shootout in
the last edition. 

Guinea were among the African contenders
at the 1968 Mexico City Olympics, but have
not qualified since. They set off on a journey
they hope will lead to Japan by travelling to
Nouakchott for a match against Mauritania, a
rapidly improving football nation. It was also a
long time ago that Sudan made their sole
appearance, at the 1972 Munich Games, and
their  2020 campaign begins away to the
Seychelles.   

Mauritius, the other Indian Ocean island
state competing, visit Kenya, and there are also
a number of match-ups between neighboring
countries. Violence-torn Somalia make a rare
international appearance, but the security situ-
ation in capital Mogadishu means the home fix-
ture against Ethiopia has been moved to
Djibouti . First  legs are scheduled for
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday with the
return matches on Sunday and Tuesday. — AFP 
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Faced mounting calls to be benched in recent weeks 
SAN FRANCISCO: Eli Manning shrugged off specula-
tion about his future to lead the New York Giants to a
come-from-behind 27-23 victory over the San
Francisco 49ers at Levi’s Stadium on Monday. Giants
quarterback Manning, who has faced mounting calls to
be benched in recent weeks, held his nerve to conjure a
late game-winning drive and give New York only its
second win of the season.

The two-time Super Bowl winner found Sterling
Shepard for a three-yard touchdown pass to seal a
nine-play 75-yard drive which put the Giants ahead
with just 53 seconds remaining. Manning finished with
three touchdowns and 188 yards from 19 completions
as the Giants improved to 2-7 in the NFC East. San
Francisco fell to 2-8 and remain at the bottom of the
NFC West. “I’m just happy to be playing football,”
Manning said afterward when asked about recent criti-
cism. “This is what I love to do. I have great team-
mates, great support. Hopefully we can keep this feel-
ing going.”

Earlier, Robbie Gould had opened the scoring for the
49ers with a 53-yard field goal before the Giants took
the lead near the end of the first quarter when Manning
connected with Odell Beckham Jr. for a 10-yard touch-
down. San Francisco did not have to wait long to regain
the lead however, and was back in front in the opening
minutes of the second quarter when running back Matt
Breida crashed over from three yards out for a touch-
down. Once again however, the Giants offense strug-
gled to turn possession into touchdowns and had to be
content with an Aldrick Rosas field goal to tie it at 10-
10. Gould’s second field goal put San Francisco 13-10
ahead at half-time, and the 49ers stretched their lead
midway through the third quarter with a second touch-
down from Breida. 

This time the running back turned receiver, collect-
ing an 11-yard completion from back-up quarterback
Nick Mullens to cap a 60-yard drive and make it 20-10.

But just when San Francisco appeared to be taking
control, the Giants offense finally managed to string a
scoring drive together. Beckham grabbed his second
touchdown of the night on a 20-yard pass from
Manning and then Rosas added a field goal to tie it at
20-20. Gould’s third field goal of the night put San
Francisco ahead 23-20 with 2:46 remaining, but
Manning produced an ice-cold final drive to hand New
York the win. 

Concussion case
In related news, the National Hockey League has

reached a settlement with nearly 320 former players
who filed a concussion lawsuit alleging the league bore
responsibility for the effects of head injuries and trau-
ma, a statement said Monday. Under the terms of the
deal, the NHL, which is not admitting liability for any of
the players’ claims, will pay up to $22,000 per player
and will also foot the bill for medical treatment arising
from head injuries.

“The NHL does not acknowledge any liability for
any of Plaintiffs’ claims in these cases,” the league said.
“However, the parties agree that the settlement is a fair
and reasonable resolution and that it is in the parties’
respective best interests to receive the benefits of the
settlement and to avoid the burden, risk and expense of
further litigation.” Under the terms of the deal, which
follows more than four years of legal wrangling, former
players who accept the settlement will receive access
to neuropsychological testing.

The league will pay up to $75,000 in medical treat-
ment costs for any individual who tests positive on at
least two of 13 specific cognitive/behavioral assess-
ments carried out by the Sports Neuropsychological
Society. Total cash payments of just under $7 million, or
$22,000 per player, would also be available. The agree-
ment will also see more than $2.5 million put into a
“common good” fund which will be available to all ex-

NHL players, including those not involved in the law-
suit. The deal, which was set out in a 56-page document,
covers 146 former players represented in the lawsuit as
well as a further 172 players who retained legal counsel
in the case. The agreement states that the NHL’s total
payment cannot exceed $18.9 million. Pittsburgh

Penguins star Sidney Crosby, who missed a total of 100
regular-season games and the 2011 playoffs due to con-
cussion symptoms, is not part of the settlement and said
Monday after practice he has not paid close attention to
the court case, but stressed the need for league and
player agreement and cooperation. —AFP 

SANTA CLARA: Eli Manning #10 of the New York Giants passes against the San Francisco 49ers during their NFL
game at Levi’s Stadium. —AFP   

DUBLIN: Six Nations Grand Slam champions Ireland
present enough of a challenge for world champions New
Zealand in Saturday’s Test for the Kiwis not to have to be
motivated by a painful defeat in 2016, says Ryan Crotty.
The 30-year-old inflicted his own pain on the Irish in 2013
in Dublin scoring a try off the last move of the match which
was converted to snatch victory after their opponents had
led 22-17.

He believes a clash between the top two-ranked teams
in the world in the cauldron of Lansdowne Road was more
than a player could ask for. “How can you not be excited if
you’ve got this opportunity to play?” said Crotty at a
press conference. “It’s two of the best teams in the world
going at it, over here, awesome atmosphere, awesome sta-
dium great fans. “You don’t need to go anywhere else, you
don’t need to dip into the past to find the desire and the
intensity to play and play well.”

Hooker Dane Coles, who provided the pass for Crotty
to score that day in Dublin, said he and his team-mates did
not want to endure what they did in Chicago. “I think
we’re doing everything in our power for that not to happen
again, because we (he and Crotty) were both involved in
Chicago and it wasn’t a great feeling,” said Coles. “We can
talk about history and stuff like that, but it’s all about this
week. “We won’t be dipping into the past for extra motiva-
tion. “There’ll be plenty of motivation just to concentrate
on this week and hopefully get the job done.”

Crotty, who missed out on the victorious World Cup
squad in 2015, and Coles appear to have the same under-
standing off the pitch as on it. Their teamwork came to the
fore when Crotty was asked did the All Blacks have the

same intensity going into this match as they did in 2016
when they came to Dublin a few weeks after the Chicago
defeat and beat the Irish.  “I hope so,” said Crotty. “We’re
going to need to. If we don’t we....” “Come off second
best,” interjected Coles.

‘Outstanding rugby side’ 
Coles, who was a key member of the 2015 World Cup

winning side but injuries over the past couple of years
have seen Codie Taylor take his place in the starting XV,
says Ireland coach Joe Schmidt has given the Irish a much
more formidable array of skills than they had in the past.
“They’ve definitely got a more all-round game,” said the
31-year-old.

“They’re not the classic team who just scrums and

drives, their skill-sets are huge and we’ve felt defeat and
stuff like that. “They can actually play, the forwards have
great skill-sets, massive respect for them.  “They’ve prob-
ably added their own little taste to international footy
over the last six/seven years.” Crotty, who jokes he has
had to apologize to every Irishman he has met since he
scored that try in 2013, doesn’t agree the perception of
their opponents has changed since Schmidt took over in
2013 even though their last three matches have been far
closer than many of the encounters prior to his era. “They
are just an outstanding rugby side,” said Crotty. “I don’t
think they’ve never not been seen in that light. “I don’t
know if the perception has changed but I think the
respect is definitely there that they are one of the best
teams in world rugby.” — AFP 
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DUBLIN: In this file photo taken on November 10, 2018, Ireland’s fly-half Jonathan Sexton kicks the ball up-field
during the international rugby union match between Ireland and Argentina at the Aviva Stadium. — AFP 

KANDY: England captain Joe Root had words of sympa-
thy for Sri Lanka spinner Akila Dananjaya who will go into
the second Test today with his bowling action under inves-
tigation by cricket’s world body. Root was questioned
about Dananjaya as it was announced that England would
keep the same team that hammered Sri Lanka in the first
Test with Ben Stokes playing as number three batsman
and Jonny Bairstow kept out despite being fit again.

Sri Lanka has insisted that the 25-year-old off-spinner
Dananjaya is ready to play despite the International
Cricket Council reporting him for his bowling in the first
Test. “It is an unfortunate thing he has to deal with,” said
Root.  “Ultimately for us we played him at Galle pretty well
throughout the last game. “If you see anyone with a ques-
tion mark by their action, you hope they get through and it
doesn’t hamper their career. It is never nice to see.” Root
said the suspect action had not shocked him. “It didn’t
really stand out to me personally,” he added. “It doesn’t
matter what his action is like, it’s how we play him. It’s how
it comes down to us playing the ball, being skilful enough
to react to the delivery on the surface.” The match umpires
reported Dananjaya’s action after the first Test, which
England won by 211 runs. He took two wickets for 184 runs.
Under ICC rules Dananjaya must undergo testing at an
approved ICC centre within two weeks and he is expected
to fly to Australia as soon as the second Test ends.

Stokes boosted 
“There are no ICC rules saying he cannot play,” said

Suranga Lakmal, who will captain Sri Lanka in the absence

of injured Dinesh Chandimal. “He can still play and he’s in a
good mentality, he will still play the next match and correct
his mistake.” England’s unchanged team may mean Root
and coach Trevor Bayliss want Ben Stokes to establish
himself as a regular number three — a troublesome posi-
tion for England.

Stokes, who batted number five in the first Test, had
been in competition with Jos Buttler for a boost up the
order. Moeen Ali has fallen out of contention after scoring
just three runs in two innings in the first Test. Stokes has
played 64 of his 85 Test knocks at number six. The
England coaching staff believe however that his technique
is suited to a higher position. Bairstow, England’s first-
choice wicketkeeper-batsman for the past three years, was
believed to have recovered from ankle ligament damage
suffered in the one-day series. But Ben Foakes’ stunning
debut as stand-in made a change difficult. Speaking before
the line-up was announced, Root highlighted the need for
the team to remain flexible. “I think you have to adjust, to
be as adaptable as possible,” said Root.— AFP 

England captain sides
with Sri Lanka’s
suspect spinner

NEW YORK: Los Angeles Angels pitching and hitting star
Shohei Ohtani and Atlanta Braves outfielder Ronald Acuna
Jr were named Major League Baseball’s Rookies of the
Year on Monday. Ohtani, a 24-year-old Japanese sensa-
tion, became the first player in major league history with
20 home runs and 50 strikeouts as a pitcher in the same
season, a two-way effort unseen since iconic Babe Ruth a
century ago.

Acuna, a 20-year-old Venezuelan who became the
youngest major leaguer when he joined Atlanta in April, hit
.293 with 26 homers and drove in 64 runs over 111 games
to win the National League award. Ohtani captured the
American League rookie award over New York Yankees
infielders Miguel Andujar and Gleyber Torres while
Washington outfielder Juan Soto and Los Angeles
Dodgers right-handed pitcher Walker Buehler lost out in
the National.

Attention was upon Ohtani from the moment he arrived
in the Angels’ pre-season training camp after five seasons
with Japan’s Hokkaido Nippon Ham Fighters, helping them
witn the 2016 Japan Series crown before leaving after the
2017 campaign. Ohtani was attempting something unseen
in the major leagues since Ruth in 1919 with Boston, a
starting spot in the pitching rotation and as a full-time bat-
ter, serving as the Angels’ designated hitter.

A torn ligament in his right elbow in June cut short
dreams of a full season in both roles, but the work he pro-
duced before the injury and in a late-season comeback as
a hitter with a brief mound return showed his amazing dual
role skill. —AFP
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KANDY: England cricket captain Joe Root delivers the
ball during a practice session at the Pallekele
International Cricket Stadium. —AFP 


