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Lexus LC 500 steals the show in seventh 
round of 2018 AUTOBACS SUPER GT500 

Ryo Hirakawa and Nick Cassidy of No 1 KeePer TOM’S LC 500 finished first

BANGKOK: The death of a 13-year-old boy,
knocked out during a Thai boxing match, has
inflamed debate about whether children should be
allowed to take part in a dangerous sport that
many of them see as their only chance of escaping
poverty. Anucha Kochana was pronounced dead
from a brain hemorrhage on Monday after he was
knocked out in a match on the outskirts of
Bangkok on Sunday evening.

Thai boxing, or Muay Thai as it is known, is a
passion in Thailand with millions of boys dreaming
of glory in the ring, and a life of riches, for them
and their families, that success can bring. But the
sport is governed by few rules - children of any
age can box in an organized match - leaving them
at risk of severe injury, or worse, as Anucha’s case
has sadly shown. The boy’s grieving relatives told
media they would not press charges over his
death. But legislators appointed by a military gov-
ernment have already been looking to tighten reg-
ulations to ban children under the age of 12 from
professional bouts. But the effort is opposed by
many in the boxing community.

“Those aged 12 to 15 will need to be regis-
tered, have the permission of their parents and
wear protective gear for professional fights,”
General Adulyadej Inthapong, the vice chairman
of the National Legislative Assembly’s commit-
tee on sports, told Reuters, referring to the pro-
posed law. Footage of Anucha’s last fight posted
on social media shows the boy, without any pro-
tective gear, getting punched repeatedly in the
head before falling down and banging his head
on the mat.

Somchart Charoenwatcharawit, president of
the Professional Boxing Association of Thailand,
said the proposed changes would hurt the liveli-
hood of an estimated 300,000 child boxers under
the age of 15. “The new rule ... will hurt the chil-
dren and their parents who earn tens of thousands
of baht from boxing in what is a national sport,”
Somchart said. He said the referee on Sunday
should have stopped the fight when Anucha
looked groggy and the match did not meet his
association’s standards.

The association thinks the minimum age for
boys taking part in organized bouts should be 10,
he said. Jiraporn Laothamatas, a neuroradiologist
and director of the Advanced Diagnostic Imaging
Center, has studied the damage that boxing can
inflict. Her research has fuelled the push for
change but she says even the proposed minimum
age of 12 for competition is a compromise that she
disagrees with. “If I had my way, the minimum age
would be 18,” she said, while acknowledging that
Muay Thai is an important source of income for
many, as well as being culturally important. “The
change in the law is being delayed because the
industry makes a lot of money from child boxing,”
she said. “It will take some guts for the govern-
ment to push it through. —Reuters 

Death inflames
debate on Muay
Thai’s young
dreamers

DHAKA: Left-arm spinner Taijul Islam claimed his third
consecutive five-wicket haul yesterday to put Bangladesh
in command in the second Test against Zimbabwe despite
a defiant century by Brendon Taylor in Dhaka. The home
side bowled out Zimbabwe for 304 runs in the first innings
to take a 218-run lead after they had declared their own
innings for a mammoth 522-7 the previous afternoon.

Zimbabwe need only a draw to win their first Test
series in seven years, with the visitors having won the
opening match in Sylhet by 151 runs, their first Test win
away in almost two decades. Taijul dismissed Regis
Chakabva for 10 to complete his haul and Zimbabwe’s
innings ended immediately, 19 short of the follow-on mark
as last man Tendai Chatara was unable to bat due to
injury. Zimbabwe edged towards avoiding the follow-on
once Taylor hit 110 off 194 balls and Peter Moor added a
career-best 83 to rescue the side from a precarious 131-5
in the final session.

Bangladesh had occasional medium pacer Ariful Haque
to thank for breaking Moor’s 139-run sixth-wicket part-
nership with Taylor when he trapped the right-hander leg
before in his first over. Moor, who was dropped on 75 by
substitute fielder Nazmul Islam at cover off Mustfizur
Rahman, hit 12 fours and a six in his fifth Test 50, his sec-
ond successive half-century in the series. Taylor brought
up his hundred off Taijul but off-spinner Mehedy Hasan

soon ended his innings to put Bangladesh back in control.
Taijul took a stunning catch at square leg to end the

fine innings off Taylor, who hit 10 fours in his fifth Test
century — his first ever away from home. Bangladesh also
dominated the opening two sessions of the day after
Zimbabwe resumed play on 25-1. Brian Chari led
Zimbabwe’s initial resistance, hitting 53 off 128 balls

before he was snared by Mehidy on the stroke of lunch.
Mominul Haque took the catch at short leg that was con-
firmed by television replay after Bangladesh reviewed the
initial not out decision. Taijul dismissed nightwatchman
Donald Tiripano for eight early in the morning but Chari
provided some counter-punch, hitting six fours and two
sixes in his second Test fifty. —AFP 
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DHAKA: Bangladesh cricketers congratulate teammate Taijul Islam (2R) as they walk off the field after the
third day of the second Test cricket match between Bangladesh and Zimbabwe at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Cricket Stadium. —AFP 

OITA: Lexus teams have claimed a top-four finish in the
GT500 class at the 300-km Autopolis race, in the seventh
round of the 2018 AUTOBACS SUPER GT series, which
was held recently at the Autopolis circuit in Oita
Prefecture, Japan. The No. 1 KeePer TOM’S LC 500took
home victory and the No. 36 au TOM’S LC 500 finished
second in the race, followed by the No. 19 Weds Sport
ADVAN LC 500 and the No. 38 ZENT CERUMO LC 500.
Meanwhile, Ryo Hirakawa and Nick Cassidy of the No 1
KeePer TOM’S LC 500 secured the top spot on the
Drivers’ Championship standings, climbing steadily
through the field from a fifth-position grid start to take the
lead in the final stages of the race and triumph as the hard-
fought battle came to a close.

Commenting on the stunning achievement, Yugo
Miyamoto, Chief Representative, Middle East and North
Africa Representative ?Office, Toyota Motor Corporation,
said: “We are thrilled with this outstanding performance
by our teams and vehicles at the 2018 AUTOBACS SUPER
GT series in Oita. The challenging mountain-top Autopolis

circuit is the perfect proving ground for the Lexus LC
500.This triumph adds to our proven record in motor-
sports and we remain dedicated to continuously building
on the experience gained on the racetrack to not only
engineer vehicles with exhilarating performance, but also
ignite our customers’ emotions. I would like to take the
opportunity to thank our loyal fans for their constant sup-
port, which inspires our pursuit of delivering amazing
experiences to them.”

The race’s start saw Kazuki Nakajima in the No 36 au
TOM’S LC 500 take advantage of the start timing to
break into the three rival teams at the front of the grid,
including the pole-sitting No. 8, the No. 17, and the No.
100 to move into third position. On lap seven, the No. 1
KeePer TOM’S LC 500, driven by Cassidy passed the
rival car No. 100. The No. 36 au TOM’S LC 500 contin-
ued to put the pressure on the two leaders until the sec-
ond hairpin of lap 10, where it came to contact with com-
petitor No. 17 but managed to get past it into second
position and then passed rival car No. 8 on the home

straight of lap 11 to take the lead. From there, the No. 36
au TOM’S LC 500 maintained its momentum and opened
up a 2.991-second lead over the No. 8 rival car in second
place on the next lap and then went on to build a 5-to-6-
second lead on the lap after that. 

However, due to an accident on the 19th lap, the Safety
Car appeared on the track to control the race on the 20
thlap, and as a result, the No. 36 au TOM’S LC 500was
deprived of its lead of approximately eight seconds. When
the race restarted on the 25 thlap, the teams began their
routine pits stops and both the No. 36 au TOM’S LC 500
and the No. 1 KeePer TOM’S LC 500 in the lead made
their pit stops at the end of the 29th lap. When these two
vehicles returned to the race in the same order, they were
still ahead of rival teams No. 17 and No. 8 that had finished
their pit stop earlier, which meant that the two Lexus vehi-
cles now effectively held a 1-2 lead in the race.

As the race entered its second half, all of the cars had
finished their pit stops by the end of the 34th lap except
for the Kenta Yamashita-driven No. 19 Weds Sport

ADVAN LC 500, which had made an irregular pit stop on
the 15thlap to refuel and change all four tires, but the reg-
ulation prevented it from making its required driver
change at that point. Now, the No. 19 WedsSport ADVAN
LC 500 was running in front of each of the No. 36 au
TOM’S LC 500, driven by Yuhi Sekiguchi, the No. 1
KeePer TOM’S LC 500, with Hirakawa in the driver’s seat,
and the No. 17 rival team, in fourth place. 

True to its strategy, No. 19 had a 48-second lead mar-
gin when it made its second pit stop on the 41st lap and
changed drivers to Yuji Kunimoto, and was subsequently
able to return to the race in third position. Then, No. 17was
passed by the No. 38 ZENT CERUMO LC 500, driven by
Hiroaki Ishiura, while running in fifth position. The No 1
KeePer TOM’S LC 500 passed the No. 36 au TOM’S LC
500 on the 60th lap of the race to an unchallenged win.
For last year’s champions, Ryo Hirakawa and Nick Cassidy
of the No. 1 KeePer TOM’S LC 500, this was their first win
since Round 7 in Thailand in 2017. For Hirakawa, it was his
fifth GT 500 win overall, and for Cassidy, it was his third.

LONDON: Novak Djokovic sent out a warning to his
rivals at the ATP Finals on Monday, brushing aside big-
serving John Isner 6-4, 6-3 to launch his bid for a
record-equalling sixth ATP Finals title in style.  Earlier,
in the same Guga Kuerten group, Alexander Zverev
made it six consecutive wins against Marin Cilic in a
contest at London’s O2 Arena featuring scores of
unforced errors.

World number one Djokovic, though, was playing a
different game, appearing little troubled by the how-
itzers coming off the giant Isner’s racquet — breaking
his opponent three times and not conceding a single
break point on his own serve. In stark contrast to sec-
ond seed Roger Federer, who produced an error-
strewn performance in defeat to Kei Nishikori on
Sunday, Djokovic hit just six unforced errors and won
86 percent of points on his serve, making a mockery of
the apparent challenging nature of the playing surface.
“The match was great, obviously,” said the 31-year-old.
“I had three breaks of serve of John which is sometimes
mission impossible but I managed to be at the right
place at the right time.”I held serve well, I backed it up
from the baseline, I played very solid and didn’t give
him many opportunities.”

Speaking about the court conditions, he said: “It
takes a little bit of time really to get yourself adjusted to
the surface... it takes a lot of rotation, takes a lot of spin.
When you serve well, also it accelerates through the
court.” With Cristiano Ronaldo watching on, the top
seed broke Isner in the fifth game of the first set to
establish a stranglehold and never looked like allowing
the American eighth seed back into the contest, break-
ing twice more in the second set to win in 73 minutes.

The Serb is a red-hot favorite to draw level on six titles
at the season finale with Federer, who faces an uphill
task to reach the semi-finals after his loss in his first
round-robin match. Djokovic, who replaced the injured
Rafael Nadal at the top of the rankings last week, has
stormed up the charts this year following elbow surgery
and a period of indifferent form, winning Wimbledon
and the US Open along the way. Since the start of
Wimbledon he has now won 32 out of 34 matches.

Zverev triumphs  
Earlier, Zverev kept his nerve at the key moments to

beat Marin Cilic 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/1), recovering from a
break down in each set. The 30-year-old Cilic, who has
a reputation for faltering under intense pressure, broke

first but the German hit back, going on to edge the tie-
break. In the second set, the Croatian again drew first
blood but third-seed Zverev, 21, responded immediately
and dominated the tie-break to seal the match.

There were a total of 78 unforced errors in the con-
test — with Australian Open finalist Cilic hitting 46 of
those — as both players struggled to adapt to the court
conditions. “The court is difficult,” said Zverev. “The
court is very fast. And it’s very high-bouncing as well.
So, it’s more difficult than in other tournaments, so
everybody has to kind of find their rhythm in the first
match. “The ATP Finals are contested by the eight
players who have accumulated the most ranking points
over the season and is in a round-robin format, with the
best four players reaching the semi-finals. — AFP 
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LONDON: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns against US player John Isner during their men’s singles round-
robin match on day two of the ATP World Tour Finals tennis tournament at the O2 Arena. —AFP 


