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NEW DELHI: Women boxers training for a world
championship starting in the Indian capital this week
are wearing surgical masks, scarves and even T-shirts
across their mouths as the level of air pollution rises
several times beyond the safe limit. The AIBA Women’s
World Boxing Championships is taking place in an
indoor stadium from Thursday through to Nov 24 but
teams are complaining about toxic smog hanging over
the city, caused by seasonal burning of crop stubble
and emissions from vehicles and industry.

The weather, with no wind to blow the pollution
away, has aggravated the problem in one of the world’s
most polluted cities. “My family is worried. We know it
is not good for our body,” said 27-year old Bulgarian
Stanimira Petrova, a gold-medalist in the bantamweight
category in the championships in 2014. “It’s difficult. I
wear a scarf but I have to get accustomed.” On
Tuesday, the level of deadly particulate matter PM 2.5
that lodge deep in the lungs was at 407, about eight

times the safe limit, according to a reading by the pol-
lution control board.

Authorities have banned the entry of heavy vehicles
into the city and ordered construction work to stop and
sprinklers to keep down the dust. But the air quality
remains in the severe zone. Seven European boxers
whom Reuters spoke to complained that the air left a
bad taste and irritated their eyes. Their coaches said
they were advised about the poor air but organizers
had not given them any protective gear.

Worried parents 
Ajay Singh, president of the Boxing Federation of

India, said Delhi’s air quality was improving as the
effects of last week’s Hindu festival of Diwali - when
tens of thousands of firecrackers are let off, clogging
the air with smoke - were wearing off. “I’m confident
there will not be any problems faced by the boxers
especially with the championship being held indoors.

We have all the necessary standards maintained and
precautions taken.” Indian Olympic flyweight bronze
medalist MC Mary Kom is among those taking part.

French coach Anthony Veniant said he had asked for
the tournament to be moved out of Delhi but his
request was turned down. “We feel the air is no good.
Some of the parents of these players are worried and
we tell our players to restrict their time outside,”
Veniant said. Prolonged exposure to high levels of PM
2.5 and PM 10, another pollutant, leads to respiratory
illnesses. Doctors in Delhi have reported an increase in
the number of patients with respiratory problems.

Jay Kowli, secretary general of the Boxing
Federation of India, said the air quality was being moni-
tored but ruled out any change of location. “Shifting the
venue is impossible. Delhi has the best sports facilities
in the country,” Kowli said. Teams have been hard at
training this week. Daniel Nash, the coach for the
Swedish team, said pollution was a problem, but he had

asked the boxers to focus on the competition. “I’m
telling my players to not let this issue affect their
game,” Nash said. Contestants just have to deal with it,
said Abdul Fkiri, the coach of the Dutch team.  

Finnish boxer Mira Potkonen said yesterday she
would train indoors to avoid Delhi’s notorious smog as
other athletes in the Indian capital for the world
championships fret about their health. Potkonen, an
Olympic bronze medalist, said competitors in Delhi for
the AIBA Women’s World Boxing Championships
would “just need to adjust” to life in the world’s most
polluted major city. “Let’s say if this competition
would have been in some other place then I would
have gone for a jog outside but now I concentrate on
my boxing training,” the 37-year-old told reporters in
Delhi. “I try not to stay outside for too long. We have
an excellent gym in the hotel, the air conditioner and
the air in the gym is very good. So we tend to train
there as much as we can.” — Reuters 
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‘My family is worried. We know it is not good for our body’

LAUSANNE: UEFA warned Monday that clubs
whose finances have already been scrutinized by
its Financial Fair Play regulations may not be out
the clear yet, European football’s ruling body told
AFP. Less than a week after the latest revelations
in the Football Leaks series, UEFA suggested it
could reopen previously concluded cases should
new information arise.

Every club affiliated to UEFA faces an annual
assessment against the break-even requirements
and many have been investigated and either sanc-
tioned or cleared. But it now seems UEFA may go
back over some closed cases. “Should new infor-
mation suggest that previously-concluded cases
have been abused, those cases may be capable of
being re-opened as determined on a case by case
basis,” UEFA told AFP. “FFP relies on the coopera-
tion of clubs to declare a complete and genuine
financial position,” UEFA said. “It relies on that
information being fair and accurate.”

The announcement comes after the whistle-
blowing website Football Leaks claimed that
between them Qatar and Abu Dhabi have injected
some 4.5 billion euros ($5.1 billion) into Paris
Saint-Germain and Manchester City respectively
over the last seven years. UEFA allows for only a
30 million euros deficit and insists “Financial Fair
Play has led to a steep change in the health of the
finances in European club football”.

“Seven years ago, European clubs had a cumu-
lative debt of EUR 1.7 billion.  Last year it was a
profit of EUR 600 million,” UEFA said in their
statement on Monday. Football Leaks, however,
has pointed the finger at overvalued deals allowing
clubs to inject huge sums of cash that are totally
imbalanced. Both PSG and City were fined 60 mil-
lion euros by UEFA in May 2014, but both were
told they would get 40 million euros back if they
stuck to the terms of their settlement.

French investigative website Mediapart claims
Gianni Infantino — the current FIFA president
who was then UEFA’s general secretary — “direct-
ly negotiated an agreement with Manchester City”,
bypassing the Financial Control Panel of European
football’s governing body. FIFA blasted the claims
as an attempt to “undermine the leadership” of the
global body. — AFP 
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KUWAIT: President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations Eng Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi congratulated
all the winners of the 8th Asian Shotgun and 11th Airgun
championships. Al-Otaibi spoke following the conclu-
sion of the tournament and said that Kuwait’s outstand-
ing performance coming top in the skeet and trap
events as well as the double trap, is an evidence of the
continued success of the shooting sport. He also lauded
the board of directors, workers and shooters of the
Kuwait shooting sport club. Al-Otaibi thanked His
Highness the Amir, HH the Crown Prince and all govern-
ment departments who contributed to the success of
the championships in which more than 600 shooters
representing 35 Asian countries participated.

He also commended the work of the emergency
teams that took care of Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting Complex ranges, keeping compe-
titions going on without a delay during the heavy
rains last weekend. He also thanked championships
patron Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah, and President of  Asian Shooting
Federation Sheikh Ali Al Khalifa.

Al-Otaibi said that the Kuwait shooters proved they
are still on top of their game in Asia, despite the fierce
competition they have faced from China. Al-Otaibi also
lauded the performance of Kuwait juniors in the shot-
gun competitions, showcasing the bright future of the
sport in the country. Kuwait skeet and trap teams won

two gold medals, the first team had Mansour Al-
Rashidi, Abdallah Al-Torqi and Saud Habeeb, and the
second team had Abdelrahman Al-Fuaihan, Khalid Al-
Mudhaf and Talal Al-Rashidi. Saad Al-Mutairi won the
double trap gold medal and Ahmad Al-Afasi won silver.
Sarah Al-Hawal won the individual’s silver.
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MADRID: Atletico Madrid striker Diego Costa has
been sidelined with a foot injury that could leave him in
a race for full fitness ahead of a crucial league clash
with Barcelona. Costa hobbled off during a 3-2 league
win over Athletic Bilbao on Saturday, which saw the
capital side close to within a point of leaders Barcelona.

Atletico defender Diego Godin hit a brace in that
win but has been sidelined after he, too, hobbled off
before the end with a thigh injury that could rule him
out for up to a month. Now Costa has joined the
Uruguayan on the sidelines after suffering “an injury to
his foot,” according to a statement by Atletico on
Tuesday. “The striker will go through adapted training
sessions and undergo physiotherapy and medical treat-
ment,” it added, without giving a timeline for his return
to competition. Costa only returned to the competitive
fold earlier this month following a two-week absence
due to “muscle problems” but played only the first half
against Bilbao after complaining of “pains”, according
to Atletico coach Diego Simeone.

Simeone is also without the injured Thomas
Lemar (thigh) and defenders Lucas Hernandez, Jose
Maria Gimenez and Stefan Savic. Atletico host
Barcelona on November 24 following the break for
international matches, then host Monaco four days
later looking to book their ticket for the last 16 of
the Champions League.

Meanwhile, Borussia Dortmund midfielder Marco
Reus was forced to sit out with a foot injury as
Germany were put through their paces in training
Tuesday ahead of an upcoming friendly against Russia.

The 29-year-old playmaker bruised his foot on his way
to scoring a brace for Dortmund in a 3-2 Bundesliga
win over defending champions Bayern Munich on
Saturday. Reus has a history of sitting out Germany
duty due to injury. Torn ankle ligaments ruled him out
of their 2014 World Cup triumph in Brazil and a groin
injury sidelined him for Euro 2016 in France. For the
match against 2018 World Cup hosts Russia, Germany

coach Joachim Loew is already without Schalke striker
Mark Uth, who has a leg injury, and Paris Saint-
Germain winger Julian Draxler, who drops out because
of a family bereavement. Real Madrid midfielder Toni
Kroos is expected to join the squad later in the week
for next Monday’s Nations League home match against
the Netherlands in Gelsenkirchen, which the Germans
must win to stay in Group One. — AFP 

MADRID: Athletic Bilbao’s defender Unai Nunez Gestoso challenges Atletico Madrid’s Spanish forward Diego Costa (R) dur-
ing the Spanish league football match between Club Atletico de Madrid and Athletic Club Bilbao at the Wanda
Metropolitano stadium. — AFP 
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LONDON: Former England midfielder Joe Cole
announced his retirement yesterday after making more
than 700 appearances for seven clubs including West
Ham and Chelsea. Cole, who turned 37 last week, said
his career had been “a dream come true” and he now
hopes to move into coaching. His final club was Tampa
Bay Rowdies in the United Soccer League, the second
tier in the US.

Cole made 716 professional appearances, scoring
104 goals for seven clubs and his 56 England caps
spanned across three World Cup tournaments. He made
his international debut aged 19 when he was earmarked
as one of England’s brightest young talents at the
Hammers. Cole was part of England’s so-called “Golden
Generation”, playing alongside David Beckham, Wayne
Rooney, Rio Ferdinand, Paul Scholes, Michael Owen
and Steven Gerrard, plus his Chelsea teammates John
Terry and Frank Lampard.

Cole said in a statement: “After 20 years as a profes-
sional, the time has come for me to hang up my boots. It
has been a dream come true. All of it. “Whatever is
next, I hope the next two decades are as special as my
last 20 years as a professional have been.” Cole joined
West Ham aged eight and made 187 appearances, scor-
ing 18 goals, in two spells with the club, from 1998 to
2003 and 2013-14. He burst onto the scene aged 17 in
January 1999 and quickly became captain. —AFP 
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