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Williams sparks Clippers over Warriors
Wild overtime thriller upsets the league leaders

LOS ANGELES: Montrezl Harrell #5 of the LA Clippers goes to the basket against the Golden State Warriors on November 12, 2018 at STAPLES Center. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Lou Williams scored 25
points from the bench as the Los Angeles
Clippers upset the league-leading Golden
State Warriors 121-116 in a wild overtime
thriller at the Staples Center on Monday.
Williams reeled off 10 of his points in over-
time to secure victory after the Clippers
squandered a 14-point fourth quarter lead
before digging in for the win.

The 32-year-old veteran was supported
by 23 points from the bench by Montrezl
Harrell as the Clippers improved to 8-5 in
the Western Conference standings. The
Warriors remain on top of the West after
suffering only their third loss of the season.
The NBA champions are 11-3 following the
defeat. Kevin Durant led the scoring with 33
points while Klay Thompson had 31, includ-
ing five three-pointers.

The Warriors had trailed for much of the
game, and appeared to be sliding toward a
loss before a determined fourth quarter ral-
ly transformed the contest. A Williams
three-pointer had put the Clippers ahead
by 101-87 with 6min 36 remaining before
the Warriors came roaring back. Thompson
tied the game at 106-106 with 1:27 left on
the clock but neither side were able to take
a decisive advantage, sending the game into
overtime. Williams then took over with 10
points as the Clippers completed a morale-
boosting victory. 

Timberwolves 120, Nets 113 
Karl-Anthony Towns finished with 25

points and 21 rebounds Monday night as
the Minnesota Timberwolves halted a five-
game losing streak with a 120-113 victory in
Minneapolis over the Brooklyn Nets, who
lost Caris LeVert to an apparent serious
right leg injury. Towns posted his seventh
double-double by shooting 9-of-11 from
the floor. He had the double-double by half-
time, then posted his sixth career game with
20 points and 20 rebounds and the 55th in
team history. The Wolves played their first
game since trading Jimmy Butler to
Philadelphia. Minnesota obtained Dario
Saric and Robert Covington, though neither
player was active. LeVert, who was injured
attempting to defend a fast-break layup
attempt by Josh Okogie, was placed on a
stretcher and taken by ambulance to a hos-
pital for further evaluation.

Pelicans 126, Raptors 110
Jrue Holiday tallied 29 points and 14

assists, and E’Twaun Moore scored 30
points as New Orleans defeated host
Toronto. Anthony Davis added 25 points
and 20 rebounds for the Pelicans, who won
their third game in a row by giving the
Raptors their first home loss in eight games
this season. Toronto is 12-2 overall. Pascal
Siakam scored 22 points for the Raptors.

Kawhi Leonard added 20 points, Serge
Ibaka had 19 points and 14 rebounds, OG
Anunoby 17 points and Fred VanVleet and
Delon Wright 10 points each.

Thunder 118, Suns 101
Paul George scored 32 points as host

Oklahoma City, playing without Russell
Westbrook for the fourth consecutive
game, beat Phoenix. George, who was 11-
of-19 from the floor, including six 3-point-
ers, scored 21 of his points before halftime
as the Thunder built a lead as big as 28
points in the first half. Westbrook is still
recovering from a sprained left ankle suf-
fered Nov. 5. Dennis Schroder, filling in for
Westbrook as the starting point guard, had
20 points and nine assists.

Mavericks 103, Bulls 98
It took seven tries, but Dallas finally

notched its first road win of the season by
holding off Chicago. Harrison Barnes led the
Mavs to a second consecutive victory and
their first road win since last March with 23
points, five rebounds and four steals. Dennis
Smith Jr. scored all 11 of his points in the
second half to help keep the Bulls, who got
within one point three times down the
stretch, at bay. The Bulls failed to win con-
secutive games thanks to an ugly shooting
night, dipping to 39.3 percent for the game,

including 8-of-33 from beyond the arc.
They turned the ball over 17 times. Zach
LaVine led Chicago with 26 points, giving
him at least 20 in every game this season.

76ers 124, Heat 114
Joel Embiid posted 35 points, 18

rebounds and three assists, leading
Philadelphia over host Miami. Embiid has
nine games this season with at least 30
points and 10 rebounds. Nobody else in the
NBA has more than three. JJ Redick added
25 points to lead Philadelphia to its seventh
win in its past 10 games. Miami — which
lost its third straight game, all of those at
home — was led by Goran Dragic (22
points, five assists), Josh Richardson (17
points) and Hassan Whiteside (13 points, 11
rebounds).

Wizards 117, Magic 109
John Wall had 25 points and 10 assists,

and Bradley Beal added 21 points as host
Washington defeated Orlando for its sec-
ond straight win. The Wizards outscored
the Magic 31-20 over the final nine minutes
to avenge a loss in Orlando on Friday. Jeff
Green scored 18 points on 6-of-7 shooting
off the bench for Washington, and Dwight
Howard finished with 17 points and eight
rebounds in 29 minutes. Reserve Terrence
Ross led Orlando with 21 points, and Evan

Fournier scored 20.

Jazz 96, Grizzlies 88
Joe Ingles scored 19 points while Rudy

Gobert added 15 points, 16 rebounds and
three blocks to lead Utah past host
Memphis. Derrick Favors and Donovan
Mitchell chipped in 12 points apiece, and
Favors added eight rebounds to help Utah
notch its third straight win. Mike Conley
scored 24 points, and Marc Gasol added 16
to lead Memphis. The Grizzlies held Utah to
just 39 percent shooting, but could not
overcome their own 4-of-24 outing from
the perimeter.

Kings 104, Spurs 99
Bogdan Bogdanovic poured in 22 points

off the bench to lead six Sacramento play-
ers in double figures in beating visiting San
Antonio for the first time in 15 games. The
game was tied at 90 with 5:11 to play
before the Kings reeled off a 10-0 run that
featured 3-pointers by Nemanja Bjelica and
De’Aaron Fox and an alley-oop dunk on the
break by Willie Cauley-Stein. Fox added 19
points for the Kings, with Buddy Hield scor-
ing 14, Cauley-Stein pumping in 13 points
and grabbing 13 rebounds. DeMar DeRozan
led the Spurs with 23 points and eight
assists, while LaMarcus Aldridge scored 14
points and took 18 rebounds. — Reuters 

DOHA: Qatar is considering offers from other countries
to host teams during the 2022 World Cup, but no deci-
sion has been taken yet, the head of the organizing
committee told AFP on Monday. Iran has recently
offered to host teams who will play in tiny Qatar in the

World Cup which starts in just over four years time.
When asked whether teams could be based in Iran,

chief organizer Hassan Al Thawadi said Qatar had
received “numerous proposals from countries with
regard to hosting teams” around the time of the tourna-
ment. “This is part of the operational plan, but obvious-
ly it will have to be done with FIFA,” he said. “Nothing
is decided on this matter yet and it remains under dis-
cussion.”

Any move to accept Iran’s offer would provide a
major boost for the Islamic Republic at a time when the
US is trying to isolate the country internationally. It
could also prove controversial in the Gulf. Since 2017,
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates and

Egypt have imposed a sweeping embargo on Qatar,
with its one-time allies accusing it of seeking closer ties
with Iran and of supporting radical Islamist groups.
Qatar denies the charges, accusing its neighbors of
seeking regime change.

Al Thawadi said he hoped Qatar’s neighbors would
lift a ban on their citizens visiting Qatar in time for the
World Cup, which kicks off on November 21, 2022. The
country’s original pitch in its bid to host the tournament
included plans to use facilities elsewhere in the Gulf. “I
hope the blockading nations can see the value of this
major tournament and can allow for their people to
benefit from this tournament,” he said.

Asked about whether Qatar was prepared to

increase the number of teams at the Qatar World Cup
to 48, as mooted by FIFA, Al Thawadi said he was still
planning for the usual figure of 32. “Our preparations
right now are for 32 teams, the current format. All the
preparations are ongoing based on that,” he said.
“There’s a feasibility study undertaken right now for a
48-team competition and then a decision will be taken
both by FIFA and ourselves as a host nation,” he added.
Accommodating another 16 teams would vastly compli-
cate Qatar’s task in preparing for the World Cup, which
was awarded to the tiny desert state in 2010. FIFA
president Gianni Infantino last week all but wrote off
the chances of a 48-team tournament in 2022, saying it
would be “a difficult challenge”. — AFP 
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