
Indian court
hands down a
rare death 
sentence 
NEW DELHI: An Indian court yes-
terday handed down a rare death sen-
tence over anti-Sikh riots in 1984 that
left nearly 3,000 dead following the
assassination of Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi. Relatives of victims rejoiced in
New Delhi after the judge announced
the death sentence, the first since
1996. It follows the setting up of a spe-
cial probe in 2015.

The 1984 carnage erupted just
hours after then-premier Gandhi was
killed by her Sikh bodyguards. It last-
ed three days with Sikhs raped and
murdered, their homes and businesses
torched. The violence across the
country but mostly in New Delhi saw
people dragged from their homes and
burned alive. Few have been brought
to justice over the massacre, with
government-appointed commissions
in the past failing to prosecute more
than a handful of minor cases. Gandhi
was shot dead after ordering Indian
troops to storm the Golden Temple,
Sikhism’s holiest shrine in the north-
ern state of Punjab.

The operation was to flush out sep-
aratists from the minority faith holed
up inside. Sikh leaders say the death
toll from the pogrom that followed far
exceeded the official figure of nearly
3,000, and accuse leaders of Gandhi’s

Congress party of fanning the vio-
lence. India’s top investigating agency
had blamed senior Congress leader
Sajjan Kumar for inciting the mobs,
but he was acquitted by a court in
2013. Sikhs in India make up around
20 million people, a little under two
percent of India’s population of 1.25
billion people. Worldwide they number
around 27 million.

‘Lack of evidence’ 
Additional Sessions Judge Ajay

Pandey awarded the death sentence
yesterday to Yashpal Singh and a life
sentence to Naresh Sherawat, both for
murder, rioting and other charges.
“The court should have sentenced the
other convict to death as well. Its
seems like half justice,” one woman
who lost relatives in the riots told
reporters. “These (convicts) are small
people. The court should now hold the
big names accountable for the killings.”
The duo were convicted last week of
killing Hardev Singh and Avtar Singh,
two men in their 20s, in south Delhi’s
Mahipalpur during the riots.

Police had closed a case against
both men in 1994 citing a lack of evi-
dence but it was reopened by the
Special Investigation Team after it
was formed in 2015. The team is prob-
ing around 60 cases that i t  has
reopened out a total of 293. The ver-
dict was pronounced in Delhi’s high-
security Tihar Jail due to security
concerns after an attack last week on
the convicts on the premises of the
Delhi court. Emotional relatives said
they were relieved that “justice has
been finally served” and hoped that
next up would be two former
Congress ministers, Jagdish Tytler and
Sajjan Singh. — AFP 

International
Pakistan summons 
US envoy in protest 
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TEHRAN: Iranians carry placards as they demonstrate in front of the UN office in Tehran yesterday in support of the Yemeni people. The World Health Organization says nearly 10,000 people have been killed in Yemen since the Saudi inter-
vention in March 2015, but rights groups believe the toll may be five times higher. — AFP 

SANAA: UN envoy Martin Griffiths was preparing yes-
terday to head to war-torn Yemen to lay the groundwork
for peace talks in Sweden, after fresh fighting shook the
flashpoint city of Hodeida. Griffiths - whose efforts at
kickstarting peace talks failed in September - is again try-
ing to get the Iran-aligned Houthi rebels and the Saudi-
backed government to the negotiating table by the end of
the year. He is expected to meet with Houthi officials in the
capital Sanaa today. Both sides have in the past week
expressed their support for the envoy and his mission to
hold talks in Stockholm, but fierce clashes erupted in the
Red Sea city of Hodeida late Monday after a lull.

Military officials said that the battles were the worst
since loyalists halted an offensive last week, and were
concentrated in the eastern part of the city where rebels

fired artillery. Pro-government forces struck back, sup-
ported by warplanes from the Saudi-led coalition which
launched a dozen raids, the sources said. According to
Houthi-run media, clashes lasted up to four hours and
resulted in fatalities. The city was relatively calm yester-
day morning, according to an AFP correspondent who
spoke to residents by telephone from Khokha about 100
kilometers away.

Call for truce 
On Monday, Britain presented to the UN Security

Council a draft resolution urging an immediate truce in
Hodeida city, whose port serves as an entry point to
nearly all imports and humanitarian aid to the impover-
ished country. The draft, circulated by Britain to the 14

other council members
and seen by AFP, sets a
two-week deadline for the
warring sides to remove
all barriers to humanitari-
an aid. The proposed res-
olution would significantly
ratchet up pressure on the
Saudi-led coalition and

the Houthis to seek a negotiated settlement in Yemen,
where millions are on the brink of starvation. It also calls
for a large injection of foreign currency into the economy
to support Yemen’s collapsing currency and for salaries
of civil servants, teachers, and health workers to be paid
within a month.

Mohammed Ali Al-Houthi, head of the Houthi rebels’
Higher Revolutionary Committee and an influential politi-
cal figure, tweeted on Monday that he wanted his group
to announce “readiness to suspend and halt all military
operations” and stop firing missiles on Saudi Arabia.
Saudi Arabia also lent its support to new talks. Saudi
King Salman told the Shura Council, his country’s top
advisory body, that Riyadh also backed a “political solu-
tion” and a “comprehensive national dialogue” in Yemen.
Multiple past attempts to hold negotiations between the
government alliance and Houthis have failed. Griffiths said
on Monday he hoped the rivals would meet in Sweden
“within the next few weeks”. No date has yet been set. 

‘Stop selling weapons’
The Houthis have controlled Yemen’s capital Sanaa

since capturing it in late 2014, when they also took con-
trol of Hodeida and its port. A year later, Saudi Arabia and

its allies intervened in the war to bolster Yemeni President
Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi. Both parties in the Yemen
conflict stand accused of acts that could amount to war
crimes. Human Rights Watch yesterday called on France
to address laws-of-war violations with the UAE - a key
member of the Saudi-led coalition - during Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan’s visit to Paris on
November 21. “If President (Emmanuel) Macron is truly
concerned about the humanitarian crisis in Yemen, he
should tell the crown prince that France will stop selling
weapons to the UAE if there’s a real risk of their unlawful
use,” Benedicte Jeannerod, France director at Human
Rights Watch, said in a statement. 

Although western governments have condemned civil-
ian deaths in Yemen, they remain political and military
backers of Saudi Arabia, which is a regional ally and
spends billions of dollars on arms from the United States,
Britain and France.  The World Health Organization says
nearly 10,000 people - mostly civilians - have been killed
in Yemen since the Saudi intervention in March 2015, but
rights groups believe the toll may be five times higher.
The war in Yemen - already one of the world’s most
impoverished countries - has left the nation on the edge
of mass starvation. —AFP 

Battles flare as UN prepares for Yemen talks 
Fresh fighting shakes the flashpoint city of Hodeida

Police seize 
mafia villas 
ROME: Italian police yesterday confiscated eight
luxury villas illegally built in Rome by its most infa-
mous and entrenched mafia clan in dawn raids involv-
ing some 600 police. City mayor Virginia Raggi, who
watched the operation carried out against the
Casamonica mobsters, said the properties would be
demolished by the end of the year. “Today is an his-
toric day for the city of Rome and for Romans,” said
Raggi, a member of the anti-establishment 5-Star
Movement who has been criticized for not doing
more to clean up the Italian capital. “We are putting
an end to years of illegality and are sending a strong
statement to the Casamonica clan,” she said.

After years of operating in the shadows, the family
leapt to public attention with a lavish funeral for one
of its godfathers in 2015. A helicopter dropped rose
petals on mourners while posters were strung on the
railings of a city basilica which read: “You have con-
quered Rome, now conquer paradise.” The
Casamonica family has been associated with crime in
the south-eastern quarters of Rome for several
decades, but the high profile funeral sparked a fierce
backlash with politicians demanding a comprehensive
legal assault on the clan.

In July, 33 members of the group were arrested in
raids on gaudy properties which were filled with gild-
ed mirrors, marbled sculptures of animals and extrav-
agant, regal furniture. Raggi said some of the villas
confiscated yesterday had been built in areas of
archaeological interest. “Some houses had even
incorporated whole features of the historic Felice
Aqueduct,” she said, referring to a 16th century city
waterway. Deputy Prime Minister Matteo Salvini,
who heads the far-right League party, has promised
to join in when the bulldozers set to work on the vil-
las. “The party is over,” he said yesterday as he visit-
ed the police operations room. — Reuters


