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US considers adding 
Venezuela to list of 
‘terrorism sponsors’ 
WASHINGTON: The United States is considering
adding Venezuela to its list of state sponsors of ter-
rorism but no final decision has been made, a per-
son familiar with the deliberations said on Monday.
Adding Venezuela to the list could limit US eco-
nomic assistance and impose financial restrictions
on a country already suffering from hyperinflation,
mass migration and shortages of food and medi-
cine. Discussions on the issue have moved forward
in recent days with strong lobbying from
Republican Senator Marco Rubio, who has long
pressed the administration to take a tougher stand
against the government of Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro, the source said.

A time frame for a decision on whether to add
Venezuela to the terrorism list had not yet been
determined, the source said. A US official, speaking
on condition of anonymity, said it would be a chal-
lenge for the Trump administration to provide con-
crete proof linking the Maduro government to ter-
rorism if it decides to put Venezuela on the list. The
four countries currently on the list - North Korea,
Iran, Sudan and Syria - have been found to “have
repeatedly provided support for acts of interna-
tional terrorism.”

Rubio and two other Republican senators sent a
letter to Secretary of State Mike Pompeo in
September urging him to name Venezuela a state
sponsor of terrorism and accusing it of links to
Lebanon’s Hezbollah militant group and the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC,
but they offered no proof. The Trump administra-
tion has levied several rounds of sanctions against
Maduro’s Socialist-led government since 2017,
accusing it of undermining democracy. On Nov 1,
President Donald Trump signed an executive order
aimed a disrupting Venezuela’s gold exports.
Venezuela’s Information Ministry did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for comment. —Reuters

PERREFITTE: Switzerland votes this Sunday on an
issue of national importance that has divided the
Alpine country - whether to subsidize farmers who
let their cows’ and goats’ horns grow naturally. The
referendum on preserving the “dignity of livestock”
was initiated by farmer Armin Capaul, 66, a self-
described rebel. He says that “listening” to his cows
inspired his nine-year campaign for cash to fund the
extra grazing space horned animals need and which
he hopes will reduce dehorning.

“We must respect cows as they are. Leave them
their horns. When you look at them they always hold
their head high and are proud. When you remove the
horns, they are sad,” he told Reuters on his small
farm in northwestern Switzerland. Three-quarters of
Swiss cows, who are a national symbol and tourist
attraction, are dehorned or genetically hornless.

Capaul, who says horns help cows communicate
and regulate their body temperature, wants a 190
Swiss franc ($191.65) annual
subsidy per horned animal
for farmers. When political
lobbying failed, he collected
over 100,000 signatures to
trigger a national vote. The
latest poll says the vote is
too close to call. His cam-
paign is likely to garner sup-
port from those who oppose
dehorning - burning a sedat-
ed calf ’s horn buds with a
red-hot iron. Critics say it is
painful and unnatural but supporters liken it to cas-
trating cats or dogs and argue it is a safety issue.

“In Switzerland, cows have never been talked
about as much as now,” said Capaul, a distinctive fig-

ure with a long grey beard
and hand-knitted red hat,
whose alternative approach
has made him a media star
and a household name. His
campaign is opposed by the
government, which says it
would drain up to 30 million
francs from its 3 billion franc
annual agricultural budget,
and is a burden on the con-
stitution. “In Switzerland it’s
usual  for issues to be

brought to the people for a vote - every important
question or less important question,” Swiss Economy

Minister Johann Schneider-Ammann said.
Some farmers are opposed. “Our current system

in the stable has advantages, the cows get along
better with each other. If cows have horns, the dan-
ger  of  in jur ies  to  the  an imals  and humans  i s
greater,” said Stefan Gilgen, whose 48 cows pro-
vide 1,000 liters of milk daily to Swiss dairy Emmi
AG. “Each farm should decide for itself. We have
other problems in agriculture.” In Vaud canton,
Reuters watched veterinarian Jean-Marie Surer
dehorn three calves , anaesthet iz ing each one
before the procedure that causes smoke and a
burning odor. “Using a very hot iron for seven sec-
onds, I burned the skin and blood vessels which
irrigate the horn bud, so it won’t grow,” Surer said
as he applied disinfectant. “It is painless, they
didn’t move even an ear.”  —Reuters

Farmer behind initiative says horns maintain animals’ dignity

Cows with or without horns? 
Switzerland votes on Sunday

British PM’s N Irish 
allies up pressure; 
Brexit row rages
LONDON: British Prime Minister Theresa May
gathers her new-look cabinet yesterday, facing
some relief from party plotting over Brexit but
under fresh pressure from her Northern Irish
allies. The Conservative leader holds her first cabi-
net meeting since two ministers quit last week
over the divorce deal with the European Union,
raising fears the government might collapse.

Eurosceptic members of May’s divided party
seized the moment to launch a leadership challenge,
but days later, have yet to muster the support needed
for a no confidence vote. Many MPs still oppose the
Brexit deal, however, including the Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP), which props up May’s govern-
ment - and which late Monday used a budget vote to
flex its muscles. The Northern Irish party abstained on
three votes, despite their deal to support the
Conservatives on finance matters, and even sided with
the opposition Labor party on a fourth.

“We had to do something to show our displeas-
ure,” DUP Brexit spokesman Sammy Wilson told
the BBC. Without the support of the DUP’s 10
MPs, the Conservatives have no majority in the
Commons, the 650-seat parliamentary chamber
which will have the final vote on the Brexit deal.
This raises the risk that Britain ends its four-
decade membership with the EU on March 29,
2019, with no other arrangement in place. Labor
minister John Trickett said: “We no longer have a
functioning government. With Brexit only a few
months away, something has got to give.”

Broken promises
In an interview with the BBC yesterday, Justice

Minister David Gauke sought to reassure the
DUP, saying the Brexit deal was “the best option
for us” and delivered on the 2016 EU referendum.
“I hope that the DUP and the others will look at
the details of the deal and see this is the right
way forward for the country, given the damage
that would be done to us as a country were we
not to have a deal, or were we to find that the
referendum result couldn’t be delivered,” he said.
The deal agreed with the EU last week covers
Britain’s financial settlement, expatriate citizens’
rights, and a 21-month post-Brexit transition

period in which the two sides hope to agree a
new trading relationship.

But the DUP and many Conservatives are out-
raged by the “backstop” plan that would keep
Britain in the EU’s customs union, and Northern
Ireland in elements of the single market, if this
trade deal is not ready by then. This is intended as
an insurance plan to keep the border open
between Northern Ireland and EU member Ireland
if and until the new trade arrangements resolve the
issue. Wilson said the DUP’s defiance was
“designed to send a message to the government:
‘Look, we have got an agreement with you but you
have got to keep your side of the bargain other-
wise we don’t feel obliged to keep ours’.

“She (May) has broken all of those promises
— to the people of the United Kingdom, to her
own party and to the people of Northern
Ireland.” Talks are still continuing in Brussels
over an outline agreement on future trade ties,
which will be presented to MPs alongside the
divorce package, likely early next month. May
herself is preparing to head to Brussels this week
for talks with European Commission president
Jean-Claude Juncker. She will then return on
Sunday alongside the other 27 EU leaders to sign
off the Brexit deal. —AFP

Student loan debt 
a crippling burden 
for millions in US 
WASHINGTON: Michael Bloomberg’s record $1.8
billion donation for financial aid to Johns Hopkins
University highlights the problem of student debt in
America, which can still be a burden even years
after graduation. According to the Department of
Education, 42.2 million Americans were repaying a
federal student loan at the end of June 2018 for a
total sum of nearly $1.5 trillion, the largest volume
of debt after home loans. Bloomberg, the former
mayor of New York, said he was making the gift to
his alma mater to help qualified low- and middle-
income students more easily afford access to uni-
versity in a country where post-secondary educa-
tion fees at elite schools routinely exceed $50,000
a year, a prohibitive barrier for most families.

“I was lucky: My father was a bookkeeper who
never made more than $6,000 a year. But I was
able to afford Johns Hopkins University through a
National Defense student loan and by holding
down a job on campus,” Bloomberg, who also
founded the financial news service of the same
name, wrote in a New York Times op-ed. The
donation, believed to be the biggest ever to a uni-
versity, “will ensure that we are able to recruit
more first-generation and low-income students and
provide them with full access to every dimension of
the Johns Hopkins experience,” its head Ronald
Daniels said. Currently, 44 percent of students at
the institution in Baltimore, Maryland, complete

their studies in debt, on average owing more than
$24,000, university data shows.

‘Drop in the ocean’
For Sandy Baum, a university professor at the

Urban Institute, Bloomberg’s gift is “great” but
“that’s just a drop in the ocean.” His move would
have had a bigger impact if he gave money to
improve the quality of education for more students,
in less elite private or public institutions, she told
AFP, adding that they sorely lack funding.  Baum is
not opposed to student loans because for most stu-
dents, the choice becomes one between not going
to university or borrowing to go. Most students’
loans, she says, amount to between $15,000 and
$20,000 but getting $40,000 in debt is not unusual
for a bachelor’s degree (four years of study).

The College Board estimates the average cost of
a four-year course in a private university at
$34,740, not counting additional accommodation
and living expenses. Many students take out loans
from the federal government or private lenders.
Some, especially the less wealthy, fall into the spiral
of over-indebtedness when they find themselves
unable to repay their loans. They no longer have
access to credit, cannot rent a home or buy a car. A
local cable channel this summer launched a game,
“Paid Off,” in which the participants battle it out to
see who has their student debt cleared. 

Fed worries
The problem worries everyone-even the US cen-

tral bank. “As student loans continue to grow and
become larger and larger, then it absolutely could
hold back growth,” Jerome Powell warned in March.
Joanna Darcus, a lawyer for the consumer protec-
tion organization NCLC, welcomed Bloomberg’s big

donation. It’s needed in our “completely broken sys-
tem of financing university education by debt,” she
said. For students from low-income backgrounds “it
is very important to lower the cost of education” as
student debt increases the gap between rich and
poor, she said. The NCLC advocates for an increase
in the number and size of university scholarships. “If
its possible for people to go to school without
incurring debt we are all better off; we don’t have to
spend money on debt collection and student debt
doesn’t impair the decision-making on a personal,
professional or financial level,” she added. —AFP

‘Dehorning 
is safer for

herd, farmers’ 

Michael Bloomberg, billionaire and former Mayor of New
York City

‘El Chapo’ killed a
man who refused 
a handshake
NEW YORK: Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman was a ruth-
less killer who ordered the murder of a man who had
refused to shake his hand at a meeting, a prosecution
witness told jurors at Guzman’s US trial on Monday.
Jesus Zambada, the brother of Ismael “El Mayo”
Zambada who was Guzman’s alleged partner in running
the Sinaloa Cartel, gave his most dramatic testimony
after three days on the witness stand as he described
Guzman’s involvement in a series of murders.

In a cross-examination, one of Guzman’s defense
lawyers launched an attack on Zambada’s credibility,
highlighting inconsistencies between his testimony
and his original statements to US prosecutors.
Guzman, 61, was extradited to the United States in
January 2017 and is accused of directing massive
shipments of cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine and
marijuana. He is on trial in Brooklyn federal court,
charged with 17 criminal counts, and faces life in
prison if convicted.

Guzman had ordered Rodolfo Carrillo, a member
of the rival Juarez Cartel and brother of its leader,

killed after he declined to shake Guzman’s hand at a
meeting, Zambada said. The 2004 killing, according
to Zambada, fueled a war between the cartels.
Zambada said another target was a corrupt police
official, identified only as Rafita, who worked for
rival drug lord Arturo Beltran Leyva. Zambada said
assassins working for El Mayo and Guzman killed
Rafita after luring him out of his house by pretending
they had hit his young son with a car. “The boy didn’t
even realize that anything happened,” Zambada said.
“He just kept going on to school.”

Zambada admitted under cross-examination by
lawyer William Purpura that aspects of his account
may have changed. However, he maintained that his
court test imony was true. Among examples of
Guzman’s deeds, Zambada had told jurors that
Guzman was among the investors in a 20-ton cocaine
shipment intercepted by the US Coast Guard as it
was leaving Panama in 2006. Confronted by Purpura,
Zambada conceded that he may not have mentioned
Guzman as an investor in earlier statements he made
to US authorities.

Zambada had also testified that he helped arrange
for a helicopter to save Guzman from recapture fol-
lowing his 2001 escape from a Mexican prison.
Under cross-examination, he admitted that he might
not have mentioned the helicopter when he first
described the escape to authorities, though he insist-
ed the story was true. Zambada was arrested in 2008

and extradited to the United States in 2012. Guzman
was one of the world’s most wanted fugitives until he
was captured in January 2016 in his native Sinaloa,
after twice escaping prison. His trial is proceeding
under heavy security. —Reuters

NEW YORK: This handout photograph shows ‘El Chapo’ Guzman
Loera’s .38 Super pistol encrusted with diamonds on the handle
and his initials ‘JGL’, which was used as an exhibit by govern-
ment prosecutors during Guzmaan’s trial in Brooklyn federal
court.  —AFP

A Mississippi runoff: 
Democrats seek final 
twist to US midterms
WASHINGTON: The final twist in the US midterm elections
may emerge in Mississippi, where a Senate race that should
have been easy winnings for Donald Trump’s party is headed to
a runoff, after multiple stumbles by the Republican incumbent.
The president is counting on the reliably Republican stronghold
in the Deep South, where political battles are rarely on the
national radar, to give him some breathing room with his majori-
ty in the 100-member Senate. The runoff is looking increasingly
important for Trump. On election night, he could have argued
that his Republicans held their ground, as Democrats eked out a
win in the House. 

But as results were tallied in the weeks since, Democrats
now appear to have won about 40 House seats, their strongest
victory in decades, and managed to hold their own in the Senate
despite an unfavorable election map. Aware of the potential that
the November 27 runoff goes badly for Republican Senator
Cindy Hyde-Smith, Trump has scheduled election-eve rallies
with her in two cities in Mississippi, a state Trump won by near-
ly 18 percentage points in 2016. The tight Senate race in Florida
flipping to the Republicans helped improve the narrative for
Trump. If the party keeps Mississippi, Republicans will widen
their narrow pre-election 51-49 majority to 53-47.

But out of nowhere, Mississippi may now be in play thanks
to Hyde-Smith, who was appointed this year to fill a vacancy
but has stumbled badly on the campaign trail in recent weeks. In
praising a supporter, Hyde-Smith said she would be “on the
front row” if he invited her to attend a “public hanging.” Many
bridled at the comment, all too aware that Mississippi lynched
more African Americans than any other state. Days later, she
told a small crowd that laws that “make it just a little more diffi-
cult” for some liberal college students to vote are “a great idea.”

Hyde-Smith, 59, said her lynching remark was an “exagger-
ated expression of regard,” and that her voter suppression line
was a joke. But her gaffes have clearly shaken up the cam-
paign. “She’s trying really hard to turn this into a race,” profes-
sor John Bruce, who chairs the political science department at
the University of Mississippi said. If Democratic challenger
Mike Espy, a former congressman and the first African
American to represent Mississippi in Washington in more than
a century, manages to oust Hyde-Smith, “it will be an upset of
the status quo the likes of which we haven’t seen” in decades,
Bruce added. —Reuters


