
Pakistani Christian
needs a German
passport to leave 
FRANKFURT: The lawyer for Asia Bibi, a
Pakistani Christian acquitted of capital blasphemy
charges, appealed yesterday to Germany to give
her whole family citizenship to start a new life in
Europe. Saiful Mulook told a news conference in
Frankfurt that Bibi was now free but she and her
family needed a passport to leave the country. Bibi,
53, was convicted of blasphemy in 2010 over alle-
gations she made derogatory remarks about Islam
after neighbors objected to her drinking water
from their glass because she was not Muslim. The
Supreme Court acquitted her last month. “The
whole world is asking why she’s not coming,”
Mulook told reporters. “The answer is first that to
leave a country you need a visa or you require a
passport of another country.”

“If the German chancellor directs her ambas-
sador to give a passport to her, her husband and
her two daughters conferring German nationali-
ty, nobody can stop her for one second because
she is no longer Pakistani,” he added. “So far, no
government has come forward in such an open
and free manner,” he said. It was unclear why
citizenship, rather than a visa, was necessary for
her to leave Pakistan, though Mulook said pres-
sure from religious extremists was making it
harder for Islamabad to arrange her departure.
She and her family are staying at a safe house in
Pakistan, despite offers of asylum from countries
including Canada.

Mulook said the status of a friend of Bibi’s hus-
band, who has a wife and five daughters, whom he
would like to join them, was a sticking point.
Another wife of Bibi’s husband and her three

daughters were not seeking to leave Pakistan with
Bibi, he added. German officials have said that they
and a number of other countries are in talks with
Bibi’s family and the Pakistani government to find a
way of rehousing her. Mulook, who has himself

sought refuge in the Netherlands after being threat-
ened for taking on Bibi’s case, said Bibi had no pref-
erence as to which country she would travel to for
asylum. The German government had no immediate
comment on the request for a passport. — Reuters

BEIJING: Beijing’s municipal government will assign
citizens and firms “personal trustworthiness points” by
2021, state media reported yesterday, pioneering
China’s controversial plan for a “social credit” system
to monitor citizens and businesses. The system’s rollout
has attracted international headlines, sparking compar-
isons to George Orwell’s novel “Nineteen Eighty-
Four”, with critics saying it could massively heighten
the Chinese Communist Party’s already strict control
over society.

In a roadmap plan released in 2014, China said it
would by 2021 create a “social credit system” to
reward or punish individuals and corporations using
technology to record various measures of financial
credit, personal behavior and corporate misdeeds. But
it had not made any mention of using points, as pro-
posed by Beijing’s municipal government in a new plan
released on Monday to improve the city’s business
environment. Lists of data, actions and measures will
by used to create a trial system of “personal trustwor-
thiness points” for residents and companies in the cap-
ital. The term used can also be translated as “credit-
worthiness” or “integrity”.

The plan did not include details of how the point
system would work. But, it said, information from the
system could impact market access, public services,
travel, employment and the ability to start businesses,
with trustworthy individuals being provided a “green

channel” and those who are blacklisted being “unable
to move a step”. “This is an important novel approach
by Beijing to assess individuals’ credit and tie it to their
whole life,” an unnamed official from the municipal state
planner said, according to the Xinhua news agency.

The plan should serve as an example to the rest of
the nation for how to improve the behavior of individu-
als and businesses, Xinhua said. A second system will
also be set up to assess the trustworthiness of govern-
ment officials and departments by measuring whether
contracts and promises are honored, the results of
which will be included in performance assessments. The
social credit system, which is being built on the princi-
ple of “once untrustworthy, always restricted”, will
encourage government bodies to share more informa-
tion about individual and business misdeeds in order to
coordinate punishments and rewards.

Some experts say that the system remains nascent
and could help tackle social problems like fraud or
food security, as well as noting that punishments are
mostly restricted to industry specific blacklists rather
than a holistic score. A system for penalizing individu-
als blacklisted for such offences as failing to pay a
court-mandated fines that was put in place by the cen-
tral government was extended in March. The penalties
include banning offenders from making luxury pur-
chases, such as tickets for flights or high-speed rail, for
up to a year. —Reuters
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BEIJING: A woman gets her hair cut on a street in Beijing. —AFP 

Pakistan summons
US envoy in protest 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan summoned the US Charge d’Affaires in
Islamabad yesterday to protest President Donald Trump’s criticism
of Pakistan’s role in fighting terrorism and the killing of Osama bin
Laden. Trump’s comments over the last few days have angered
Pakistan, including Prime Minister Imran Khan, who on Monday hit
back by saying on Twitter that few allies had sacrificed or helped
the United States as much as Pakistan in its war on terror, suffering
75,000 casualties.

The friction threatens to worsen already fragile relations
between Islamabad and Washington, on-off allies which have
repeatedly clashed over the war in Afghanistan and Pakistan’s
alleged support for Islamist militants. Foreign Secretary Tehmina
Janjua called in US envoy Paul Jones “to register a strong protest
on the unwarranted and unsubstantiated allegations made against
Pakistan”. Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry said in a statement. Over the
weekend, Trump said in an interview Pakistan doesn’t “do a damn
thing” for the United States despite billions of dollars in US aid, and
alleged Pakistani officials knew of former Al-Qaeda leader bin
Laden’s location before his killing by US troops in a raid inside
Pakistan in 2011.

On Monday, Trump tweeted again and doubled down on those
claims. “Rejecting the insinuations about OBL, Foreign Secretary
reminded the US (Charge d’Affaires) that it was Pakistan’s intelli-
gence cooperation that provided the initial evidence to trace the
whereabouts of OBL,” the ministry said. Yesterday, Pakistan army
chief Qamar Javed Bajwa, without mentioning Trump, said “Pakistan
has done much more for peace in Afghanistan” than any other
country. “We have paid the highest military, economic, political and
social cost and the world should acknowledge that,” Bajwa added,
according to comments released by military spokesman Major
General Asif Ghafoor. —Reuters

FRANKFURT: Saif-ul-Mulook (C), the lawyer of Asia Bibi, a Pakistani Christian woman who spent
eight years on death row for blasphemy, speaks during a press conference next to Missio Catholic
NGO’s spokesman Johannes Seiberl (L) and Mulook’s long-time friend Amjad Ahmad. —AFP 

MUMBAI: An explosion at an ammunition
dump in India killed six people Tuesday, police
said, underscoring concerns over the country’s
handling of military equipment. Staff were dis-
posing of Russian anti-aircraft shells out of pro-
duction since 2014 when a box was dropped
and exploded, the Times of India reported.
“While the workers were unloading a crate of
ammunition it bumped on the ground, trigger-
ing an explosion which killed four of them on
the spot. Two others died on their way to the
hospital,” senior officer Nikhil Pingle said.

Ten others were injured in the blast in the
town of Pulgaon in Maharashtra state. India’s
armed forces have a history of fires and other
accidents which are often blamed on lax safety
standards. Two years ago a blast at the same
facility in Pulgaon killed 18 people, including
two senior army officers. The depot, one of the
country’s largest that stores bombs, grenades
and other ordnance, was built during World
War II. In 2013, a fire on the submarine INS
Sindhurakshak in Mumbai sank the vessel and
left 18 sailors dead. —AFP 
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