
DOHA: From North Africa and the Arabian Gulf to
Southeast Asia, Ooredoo is pushing forward with a
group-wide modernization program to enhance cus-
tomers’ digital experiences, all in an effort to stay one
step ahead of competitors in the global race to deliver
5G services. As part of the company’s heavy investment
in building world-class networks across its footprint -
providing a greater range of opportunities for people
to access employment, education, and entertainment
wherever they are -Ooredoo is leading the technology
scene, achieving world’s firsts on many levels.

Ookla, the global leader in internet testing and
analysis, has named four of Ooredoo’s operating com-
panies as “Fastest Mobile Network” in Qatar, Kuwait,
Oman, and Myanmar for the first half of 2018. The
results confirmed as well the Ooredoo Qatar has the
fastest mobile network in the world. These results were
based on in-country tests that were made during Q1-
Q2 2018 in each of the winning markets. 

Sheikh Saud Bin Nasser Al Thani, Chief Executive
Officer, Ooredoo Group, said: “Today, most communi-
cation needs depend on wireless devices, whether to
make crystal clear calls or to use the Internet and stay
connected anywhere. At Ooredoo, we pay close atten-
tion to how our cus-
tomers use our net-
work to be able to
respond with the nec-
essary enhancements
and enable them to
experience seamless,
superfast connectivity at all times.” Ooredoo Group
continues to invest heavily in the markets where it
operates, implementing network modernization projects
across companies.

Introducing 5G
Building on an impressive number of earlier mile-

stones, including the first-in-the-region trials of 5G on
Qatar National Day in 2016, the completion of 10 5G-
ready base stations in May 2017, and the launch of the
5G Business services trial in partnership with Qatar
Airways in November 2017, Ooredoo Qatar was the
first operator in the world to have launched a live com-
mercial 5G network in May 2018 - a major technologi-
cal breakthrough for Ooredoo and the telecommunica-
tions industry worldwide. 

As well, Ooredoo Qatar has reached another world-
first milestone, with the delivery of the first commercial
5G home broadband devices. Today, with more than 85
5G network towers on-air around Doha, the company is
pushing forward with testing the world’s largest live 5G
network. And indeed, most recently Ooredoo Qatar
showcased the true power and speed of 5G with Smart
City technology that will be available in the future.

At the event, Ooredoo has successfully tested a
number of technologies in different locations around
The Pearl Qatar, including the world’s first Self-Driving
5G connected Aerial Taxi, a 5G Experience Bus and a
futuristic 8K VR experience on a modern House Boat.
In Kuwait, Ooredoo has launched 5G on a number of
test sites, with internet speeds reaching more than
2Gbps. The launch comes as the company prepares to
release the biggest, highly advanced network across
Kuwait in 2018.

This launch follows the completion of a network
upgrade in more than 1,100 locations across Kuwait,

aimed at increasing net-
work capacity. Ooredoo
Kuwait has also increased
the number of sites with
updated LTE-A technology
to better serve the latest
and upcoming models of
routers and smartphones.
Ooredoo Myanmar suc-
cessfully rolled out 4G+
across 244 townships,
enabling more than 16 mil-
lion people to access high
speed internet services.
This, in addition to becom-
ing the first operator in
Myanmar to showcase
Voice over LTE (VoLTE). Earlier this year, the company
completed a 4G Pro network demonstration, showcas-
ing its readiness to bring in 5G. Trials of 5G services are
expected to start this year.

Commenting on the major milestones, Sheikh Saud
said: “As the number of connected devices grows,
there’s a greater need for data transmission and more

efficient technology to
support it, which is why
it’s now time for 5G. This
technology will facilitate
substantial growth in the
Internet of Things, see-
ing that almost every-

thing is connected and communicating. People around
the world will experience the power of 5G, helping con-
sumers enjoy the internet more and businesses to run
more efficiently than ever.”

Boosting network speeds and expansion
Carrying on with network modernization projects

across Ooredoo companies, Ooredoo Oman has suc-
cessfully expanded its high-speed 4G network to more
than 900 new locations, with Ooredoo’s 4G now cover-
ing over 90% of Oman’s population. Ooredoo Algeria
has successfully rolled out its 4G network across the
country, becoming the first operator ever to cover all 48
provinces (Wilayas). Today, with the largest 4G network
in Algeria, Ooredoo enables nearly 50% of the popula-
tion to access superfast internet and benefit from all the
digital opportunities that come with it.

In Tunisia, 92% of the population has access to
Ooredoo Tunisia’s 4G network, with over 350 additional
4G sites added in 2018. Indosat Ooredoo continues to
expand its 4G network and plans significant expansion
of its 4G coverage in 2019. To meet the evolving needs
of its customers in terms of internet speeds, data usage,
latency and better video experience, Ooredoo Maldives
was the first operator in Maldives to have rolled out 4G
network nationwide and upgraded its transmission net-
work to full IP, enabling everyone on the Ooredoo net-
work to enjoy a great data experience. Ooredoo
Maldives was also the first Ooredoo company to have
been granted a 5G spectrum license in February 2018
and plans to trial 5G technology in the near future.

In Palestine, Ooredoo’s Wataniya Mobile has suc-
cessfully launched 3G services in West Bank earlier this
year and is seeing strong demand on the service. With
this launch, Wataniya Mobile’s customers are now
enjoying high quality voice calls and internet access,

video calls and mobile TV via their smartphones, using
the company’s fastest 3G network in the West Bank.
Ooredoo’s Asiacell in Iraq is enabling people to enjoy
faster internet speeds, as the company continues to
expand its 3G coverage nationwide, building more than
50 new 3G sites in new areas of the country with plans
to trial 4G services later this year. 

Also this year, Asiacell successfully restored 200
sites in a numbers of areas and modernized and upgrad-
ed more than 300 sites to 3G. Sheikh Saud concluded:
“We will continue investing in our networks to ensure
seamless connectivity that caters to our customers’

growing digital needs. Our 4G networks deployments
across our global footprint is substantially improving
both spectral and energy efficiency, which in turn is
increasing network capacity for devices that are cur-
rently available to customers. 

Most importantly, we continue to lead the evolution
of the 5G ecosystem, working to provide life-changing
network enhancements to our customers that will see
them enabled to experience connectivity and the
Internet of Things in a whole different way - from dri-
verless cars, to flying taxis, to even making purchases
that are delivered through 5G-connected drones.”
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The launch ceremony of the 5G network in Kuwait last June.

Sheikh Saud bin 
Naser Al-Thani

Ooredoo pushes network enhancements 
across companies in preparation for 5G

One step ahead of competitors in the global race to deliver 5G services

Al Sayer wins 
platinum award 
from GORD 
DOHA: Al Sayer Holding was bestowed with the pres-
tigious Sustainability Award from Gulf Organization for
Research and Development (GORD) at the 2018
Sustainability Summit recently held in Doha, Qatar.
GORD is recognized as the first performance-based
system in the MENA region, developed for rating the
green buildings and infrastructure.

According to Mohamed Naser Al-Sayer Executive
Board Member and Chairman of Sustainability com-
mittee “Al Sayer Holding is reinstating its continued

commitment having awarded the prestigious
Sustainability Award for 2016 for adopting sustainabil-
ity best practices in design of the landmark Toyota
City project.”

For 2018 Al Sayer won the award under commercial
sector for their leadership and commitment to adopt
sustainability best practices in the Operations of the
headquarter building at Free Trade Zone Area in
Kuwait. Sustainability initiatives for Green building
were adopted in the field of Energy, Water, Indoor
Environment, Waste Management and Facility
Management. “We are extremely honored to cooper-
ate with GORD to actively engage in adopting the
innovative green building ideas to strengthen the
resilience towards climate change by moving to low-
carbon societies, reducing emissions and improving
the understanding of climate science to realize a
greener world” added Mohamed Naser Al-Sayer.

Philanthropist Yusuff 
Ali receives honorary
doctorate from 
Middlesex University
DUBAI: The renowned Middlesex University con-
ferred its honorary doctorate on leading business-
man and philanthropist Yusuff Ali MA yesterday.
Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan was the chief
guest of the graduation event. While addressing the
graduates and dignitaries, Sheikh Nahyan stressed
the importance of education, which defines the char-
acter of an individual. Sheikh Nahyan further said

that investing in education is investing in future that
also shapes values of citizens. He said that Future of
the world is depend on students and urged students
to continuously learn which is a never ending
process. 

Shaikh Nayan also congratulated Yusuff Ali on
receiving the honorary doctorate and said that
“Yusuff Ali played an important role to strengthen
India-UAE relationship and for setting benchmarks
in entrepreneurial leadership. Shaikh Nahyan also
praised the commitment of Yusuff Ali to fellow
human being and described him as a persona with
impressive record of achievement.” More than 300
students were also awarded graduation degrees by
Sheikh Nahyan. Also present on the occasion were
Dr Tayeb Kamali, Hamad Abdulla Al Shamsi,
Chairman of Amanat Holding, Chancellor, PVC and
other dignitaries

ABK closes for Prophet
Muhammad’s birthday
KUWAIT: On the occasion of Prophet Muhammad’s
(PBUH) birthday, ABK would like to announce that it’s

branches will be closed for business on Thursday 22nd
November 2018. The Bank will resume business as usu-
al on Sunday 25th November 2018. ABK’s online serv-
ice and Call Center will be available 24 hours a day
during the holiday and can be reached by contacting an
ABK customer service agent via Ahlan Ahli at 1899899
or visit eahli.com

AUB closes on Prophet 
Muhammad’s birthday
KUWAIT: On the occasion of the anniversary of the
birth of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him),
Ahli United Bank (AUB) congratulates and extends its
warm wishes to His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, the government, the citizens of Kuwait and all
residents across the country. In related matter, Ahli

United Bank announced in a press release that it will
suspend its business tomorrow, Thursday 22 November
2018, and will resume work as usual on Sunday 25
November 2018.

AUB reconfirmed that customers will be able to
communicate with the Bank through the Bankís elec-
tronic channels, including the mobile application and
the 24/7 telebanking ‘Hayakom’ service on 1812000 to
conduct all their banking services and answer all their
enquiries or through the internet banking at www.ahli-
united.com.kw and the Bankís social media platforms.
Furthermore, customers can also conduct their financial
transactions through the Bank’s ATMs which are con-
veniently located across Kuwait.


