
Eel trafficking
in EU, world’s 
‘biggest wildlife 
crime’ 
PARIS: Billions of euros worth of critically
endangered eels are being trafficked each
year from Europe, ending up on tables in
China and Japan in what campaigners say is
“the largest wildlife crime on Earth.” Stocks
of European eel (anguilla anguilla) have
plummeted 90 percent in three decades as
mankind has developed the wetlands and
dammed the rivers it needs to grow and
feed in, and experts fear criminal gangs

smuggling the lucrative fish are pushing it
towards oblivion. Despite growing alarm
from conservationists, hundreds of tons of
eels are still legally and illegally fished each
year. In France-which catches more of the
fish than any other EU state-the issue has
taken on political dimensions.

“There’s around 10 percent of stocks left
compared to 30 years ago due to habitat
loss and what we’ve done to the migration
pathways in Europe,” Andrew Kerr, chair-
man of the Sustainable Eel Group (SEG)
that works to conserve the species said.
The eel’s vertiginous decline has provoked
some action from governments and law
enforcement agencies. It is now listed in the
CITES international convention on trade in
endangered species, resulting in strict
national catch quotas.

The problem, according to Michel
Vignaud, head of fishing regulation at

France’s National Biodiversity Agency, is
exploding Asian demand for a product
viewed as both a delicacy and an aphro-
disiac. “We cannot legally export eels out-
side the EU, but the prices are different in
Asia. There is a real Asian demand for eel,”
he said. The UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organization said that in 2016 China pro-
duced close to a quarter of a million tons of
eel for consumption, far ahead of Japan-
where eating eel is seen as bringing good
luck and fertility-and the EU. 

The bloc’s law enforcement agency
EUROPOL estimates as many as 100 tons
of baby eels-known as glass eels for their
translucent skin-are trafficked abroad each
year: equivalent to around 350 million fish.
“Glass eels trafficking involves environmen-
tal crime, smuggling, document fraud, tax
evasion and money laundering,” a
spokesman said. —AFP 

MUMBAI: Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey has been
accused of inciting hate against India’s highest caste
after being photographed holding a poster declaring
“smash Brahminical patriarchy” during a visit to the
country. Dorsey was snapped holding the offending
poster alongside six women who participated in a
discussion last week on the role of Twitter in India,
where caste is a flashpoint issue and grievances can
turn violent.

The reference to Brahmins, the traditional priestly
class who sit atop the rigid caste hierarchy, outraged
some Hindus when the photograph was posted online
Sunday evening. “Do you realize that this picture has

potential of causing communal riots at a time when
several States are going to Assembly Elections in
India,” tweeted Indian police officer Sandeep Mittal.
“Even now an apology is not offered. Actually its (sic)
a fit case for registration of a criminal case for attempt
to destabilize (sic) the nation,” he added.

Twitter defended Dorsey in comments posted on its
official India page Monday, saying a low-caste activist
had “shared her personal experiences and gifted a
poster to Jack”. “It is not a statement from Twitter or
our CEO, but a tangible reflection of our company’s
efforts to see, hear, and understand all sides of impor-
tant public conversations that happen on our service

around the world,” the company said. Another user,
tweeting under the name Prassant DeshPehle (country
first), wrote: “Shame on you @jack. Hate against any
community or group should be condemned. Spewing
hate on one to please the other isn’t right.”

But others praised the Twitter chief for touching on
the plight of marginalized, low-caste Dalit communities
and women in India, a conservative country of 1.25 bil-
lion. “Dalit lynching and oppression, incidents of which
we read about every other day, do not cause as much
Twitter outrage as Jack Dorsey holding up a placard
saying ‘End Brahmin Patriarchy’,” wrote user Ranjona
Banerji. South Asian historian Audrey Truschke said:

“My Twitter feed is full of elite men hyperventilating
about Twitter CEO @jack holding a sign that calls out
sex-based & caste-based discrimination in India.”

“Caste and sexism are real and virulent in modern
India. If you want to be angry about something, let it
be that reality,” she added. Caste politics can explode
into violence in India, where a centuries-old hierarchy
has divided Hindus into classes starting with Brahmins
and ending with the Dalits - formerly known as
“untouchables”. Although the system has been official-
ly abolished, it still prevails in rural areas and deter-
mines where people live, who they marry and what
type of work they do. — AFP 
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SYDNEY: China has sharply escalat-
ed cyberattacks on Australian compa-
nies this year in a “constant, significant
effort” to steal intellectual property,
according to a report published yes-
terday that angered Beijing. The inves-
tigation by Fairfax Media and commer-
cial broadcaster Channel Nine comes
just days after US Vice President Mike
Pence accused Beijing at the APEC
summit of widespread “intellectual
property theft”.

The report said China’s Ministry of
State Security was responsible for
“Operation Cloud Hopper”, a wave of
attacks it said were detected by
Canberra and its partners in the “Five
Eyes” intelligence alliance-the US,
Britain, Canada and New Zealand. An
unnamed senior Australian government
official told Fairfax the activity was “a
constant, significant effort to steal our
intellectual property”, while other offi-
cials expressed frustration that firms

and universities were not tightening
their security. Cyber experts echoed
the government sources, with US
cybersecurity company CrowdStrike
saying they “noticed a significant
increase in attacks in the first six
months of this year”.

“The activity is mainly from China
and it’s targeting all sectors. There’s no
doubt the gloves are off,” CrowdStrike
vice president Mike Sentonas told
Fairfax. The alleged attacks took place
despite an agreement between
Canberra and Beijing last year “not to
conduct or support cyber-enabled
theft” of intellectual property and oth-
er commercial secrets. The Chinese
foreign ministry dismissed the report,
saying it was “without foundation in
fact”. The allegations are “unprofes-
sional, irresponsible, and obviously
have ulterior motives”, ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang told a regular
press briefing. — Reuters

The science of
how cats’
tongues keep 
them clean
WASHINGTON: US researchers, armed
with high-speed video cameras, have
revealed the secret to cat grooming. It’s all
in the tongue. Just not the way they thought.
A cat’s tongue contains 300 little scoop-
shaped spines called filiform papillae which
they moisten with saliva to clean their fur,
said the report Monday in the Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences, a
peer-reviewed journal. Until now, the scien-
tific consensus on the matter was that these
papillae were cone-shaped, almost like little
claws. But in reality, these structures, made
of keratin, end in U-shaped hollows at the
tips, wicking saliva from the mouth and
transferring it to the fur and skin.

“It looks just like a half pipe,” said co-
author Alexis Noel, a researcher at the
Georgia Tech Research Institute. “It’s very
much like a coffee straw when we stick a
straw into fluid, the water actually wicks up
into this little cavity surface. So when the
cat goes to groom, it’s able to take these
fluids into the spines and penetrate them

deep into the hairs and be able to distribute
their cleaning saliva throughout all of the
hairs,” Noel, whose background is in
mechanical engineering, told AFP. Cats
spend about one quarter of their l ives
cleaning themselves. They spend about 14
hours a day sleeping.

Maintaining their fur helps remove fleas,
debris and excess heat. Cat fur consists of
an exterior layer for protection and an inte-
rior one for warmth. Six different types of

felines were studied, including domestic
cats, tigers and lions. Researchers also dis-
sected the tongues of dead cats, and filmed
in high speed video the tongues of domestic
cats in action. Researchers say practical
applications could include futuristic human
hairbrushes modeled after the feline tongue.
There could also be industrial uses. “This
could be really helpful for carpet cleaning
technology, so as to distribute cleaning fluid
deep into carpets,” Noel said. —AFP 

Photo shows a domestic cat grooming its fur. The cats’ tongue contains 300 small, rigid,
spoon-shaped papillae that allow them to wet the hair base with their saliva, US
researchers have observed using high-resolution cameras. — AFP 

Twitter CEO Dorsey sparks 
Indian social media storm

Twitter CEO trolled for ‘hate mongering’ against Brahmins

NEW YORK: A student from Mount Saint Mary’s College holds a plastic bag of glass eels
that were caught in the Quassaick Creek as part of a project by the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation and Cornell’s Water Resource Institute to
monitor eel populations. — AFP 

Surge in China theft of Australia
company secrets, report says


