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Pacquiao teases Mayweather 
rematch after January bout
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LONDON: European record holder Mo Farah is
to run next year’s London Marathon for the third
time, organisers said yesterday. The multi-
Olympic, world and European champion over
10,000 and 5,000 metres retired from the track
after the 2017 season to concentrate full-time on
the marathon, having dipped his toe in at London
in 2014.

In this year’s race he finished third in two
hours, six minutes, 21 seconds to break Steve
Jones’s 1985 British record but was more than two
minutes adrift of winner Eliud Kipchoge, who has
since taken the world record down to 2:01.39.

With another six months of dedicated training
under his belt, Farah claimed his first win over the
26.2-mile distance by taking September’s Chicago
Marathon in 2:05.11 — a European record.

“I’m delighted to confirm I’ll be returning to
race the Virgin Money London Marathon again
next year,” Farah said in a statement. “I’ve often
said how racing in London is very special to me
and the London Marathon gives me the chance to
run in front of my fans, on my home roads, where
the atmosphere is like nothing else.

“I feel I have made great strides in the past
year, finishing third in London in April, and win-
ning my first major marathon in Chicago in
October. That and breaking both the British and
European records has given me the confidence
that I can compete against the best marathon run-
ners in the world. “London always puts together a
world-class field and I expect that will be exactly
the same in 2019 and I can’t wait for the chal-
lenge.” Farah, 35, is the first athlete to be
announced for the 2019 race, which will take place
on Sunday April 28. — Reuters

Farah to run 2019 
London Marathon

Pacquiao, the only fighter to win world titles in eight different weight divisions
NEW YORK: Filipino veteran Manny Pacquiao
revealed Monday he has spoken with Floyd
Mayweather about a possible sequel to their 2015
superfight, but said no decision would be taken on a
rematch until the New Year.

Speaking in New York to confirm details of his
January 19 fight against Adrien Broner, Pacquiao said
he had discussed a rematch with Mayweather during a
recent trip to Japan. “When I met up with Floyd in
Japan, we talked and he said he wants to come out of
retirement to challenge me,” Pacquiao said. 

“All I know is fighting in the ring and entertaining
people. That’s my job. Floyd has come out of retirement
and we’ll see after this fight.” Mayweather scored a
unanimous victory over Pacquiao in 2015’s “Fight of the
Century”, which was largely regarded as a let-down
despite being the highest-grossing fight of all time.

Since then, speculation about a possible rematch
between the two welterweights has flickered, with
Mayweather saying in September he was ready to fight
Pacquiao. “I’m coming back to fight Manny Pacquiao
this year another 9 figure pay day on the way,”
Mayweather wrote on Instagram.

Meanwhile Pacquiao, who will be fighting in the
United States for the first time in two years in January’s
bout, said Monday he remained solely focused on
Broner before any return with Mayweather.

“We cannot underestimate Broner and this fight,”
Pacquiao said. “We will discuss anything with Floyd

Mayweather after that.” Pacquiao, 39, will face Broner
at the MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas.

Pacquiao holds the World Boxing Association’s reg-
ular welterweight crown, a step below US unbeaten
WBA ‘super champion’ Keith Thurman, after stopping
Argentina’s Lucas Matthysse in July at Kuala Lumpur.

“I have missed fighting in Las Vegas. It has been a sec-
ond home to me,” Pacquiao said. “Returning to the MGM
Grand Garden Arena to defend my world title against
Adrien Broner is an exciting way to stage my homecom-
ing.” Pacquiao, 60-7 with two drawn and 39 knockouts in
a career that began in 1995, turns 40 in December while
American Broner is 33-3 with one drawn and 24 knock-
outs. Pacquiao, the only fighter to win world titles in eight
different weight divisions, has continued fighting after
reversing a decision to retire in 2016.

Early Manny retirement? 
Broner, however, said Monday he planned to send

Pacquiao into permanent retirement.
“I have paid my dues in this sport, and now it’s time

for me to get mine,” Broner said. “I get more views than
everybody when I fight. A lot of people are going to see
me pack off Pacquiao into retirement, and without his
belt.” Last month, Pacquiao signed with adviser Al
Haymon’s Premier Boxing Champions group after being
promoted by Top Rank’s Bob Arum, Haymon’s main
rival, for the past 14 years.

The move ensures Pacquiao will have chances to

fight the best in the welterweight division as Haymon’s
fighters include Americans Thurman, 28-0 with 22
knockouts; World Boxing Council champion Shawn

Porter, 29-2 with one drawn and 17 knockouts, and
International Boxing Federation champion Errol Spence
Jr., 24-0 with 21 knockouts. —AFP

File photo shows Manny Pacquiao (right) with Floyd Mayweather after their fight.

KFH’s participation in the conference   

NEW DELHI: India’s Mary Kom yesterday advanced
to the semi-finals of the women’s world boxing
championships, assuring a seventh competition
medal and title as the most successful fighter in the
event’s history.

The 35-year-old pugilist beat China’s Wu Yu 5-0
in the 48kg quarterfinals of the flagship contest in
New Delhi, ensuring at least a bronze medal as she
advances to the final four. The Indian champ was tied
on six medals with Irish legend Katie Taylor before
this edition of the International Boxing Association
event, but Tuesday’s victory over Wu will take her
tally to a record seven.

“It was very tough. Once I knew her game (Wu), I
planned and made the strategy accordingly,” Kom
told reporters.  “China keep changing their boxers
and do not repeat them. They have got a lot of box-
ers, good boxers and strong boxers.”

Kom, who was the subject of a Bollywood film in
2014, will take on a familiar foe in North Korea’s Kim
Hyang Mi in the semi-final tomorrow. She beat Kim
last year to clinch her fifth Asian Championship title,
but was not underestimating her opponent. “I don’t
have to be too overconfident. Just be confident,” said
Kom, who is a five-time world champion.

“Her game can change from that last loss. She would
have analysed my fight. I will look at her in the ring in
the first round and then see from there.” — AFP

India’s Kom marches 
toward record 7th 
world champ medal

DOHA: As the four-year countdown for 2022 FIFA
World Cup Qatar kicks off on November 21st, beIN is
dedicating a full day in honor of one of the biggest
sporting events in the world on several of its channels,
live from the host nation.

From special programs and interviews to reports,
beIN will broadcast the captivating history and experi-
ences of the World Cup throughout the years through
its unrivalled commentary, expertise, and exclusive
footage of some of the most iconic moments in football. 

Having been the official broadcaster of the FIFA
World Cup since 2010, and also the official broadcast-
er of 2022 FIFA World Cup Qatar, several beIN star
presenters and guests will report live from several
locations around Qatar, including the revamped and
ultra-modern Khalifa International Stadium, giving
viewers a glimpse into what to expect in just a few
short years.

Viewers can tune into beIN’s English and Arabic
channels, as well as beIN’s dedicated 4K channel, to
catch historic World Cup matches. beIN’s official social
media accounts will surprise followers with additional
exclusive content and live interviews from Qatar.

Commenting on 2022 FIFA World Cup Qatar(tm),
beIN MEDIA GROUP Sports Advisor Jonathan
Whitehead said: “As the official broadcaster,  beIN
MEDIA GROUP’s prime focus is providing millions of
viewers with outstanding, top quality and dynamic
coverage of the greatest football tournament in the
world. As an organization with a strong and very proud

footprint in the Middle East, beIN MEDIA GROUP is
tremendously excited that the FIFA World Cup will be
coming to the Arab region for the first time”.

“We are also enormously confident in Qatar’s ability
to deliver an exceptional World Cup experience, and
recent major events in the country have been terrific
successes: the 2006 Asian Games, the 2015 World
Men’s Handball Championship and next year the World
Championships in Athletics. In addition to combining
vibrant Qatari culture and hospitality with innovative
fan and player experiences, the compact nature of

2022 FIFA World Cup Qatar(tm) will offer millions of
fans a unique and distinct experience, and build a last-
ing legacy in Qatar and the entire MENA region,” he
added. beIN is the official broadcaster for the 2022
FIFA World Cup Qatar(tm) and the 2026 FIFA World
Cup, having started its journey as the official broad-
caster of the FIFA tournament since 2010. Follow
beIN’sInstagram, Facebook and Twitter accounts
@beINSPORTS and @beINSPORTS_MENA for
Twitter Arabic for all the updates as Qatar counts
down to the 2022 FIFA World Cup.

The countdown is 
on: 2022 Qatar

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) participated in
the Kuwait International Arabian Horse Festival organ-
ized by Bait Al Arab Kuwait Stud Show Arena as part of
its continuing efforts to support the major events and
forums held in Kuwait, especially sport-related events. 

The event was held the under the patronage of H.H.
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. The festival attracts huge number of visitors
from the GCC and other Arab Countries.

The Egyptian Horses championship Kuwait took has
been concluded in the presence of Mohammed Al-Jabri
- Minister of Information and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs. There are still some more upcoming
championships. 

KFH was praised in recognition of its main sponsor-
ship and keenness to participate in the national events
and celebrations while sponsoring and supporting sport
and the youth as part of its social responsibility.

KFH participates in Kuwait Int’l Arabian Horse Festival 


