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Anthony Davis’ scores 29 points and 
Randle’s triple-double lead Pelicans

Embiid scores 33 and grab 17 rebounds to lead 76ers past Phoenix

DUBAI: The International Cricket Council yester-
day dismissed a compensation claim by Pakistan
over India’s refusal to honour an agreement to
play bilateral series.

“Following a three-day hearing and having
considered detailed oral and written submissions,
the Dispute Panel has dismissed the PCB’s claim
against the BCCI,” the ICC said in a statement. 

The decision cannot be appealed. The dispute
centred on a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) according to which India and Pakistan had
agreed to play six bilateral series between 2015-
2023, four of which would be hosted by Pakistan.

The PCB had filed a compensation claim of
$70 million. But India refused to play Pakistan cit-
ing the Indian government’s objections due to
strained relations with Pakistan.

According to the agreement, the six tours
would include up to 14 Tests, 30 one-days and 12
Twenty20 internationals. 

The MoU was a reward to Pakistan for backing
the “Big Three” plan according to which India,
Australia and England had the major share of
power and revenues of world cricket. 

However, that arrangement fell apart and the
BCCI refused to accept the MoU as a legal docu-
ment, dismissing it as a “piece of paper”.

India cut off cricket ties with Pakistan after the
2008 terrorist attacks on Mumbai which left more
than 160 people killed.

The two sides have not played a full series
since Pakistan’s tour of India in 2007. Pakistan
toured India for a limited-overs series with two
Twenty20s and three one-day internationals from
December 2012-January 2013 but full ties were
not restored. 

After negotiations about the proposed tours
failed, the PCB filed a notice of dispute with the
ICC resolution committee in November last year,
claiming the 70 million dollars in compensation.

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB), which has
reportedly spent one million dollars fighting the
case, described the decision as “disappointing.”

“Following a lengthy dispute resolution
process, the announcement of the decision has
come as a disappointment,” it said.

“PCB will determine its future course of action
in this regard after detailed deliberations and con-
sultations with its stakeholders.”

The Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) welcomed the decision, saying it had
always maintained that the MoU was non-bind-
ing and that it “merely expressed an intention
to play”.

“The BCCI wholeheartedly welcomes the deci-
sion of the Dispute Panel. The BCCI will now move
the Dispute Panel to recover its legal cost from the
PCB,” it said in a press release. — AFP
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NEW ORLEANS: Anthony Davis scored 29 points and
Julius Randle came off the bench to add a triple-double
as the New Orleans Pelicans routed the San Antonio
Spurs 140-126 on Monday night. Davis, who scored a
combined 83 points in his previous two games, finished
the Monday game six points shy of 10,000 points for
his seven-year career. The Pelicans, who improved to
8-1 at home, swept a three-game homestand in which
they averaged 131 points. They have won six of their
last seven games. Randle finished with 21 points, 14
rebounds and 10 assists. E’Twaun Moore scored 24
points, and Jrue Holiday scored 21 for New Orleans.
DeMar DeRozan scored 21 points to lead San Antonio.
Bryn Forbes had 20 and former Pelican Dante
Cunningham scored 19 for the Spurs, who lost for the
sixth time in eight games.

KINGS 117, THUNDER 113
Buddy Hield scored 25 points, hitting 3-pointers on

three consecutive possessions late in the fourth quarter,
to help lift Sacramento past visiting Oklahoma City.
Hield’s late treys helped the Kings overcome a strong
finish from the Thunder’s Russell Westbrook, who
scored 13 of his game-high 29 points in the fourth quar-
ter. Westbrook, who missed six consecutive games
because of a sprained ankle and the birth of twin
daughters over the weekend, also had 13 rebounds and
seven assists. Iman Shumpert scored 23 points for the
Kings, all in the first half. Bogdan Bogdanovic scored 16
points, and Marvin Bagley III had 15 points and 13
rebounds for Sacramento. Paul George added 27 points
for Oklahoma City.

BUCKS 104, NUGGETS 98
Giannis Antetokounmpo finished with 29 points, 12

rebounds and six assists to lead host Milwaukee past
Denver. Eric Bledsoe added 23 points on 8-of-10
shooting, and Malcolm Brogdon and Khris Middleton
added 13 points apiece for the Bucks, who have won
consecutive games for the first time since a 7-0 start.
Nikola Jokic scored 20 points and Jamal Murray had 17
points, eight rebounds and nine assists for the Nuggets.

HORNETS 117, CELTICS 112
Kemba Walker scored 43 points, and host Charlotte

rallied from a 10-point deficit in the fourth quarter to

beat Boston. Walker scored 21 of his points in the fourth
quarter, singlehandedly leading the comeback until
Tony Parker hit two clutch baskets in the final two min-
utes. Walker’s 3-pointer with 33.3 seconds left gave the
Hornets a six-point lead and all but settled the out-
come. In the process, Walker reclaimed his spot as the
league’s leading scorer. He came into the night averag-
ing 28.7 points per game, behind LeBron James’ 28.8,
but now holds a slight edge over James. Kyrie Irving led
the Celtics with 27 points and 11 assists.

76ERS 119, SUNS 114
Joel Embiid scored 33 points and grabbed 17

rebounds to lead host Philadelphia past Phoenix. It was
Embiid’s 11th game this season with at least 30 points and
10 rebounds. The Sixers improved to 9-0 at home and
secured their 19th straight home win dating to last sea-
son. This is their longest home winning streak since tally-
ing 24 straight from Nov. 27, 1982, to March 23, 1983. Ben
Simmons added 19 points, 11 rebounds and nine assists
for the Sixers, who have won three in a row. Devin Booker
led the Suns with 37 points, while TJ Warren added 21
and rookie DeAndre Ayton chipped in with 17.

PACERS 121, JAZZ 94
Bojan Bogdanovic scored 21 points and Domantas

Sabonis just missed recording a triple-double as host
Indiana cruised past Utah. Sabonis finished with 19
points, nine rebounds and a career-high nine assists in
26 minutes off the bench. The win was the third straight
for the Pacers, who completed a sweep of a three-game
homestand that also included games against Miami and
Atlanta. The Pacers were playing without leading scorer
Victor Oladipo, who missed his first game of the season
because of a sore right knee. Ricky Rubio led the Jazz
with 28 points, six assists and three steals.

GRIZZLIES 98, MAVERICKS 88
Mike Conley scored a game-high 28 points, which

included seven 3-pointers, as host Memphis cooled off
Dallas. The Grizzlies won for the seventh time in eight
home games, while Dallas saw its season-best, four-
game winning streak come to an end while losing for
the seventh time in eight road games. The Mavericks’
88 points marked a season low. Conley’s seventh 3-
pointer with 4:26 to go in the game came on the heels

of Garrett Temple’s second 3-pointer for a 90-84 lead.
Marc Gasol, who finished with 17 points, 15 rebounds,
four assists and four blocks, then splashed a jumper to
give Memphis the largest lead of the game, 92-84 with
3:01 to go.

CLIPPERS 127, HAWKS 119
Tobias Harris and Montrezl Harrell combined to

score 49 points and lead Los Angeles to its fifth straight
win at the expense of host Atlanta. Harris scored 24
points and was 4-for-8 on 3-point attempts while
adding eight rebounds and two blocks. Harrell came off
the bench to score 25 points and made a career-best 15
free throws while adding 11 rebounds, five steals and
two blocks. Atlanta lost its eighth straight game and the
12th of its last 13. The defeat came despite 25 points
and a career-high 17 assists from rookie Trae Young.

Young broke out of a three-game scoring slump that
saw him limited to single digits, including only four
points in a Nov. 13 loss at Golden State. He scored 19 in
the first half Monday to pace the Hawks to a 64-61
halftime lead.

PISTONS 113, CAVALIERS 102
Andre Drummond had 23 points, 16 rebounds and

three blocks to boost host Detroit past Cleveland. Blake
Griffin had 21 points, 12 rebounds and five assists, and
Reggie Bullock contributed 21 points and four assists
for the Pistons, who led by as many as 30 points.
Reggie Jackson added 13 points, and Ish Smith tossed
in 11 off the bench. The Cavaliers had six players in
double figures, led by rookie Collin Sexton’s 18 points
and four assists. Jordan Clarkson had 16 points, four
rebounds and four assists off the bench. — Reuters

BRISBANE: India captain Virat Kohli insisted yesterday
Australia have the quality to upset the odds in their
Twenty20 series and said his team will be focusing on
the “little things” to come out on top. The visitors open
their tour with the first of three T20s in Brisbane today
ahead of four Tests and three one-dayers that will keep
them in Australia until late January.

In the short format, they have been by far the better
team in recent times. Australia have also been weak-
ened by ball-tampering bans to key batsmen Steve
Smith and David Warner. “We definitely have a very
strong side,” said Kohli, who last month became the
fastest to reach 10,000 runs in one-day internationals,
breaking Sachin Tendulkar’s record.

“When we step on the field we have 11 individuals
striving for excellence, they want to be the best they
can. “Those are the dynamics that have allowed us to
play the cricket that we are and hopefully we can build
on that.”

While Kohli is a dangerman for India, so are KL
Rahul and Rohit Sharma, who has smashed two cen-
turies in four T20 innings since July. They both sit

above their captain on the T20 batting rankings.
Despite Australia being without Smith and Warner-

who will need to serve their full 12-month bans for ball-
tampering, after Cricket Australia yesterday ruled out
any reductions yesterday-Kohli is adamant the hosts
still pose a big threat.

“There’s no denying the quality they have in their
side,” he said. “They still have world-class cricketers,
though missing out on two of the world’s best batsmen
in not ideal for any team. “But the guys they have, espe-
cially in the limited-overs game, can do damage at any
point in time. You can never underestimate any side.
We’re won’t be taking anything for granted.”

India arrived in Australia on the back of a home
thrashing of the West Indies, but their form traditionally
is more fragile on the road. Kohli said they planned to
“do the little things right so we can win more situations
than the opposition”.

“We definitely believe we have the quality to win,
but it will boil down to how we think in each moment in
every game we play.” Australia were beaten in both
white-ball formats by South Africa in recent weeks, but
skipper Aaron Finch is confident they can turn their for-
tunes around with a more assertive approach.

“It’s going to be a great opportunity for us to come
out and express ourselves, play some great attacking
cricket, take the game on and really try and take it to
India,” he said yesterday.

And Finch believes they are close to winning their
first series since new coach Justin Langer took over,
after Darren Lehmann stepped down following the

tampering row. “India are in great form but we feel as
though we’ve been building really nicely without get-
ting results going our way so far,” he said.

Australia squad: Aaron Finch (capt), Ashton Agar,
Jason Behrendorff, Alex Carey, Nathan Coulter-Nile,
Chris Lynn, Ben McDermott, Glenn Maxwell, D’Arcy
Short, Billy Stanlake, Marcus Stoinis, Andrew Tye,
Adam Zampa.

India squad: Virat Kohli (capt), Khaleel Ahmed,
Jasprit Bumrah, Yuzvendra Chahal, Shikhar Dhawan,
Shreyas Iyer, Dinesh Karthik, Kuldeep Yadav,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Manish Pandey, Krunal Pandya,
Rishabh Pant, KL Rahul, Washington Sundar, Umesh
Yadav. — AFP
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NEW ORLEANS:  Quincy Pondexter #3 of the San Antonio Spurs shoots the ball against the New Orleans
Pelicans on Monday at Smoothie King Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. —AFP

DHAKA: West Indies captain Kraigg Brathwaite says
he expects Bangladesh to put up a tough fight on home
turf when they kick off a two-Test series in Chittagong
tomorrow. The visitors start the series as favourites
having thumped Bangladesh in back-to-back Tests dur-
ing their tour of the Caribbean in July.

But Brathwaite exercised caution ahead of this
week’s series opener, saying Bangladesh could exploit
their home advantage against the visiting side. “There
will be few challenges, we have to expect that,” he told
reporters after a two-day warm-up match in
Chittagong on Monday ended in a draw.

“It won’t be so easy. Obviously they are very good
at home. But we are ready for the challenges.”
Bangladesh have upstaged Test giants England and
Australia on home soil in the past two years, but then
struggled against weaker sides Sri Lanka and
Zimbabwe in 2018.

They managed a series draw against Test minnows
Zimbabwe last week after their spinners salvaged a
218-run win in the second match after a shock 151-run
defeat in the opener. Brathwaite, who is standing in for
Jason Holder, acknowledged the threat posed by
Bangladesh seamers, who will reap the return of star
all-rounder and skipper Shakib Al Hasan from injury.

“(We are) expecting (a) slower type of pitch. Normal
surfaces here, let’s see now what happens,” said
Brathwaite. The opening batsman was happy with
preparations for the tour, despite it following quick on
the heels of a thrashing from India.

The world’s top Test side beat the West Indies 2-0 in
the longest form of the game before dominating the
one-day international and Twenty20 international
series 3-1 and 3-0 respectively.

“We have come from India, and that I think was very
good preparations for us before the first Test,”
Brathwaite said. “Obviously quite similar conditions, so
that will be good. The main thing is that the wicket is
quite similar also.”

The second Test will be held in Dhaka from
November 30 to December 4. West Indies will also play
three one-day internationals and Twenty20 internation-
als during their month-long series in Bangladesh from
November 22 to December 22. — AFP

SYDNEY: Steve Smith, David Warner and Cameron
Bancroft will all have to serve their full bans for ball-tam-
pering, Cricket Australia ruled yesterday after reviewing a
submission by the players’ union to cut the penalties.

CA interim chairman Earl Eddings said the board had
“determined that it is not appropriate to make any changes
to the sanctions handed down to the three players”. Smith
and Warner, then Australia’s captain and vice-captain,
were banned from state and international cricket for 12
months over the incident in South Africa in March, while
Bancroft was suspended for nine months.

There had been pressure on the governing body to
reinstate them amid a recent dire run of results, with
the decision condemning Australia to a summer of
cricket without their best players for Tests against
India and Sri Lanka.

The scandal, which rocked the sport, had far-reaching
consequences in Australia with a clean-out of top execu-
tives from CA after a scathing review blamed its “arrogant
and controlling” culture as partly contributing to players
bending the rules.

The Australian Cricketers’ Association submitted an
appeal last month, arguing that the blame attributed to CA
by the independent review was grounds to have the bans
lifted with the trio “punished enough”.

But Eddings, who became temporary chairman this
month after David Peever was forced out, said the punish-
ment fitted the crime. “CA maintains that both the length
and nature of the sanctions remain an appropriate
response in light of the considerable impact on the reputa-
tion of Australian cricket, here and abroad,” he said.—AFP
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