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GELSENKIRCHEN: Virgi l  van Di jk hai led the
Netherlands’ belief as his 91st-minute equaliser fired
them into the semi-finals of the Nations League
after their dramatic 2-2 draw with Germany. The
point in Gelsenkirchen was enough for the Dutch to
advance to the last four at the expense of world
champions France after scoring twice in the final six
minutes in a dramatic finish.

Liverpool defender Van Dijk volleyed home a cross
in added time to complete the Dutch fight back after
Quincy Promes had scored their first goal on 85 min-
utes. Germany, who led 2-0 after only 20 minutes
through goals by Timo Werner and Leroy Sane, were
punished for not being clinical enough in the second
half. Van Dijk said it was “a fantastic feeling” to finish
top of Group One ahead of European powerhouses
France and the Germans. “We should all be proud of
ourselves. I know I am,” he said after the Dutch join
England, Switzerland and Portugal in the Nations
League’s last four. “We worked so hard every game
and to get rewards for that is fantastic.” After missing
out on qualifying for the finals of both Euro 2016 and
this year’s World Cup, Van Dijk said the priority is to
get the Dutch to the Euro 2020 finals.

“If we can win the Nations League, fantastic, but we
all want to make sure we’re at the European
Championships and do very well there to make our
country proud,” he added. Netherlands head coach
Ronald Koeman praised his team for turning two of
their three late chances into goals.

“It was very difficult for us, the Germans were
sharper and faster in the first half,” admitted Koeman.
“We fought to come back in the second half and
pressed. “They had their chances to finish it off, but the
fight and belief we showed was enough for the point.

“We didn’t play great football, it wasn’t our best per-
formance, but it was enough.

“No one expected Holland to win the group. “Of
course, we did not want to go down to League ‘B’, but
winning the group was a dream.” After Germany missed
several second-half chances, head coach Joachim Loew
rued the victory that got away from his inexperienced
side. “That’s the price you pay for having a young side,
we have to learn to close a game down,” said Loew,
who started only three 2014 World Cup winners in
Mats Hummels, Toni Kroos and Manuel Neuer.

“They risked everything and were rewarded. “This
is a learning experience for us and we will have to
analyse our performance in the last 10 minutes. “We
showed for 80 minutes that we are strong and they
hardly had a chance to score, which says a lot for our
team.” Thomas Mueller reached the milestone of 100
Germany appearances as a second-half replacement,
but the future belongs to the likes of Manchester City’s
German winger Sane, who was outstanding.

“The result is annoying,” Sane said. “We went ahead
and then let them off the hook. “We should have
scored the third goal, then you run the game down, but
it didn’t work out like that.”

Fellow goal-scorer Werner, who ended his eight-
game goal drought, agreed. “It’s a pity, we had every-
thing under control until the 85th minute and could
have gone 3-0 up,” said Werner.

“At the end, we weren’t rewarded and everything
fell apart again.” Despite finishing the year with a 3-0
win over Russia last Thursday and a draw with the
Dutch, 2018 has been a nightmare year for the
Germans.

They have suffered a record six defeats in the last
12 months, exited the World Cup bottom of their group

and are relegated to the ‘B’ division of the Nations
League. Yet Loew, who has a contract until the 2022
World Cup, has kept his job and looks safe until the
Euro 2020 finals. “It’s been a very disappointing year

after the World Cup didn’t go the way we wanted it to.
“However, I have the feeling we are on a good path
with these players and will be successful again with
this young team.” — AFP
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GENEVA: A former head of FIFA’s Ethics
Committee has stepped down from his position on
Switzerland’s prosecution supervisory authority in
order to not hamper ongoing investigations into
football, it was announced Monday.

Cornel Borbely presided on the investigation
chamber of world football governing body’s ethics
committee from May 2015 until his dismissal
alongside adjudicatory chamber head Hans-
Joachim Eckert in May 2017, following the arrival
of Gianni Infantino as FIFA president.

In a brief statement, Switzeland’s public prose-
cutors office (MPC) said that “current develop-
ments in complex investigations into football ...
have resulted in this area becoming of unexpected
importance in the activities of the AS-MPC (MPC’s
supervisory authority)”.

The supervisory authority has six members,
who are responsible for ensuring the smooth run-
ning of investigations conducted by the MPC.

“In order to enable the AS-MPC to count on all
of its resources, Cornel BorbÈly has decided to
step down,” added the MPC.

Since a raid on a luxury hotel in Zurich in May
2015 led to the arrests of a number of FIFA execu-
tives and shone the spotlight on the corrupt under-
belly of world football, Switzerland has pursued a
number of cases.

Charges have been pressed against former FIFA
president Sepp Blatter as well as against FIFA’s
former Secretary General Jerome Valcke.

Swiss investigators have also searched UEFA’s
offices in Nyon concerning revelations made in the
so-called Panama Papers over a broadcasting
rights contract signed by the organisation’s former
secretary general, Gianni Infantino, the current
president of FIFA.

The latest series of Football Leaks allegations
meanwhile shone a light on Infantino’s relationship
with another Swiss prosecutor, Rinaldo Arnold,
spurring Swiss authorities to open an investiga-
tion.

Infantino allegedly invited Arnold to attend the
World Cup in Russia, the 2016 FIFA Congress in
Mexico and the Champions League final in Milan
that year, in exchange for organising meetings with
Swiss Attorney General Michael Lauber and other
attorney general’s office chiefs. — AFP
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GELSENKIRCHEN: Germany’s midfielder Serge Gnabry (L) runs with the ball during the UEFA Nations League football match
Germany v the Netherlands in Gelsenkirchen, western Germany, on Monday. —AFP

TOYOTA CITY: Japan overcame Kyrgyzstan 4-0 in a
home friendly yesterday, maintaining an undefeated run
under their new coach as they head to the Asian Cup. Just
two minutes after kickoff, defender Ryosuke Yamanaka
scored the opener for Japan, ensuring a memorable first
game for the national team. “Since it was the game’s first
chance, I kicked with all my strength,” Yamanaka said. “I
think it was a good debut match for me.” Midfielder Genki
Haraguchi then sent in a free kick in the 19th minute to
double the lead, delighting local fans in Toyota.

In the second half, ace striker Yuya Osako scored from
a precise pass from Koya Kitagawa, and midfielder Shoya
Nakajima added a fourth soon after. Japan now have four
wins and a draw from coach Hajime Moriyasu’s first five
games in charge, following their surprise run to the last 16
of the World Cup in Russia under Akira Nishino.

Japan are aiming for a record-extending fifth title at
Asia’s showcase football tournament in the United Arab
Emirates starting in January. “We are setting a goal to win
the Asian championship,” Moriyasu said.

“We want to challenge for the Asian Cup by boosting
our strength to the next level based on the results of the
games so far.” Japan have been in good form recently.
They drew 1-1 with Venezuela on Friday, with defender
Hiroki Sakai netting his first goal for the Blue Samurai. And
last month, they stunned World Cup quarter-finalists
Uruguay 4-3. —AFP
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TOYOTA CITY: Japan’s midfielder Junya Ito (L) fights for the ball with Kyrgyzstan’s defender Sherzot Shakirov during the
friendly football match between Japan and Kyrgyzstan in Toyota city yesterday. — AFP

FLORIDA: The Florida Panthers sustained a potentially
devastating injury to 2017 All-Star center Vincent
Trocheck but still prevailed 7-5 over the host Ottawa
Senators on Monday night. Trocheck, who suffered an
apparent knee injury, was taken off the ice by stretcher
with 1:47 left in the second period. He was hurt when he
was crunched into the boards by Ottawa’s Ryan Dzingel.
“It doesn’t look good to me,” Florida coach Bobby
Boughner said postgame, according to NHL.com. “It looks
long term, and there’s no way to sugarcoat it.” Florida got
goals from Troy Brouwer, Aleksander Barkov, Jared
McCann, Evgenii Dadonov, Micheal Haley, Frank Vatrano
and Mike Hoffman. Hoffman extended his Panthers fran-
chise-record points streak to 16 games, which is the
longest active run in the NHL. Matt Duchene led Ottawa
with two goals and one assist. Drake Batherson, Zack
Smith and Brady Tkachuk had Ottawa’s other goals.

PREDATORS 3, LIGHTNING 2
Ryan Johansen scored what proved to be the game-

winning goal and also had an assist, and Pekka Rinne made
29 saves to lead host Nashville past Tampa Bay. Kyle
Turris and Filip Forsberg also scored goals for Western
Conference-leading Nashville. Mattias Ekholm added two
assists. Rinne improved to 9-0-1 in his career against the
Lightning. Victor Hedman and Nikita Kucherov scored
goals and Brayden Point added a pair of assists for the
Lightning, who had a two-game winning streak snapped.
Louis Domingue stopped 31 shots.

KINGS 2, BLUES 0
Cal Petersen made 29 saves for his first career shutout

in his third NHL start, all in the past four days, to lead vis-
iting Los Angeles to a win at St. Louis. The Blues were
shut out for the second straight game and lost for the
fourth time in five games, and afterward they fired coach
Mike Yeo. Assistant coach Craig Berube will fill Yeo’s role
on an interim basis. Matt Luff scored his first NHL goal in
the second period and Anze Kopitar scored into an emp-
ty-net with 29.5 seconds left to secure the win. Jake Allen

made 25 saves for St. Louis.

CAPITALS 5, CANADIENS 4 (OT)
Lars Eller scored with 1:26 left in overtime to give

Washington a come-from-behind victory at Montreal.
Montreal had won two in a row and held a 4-2 lead just
1:35 into the second period before Washington pulled
rookie goalie Pheonix Copley in favor of Braden Holtby.
The 29-year-old veteran shut out the Canadiens the rest of
the way, stopping all 22 shots he faced. Alex Ovechkin
scored twice for Washington, which also got goals from
Brett Connolly and Nicklas Backstrom. Mike Reilly,
Brendan Gallagher, Jeff Petry and Kenny Agostino scored
for Montreal, which led 4-2 in the second period.

JETS 6, CANUCKS 3
Patrik Laine scored three goals as Winnipeg won at

Vancouver. Laine gave the Jets an insurmountable 4-1 lead
midway through the second period with his first goal of the
night. The flashy Finn added two third-period goals, the
final one an empty-netter, as the Jets posted their fourth
win in five games. The injury-riddled Canucks lost their
sixth consecutive game. Winnipeg goaltender Connor
Hellebuyck produced 22 saves on 25 shots, while
Vancouver counterpart Jacob Markstrom stopped 43 of 48.

SABRES 5, PENGUINS 4 (OT)
Jack Eichel scored 45 seconds into overtime as Buffalo

erased a three-goal deficit to win its sixth consecutive
game, beating host Pittsburgh. Eichel, who also had an
assist, launched a shot from the right dot that caromed in
off the arm of Pittsburgh goaltender Casey DeSmith. Zach
Bogosian also had a goal and an assist, and Tage
Thompson, Casey Nelson and Casey Mittelstadt scored
for the Sabres, who picked up their fifth win when trailing
after two periods. Tanner Pearson had a goal and an assist,
and Derick Brassard, Phil Kessel, and Jake Guentzel scored
for the Penguins, who blew a 4-1 second-period lead and
fell to 1-7-2 in their past 10 games.

RANGERS 2, STARS 1
Rookie Filip Chytil scored for the fourth consecutive

game, netting the tiebreaking goal early in the third period
as New York ran its home winning streak to six games
with a victory over Dallas. Chytil gave the Rangers a 2-1
lead with 15:28 remaining. The 19-year-old became the
first teenager to score in four straight games in team histo-
ry while helping New York improve to 8-1-1 in its last 10
games. Jimmy Vesey scored the tying goal for the Rangers,
who own the NHL’s longest home winning streak this sea-

son. Tyler Seguin tallied for the Stars, who dropped to 1-3-
0 in their past four road games and mustered a season-low
17 shots.

FLAMES 7, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 2
Matthew Tkachuk collected two goals and two assists,

and Johnny Gaudreau had a career-high-tying four-point
game as host Calgary rode a five-goal first period to a
thrashing of Vegas. Flames goalie David Rittich made 20
saves to collect his seventh victory in eight decisions. This
win may have been the easiest for Rittich, as his team pot-
ted five goals in a first period for the first time since March
11, 1993, versus the Detroit Red Wings. Sean Monahan
scored twice for Calgary, which also got goals from
Gaudreau, TJ Brodie and Sam Bennett. Nick Holden and
Max Pacioretty got on the board for the Golden Knights
after they fell behind 7-0.

MAPLE LEAFS 4, BLUE JACKETS 2
Zach Hyman scored the go-ahead goal late in the third

period and added another into an empty net as Toronto
came back to defeat visiting Columbus. It was the fourth
win in a row for the Maple Leafs, who fell behind 2-0 in
the first period. The Blue Jackets had won their three pre-
vious games. Tyler Ennis and Tavares also scored for
Toronto. Mitch Marner and Ron Hainsey each added two
assists. Cam Atkinson and Pierre-Luc Dubois each scored
a goal and added an assist for Columbus. — Reuters
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NASHVILLE: Filip Forsberg #9 of the Nashville Predators col-
lides with Braydon Coburn #55 as Craig Smith #15 and Dan
Girardi #5 fight for the puck during the third period at
Bridgestone Arena on Monday in Nashville, Tennessee. — AFP
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